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TO THE MEMBERS AND ADXERENTS
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIH
OF NOVA SCOTIA.

The Chureh to which, of your own
chaice,you have tlie privilege to helong,
was never in & more prosperous condi-
tion than at the present juncture. Of
this cheeriug trurh you wnust feel gre-
suaded when you advert to the number
of our cengregations ithe sound ergan-
‘| ization by which they are distinguished,;
their zeal and energy in all matters of,
public moment, the efficiency of our
lninisters, andrthe degree of cur una-
'nimity amd co-operntion as a bedy.
For all this, much gratitude is dueto
the Great Head of the Clhurch. lLetit
he our care to culivate increasingly
this hely priuciple, and with all chris-
Hiuan humility and earnestness let us
3 apply ourselves, as calls are wddressed
to us aud opportunities offered, to every
religious service, whether in oue judi-
vidual ar sociul capacity.

Our Church asstmed Ks ywesent form
inthe year 1847, Previous ta this pe-
riod, while in the adjuacent Proviuces
there were few Preshytevinaclergymen,
the limited nandeers resident in Nova
Scetin, together with the congregations
under their iuspection, fermed either
small mdependent sections, or, were
individual niinisters and sheir people,
almost in an isoluted state. ‘These
several parties had came either from
one or other of the two principal dis-
senting hodies at that tiwe in Scotland,
or from the aational Church. At the
period, however, referred to abave,

there was happily effected awmong them,
with only one exception in this Pro-:
vince, a cordial awmaigamation. This
is to be regorded as un important era
in the lstory of Preshyterianisin in
this country.

For seme years valanhle advantages
were derived to our Church from the
Pictou Academy. ‘I'he system of
instruction pursued was of such a]
nature us to prepare young wen for the
study of Theology. Not a few who
received their education in that semi-
nary are at this day cccupying useful
siatians i God’s vineyard. They form
encouraging proofs of what can be
accomplished as regards a native min-
sstry, which, onr Church valuing as
she ought her own stability and in-
crease, cau never with safety, ot con-
sistently with her duty to God,overleok.
Whatever diversities of opinion on
this head niay have at one time existed,
{ helieve that now the sentiments which
pervade our body are in general sound.

T'he civilized world never exhibited
such netivity us at present. ‘1o be]
sutisfied of this we neel ouly tuke a
very cursery view of what is almost
dnily and hourly tenuspiring. This
uctivity ie widely diversified, intense,]
sustained, incrensing, and leads often
to altogether unexprcied and astonish-
ing results. The advances up to the
present point, in skill and culightened
enterprise, in some of the chief de-
partments of human action, have Leen
sradual and steady.  In no former age
was it ever so conspicuously ivdicated




