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soul. Tlîce' swallowed Upl the nlee(lv. and ina(le the poor of

the land to fail. Suchi \vas thecir grccd thiat thcy panted aiter

the dulst on the poor iifis hcad-the manl wloxn thcyv lad,

theiscives, inipovcrislhed by fraild.
Ani the pour mnan liad ino chance whiatever of obtaiing

justice. Ail flhe power of riches wvas against hiiun. The judge
l)efore whoin lie wvent to plcad luis case acceptC(1 bribes.
Prince, priest, propliet, judg-e, ail conibined, in a hiateftul coin-
bine. to defraud Iinui of his righits. He xvas cheated -aiso bv
the nucerchaiît, w-'ho muade the epliahi great and( the shcckel
sinall, and wl'ho falsîfied the balances of deceit. H-e was daily
expose(l to rol)bery and unutrCier, the citv beiig full of violence,,
brother hnniiting brother wvithi a net, the vers- priest aidoptitlg
thec calling of nurderer. It w~as a timie. -,urelv, whien opp)res-
sion maide flhe wvise mani ad. It renuincs uls oi lie i)eriod
imn the hiistorv of France w~luen a deputation visited those, in

aufloriî to rge heirgrievances, and were told thiey ight

satidvf their hutnger wvithi grass. AIl the elenuents of aliarchiv

wcrc there; and, hiad it muot been for flhc amis of Assyria, Israel
would have probably been convulsed by a revolutionary w'ar.

Timese renuarks reveal to us, to a partial extent. the moral

condition of flic nation. Never surelv -%as a people ini a mlore

k-plorable condition nuornally than the ilulabitanits of the north-
crui kimugdomi of Israel iinîmcidiately before the conquest by
Assvria. This moral condlition was siînilar to that of the

hecatixcu as describcd ini the first chapter of the Epistle ho thie
iRomans. Our thirec propliets give a terrible catalogue of thecir

sins. They arc liars; theyv arc pitilessly cruel; tlucy are addicted
to s arn.to decds of ilmurder and violence, to rob-

herv, to aýdulterv : so that thcy store up robbcry and vio-
lence in thieir Palaces. Thec are addicted to briberv. and in-
justice. -Thecy aff1ict thic just; they take a brie. and thicy
tum aside fthc poor froiin the righh 7. Tiey ",ablhor judgiet i,ý!(

pen'ecrt ail cquiitv."e Furthier. as \wc have scn. thieir coummerce us
iiterlv roten amii frauclulent. Tlie w'holc moral or rather iiii-

miolral condition of thie peole rcindiics us of the moral dccay :,f
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