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(5) It %vas a provision secured throughi obedierne to the geeat Comzmand:
"Seek ye, first, the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and ail these
things shall lie added unto you." This is tlue Sovereign law of the Gospel.
It is the divine order of seeking and, corresponding to it, is the divine order
of provision: " He that spared flot bis oivn Son, but delivered lhir up for us
al], Iîow shalllie not, with him also, freely give us ail things." he multitude
souglhtftrst the kingdom of God and, in their seeki ng-, forgot 'ail these things.'
But Christ did flot forg,,et thei. Hc provides the lowcr gocid for those ivho
seek the higher. And it is just as literally true to-day as it w-as then. Ail
our blessiiugs ':oiiie through obediencu. 'Make Christ ail and in ail, and you
will never want. Put God first and IhUihest a nd ycu w-ll bie providcd for.

And, the rea-soni-eveni apairt froni the pusitii-e guarantce iii thc promise
-is plain. WVe are urged to seck first God's kingdom. WVhat then?'i What
15 a kingdonm? A kingdomn is tliu realmi of a kg.A kingdom iniplies
grovcrnment, and government. iniplies iaw. Therefore, whien ire seek, and
find God's kingdonm, we corne under the iaws of that kingdoni. And what
are the laws of that kingdorn. They are such as require hoilcsty, industry,
temperance, chastity, econom-y. They aie buch as promote conifort, thrift,
and the confidence of our fcUlow-men. They teach us to "«provide things
honest in thc sight of ail men; to " labor, working wvith our han *s that
whicli is good; * to be "«diligent iii business " as w-cil as "fervent lu spirit,
5erving thc Lord." So thar, -' secking the kingdomn of God and lus r.(ghteous-
ncss " is tlic very best way to get on in the world. The connection between the
comnmand and the promise is not arbitrary, but natural. The sequence of
things described in the third chapter of the book of 'Maladhi is ii Ic natural
order. For the Bible nowhere says that it is a sin Io be rich ,neithc-r does
it say that il is a sin to bie poor. l'le sim is in not puttng, God first it lies
in loving pleasure, wealth, faille or anything eisc more than God.

(6) Once more, Mer distribution y* Mhis provision didi noi exhalis/ il.
In ail that vast crowd thiere wvas isot une unifed, and tliero. w-as more left than
w-as furnishcd by the lad at first. There 'vas more than eiiough. The people
were satisfied and there Nvas enougli over for aniother feast. Tley wcre roy-
ally, nxiunificenîlly fed. That is God's way. «'Exceeding abundantly " is
God's ml-asure. It is w-e whio are sniall and narrow and niggardly: it is not
God. In giving, above ail things, God's wvays are not our wavs, nelî.lier are
his thouglits our thouglhts. - Wc niay w-cil imagine the -lad astonislhment of
that hungry multitude as, gazing wonderously,3 they saw the bread grow as it
was touched, first by Jesus; tIen by the distributorç. The littie crunib,
broken off, was instntly a Io-if Wonderingly would îhl-y ilar!.ake of it. It
grew, they knew not how II %vis unexhaustcd by til- xîuxl>ers w-ho w-crc
fed. And so it is with ail God's mercies. The streanîs of salvation nieyer run
dry. They have poured their floods of lleaiing and joy our this lost world for
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