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bore,' and wvas about to look beneath my mask,
wlicn finding it impossible to elude bis vigilance,
1 whispercd in bis ear-

Il' Manfrodi, in the name of Heaven, be flot
se indiscreet. I amn Gaetano Miorello !

Il1Imprudent!hle exclaimed aloud, thon low-
ering bis veico, in groat agitation, said-' why
have you corne liere?1 Know you not that if
you are discovered, instant death îvill follow
your temcrity?1" As lie uttorcd tiiese- words,
Lorenzo passed beforo us.

'1Do you know, Manfredi,' lie demanded,
wbo is this strange domino?1 1 have several

timies observed him; ho nioves about with the
air of an apparition.'

"'Tut,' said Manfredi, laughingly, 'lie is a
friend of mine, wlio is a little suspicions that
bis mistress is not altogyethor truc to him, and
I arn rallying him upon bis folly.'

"' Enougli ; I shall therefore respect his in-
cognito, othcrwise I shonld have dernanded bis
namne and business,' and saying, this, lie left us.

"Thus saved by the quicknesof my friend,
I îvas on the ove of departing, whcen my oye
again cauglit the figure of Emilia, and I w'as
rivetted to the spot. She was nioving about
the apartrnent in the midst of admnirers, and I
involuntarily joined thiegreup. I followed lier,
hreathing in secret, my last adieux, and vent-
ingmiy ourses on my rival. Suddonly aland
seized mine, and slipped within it a fragment
of paper. I turned te the mnask, but it made a
sign te me te be silont, and vanishod from my
siglit. Agitated almost te fainting, I hurried
frem the ball-roemr into the court-yard-tiere,
by the glirnmering of a larnp, and alone, 1 read
traced iii pencil, these linos:

" Yen are known-fiy, or danger will over-
take yen. Ho is oven new-1

"IThe hand whicli had cemmenced the bil-
let, had net had time te finish it, but I could
recegnizo it te ho that of Bianca. At th2 sanie
moment, Manfrodi camne running tewards mie.

"There is nlot a moment te lie lest,' lie ex-
clainaed, in great agitation. ' Depart. Tliey
are in searcli of you.'

'"I was paralyzod; I ceuld net move, whule
ho hurried mie unconscieus from the scene.
."On the canal reigned great confusion, ow-

ing te the multitude of gondolas hurrying, te
and fro. Finding that it wvould ho difficult te
steer our gondola, Manfredi proposed that we
ehould fly on foot, and I willingly obeyed bis
ceunsel.

IIThe niglit was dark and rainy, net a single
star sparkled in the beavens, and I was me-
chanically led by Mhanfredi, without _,aLng,

along the banks of the canal. Already we ad
passed over soveral of the narrow bridges whicb
every wliere abound, that witbout parapets or
other defence, are se perilous te the foot passen-
gors, and were about te cross another wb6n
there appoarod a figure, taîl, and ensbronded
in a cloak, in tlie middle of it, standing as if tO
provent our passage. Suddonly lie cast froffi
him bis disguise, discevering a gorgreons habit.
I recognized Loreno. Ho drew bis swordi
and in a voice of rage exclaimed:

"Traiter! bore thon shaît expiate tby auda'
city. No thing cari save yen from the chias tise-
ment yen muent.?

" 'Lorenzo,' 1l replied, 'I arn tlie mest unfor'
tunate of mortals, but traiter I arn none. If
yen desire my lifo, strike borne. I offer myself
a victimi te yonr passion. Life is te mue a burý
den. It is fit, since yen have abandened me
as yonr friend, that yen sbould become rny as-
sassin.'

II' Thy cowardice!' replied lie, transportedl
îvith anger, lis equal te tby perfidy; but thinlt
net te escape me. Draw, villain-base seduo
cor-or I shaîl plant my sword in tliy bosona.'J

"Manfredi, indignant at bis language, liad in-
tcrposed himself botween ns, and struck the
sword from bis liand: justly irritated in rnY
tnrn, I liad drawn te defend mysoîf, but more
in the hope of disarming my aggrosser, wbeMl
oh, God! liow shaîl I spoak it ? hoe rusbed upOi0

me; blindod witb rage, lie airned at me a blow,
and stumbling, received rny weapon in hiO
body. The bladepierced tlirough and through,
and staggering, lie foîl into the water of the
canal. A deep splash broke upon mine ear,
and thon a dead dulI silence followed.

" I weuld bave fallen upon my swerd,I
would bave plunged ino the canal, had no
Manfredi prevented me. Securing my wes
pon, and taking rny hand, lie said, 'Leave thig
place; lie bas mot only the fate ho rnerited ; hl'
would have deprivod tlioe of life, bsd net bis
own rage turned bis intent against himself,'
witb tliose words lie dragged me from the fa'
taI scene, and directing our stops te bis palace,
we reacbed it, in a state of mmnd which I vvill
net, cannot doscnibe.

"Wbat was then te be donc? concealmneot
was impossible, and my only safety lay il'
fliglit; but thon te beave Emilia-te quit Ve'
nice, the spot in whîch rny alI of life was ce"-
tered, I fotmnd I cetald net do. 'Il will Stay,'
I cried frantically te Manfredi, II will surrofl'
der mysoîf as bis murderer.'

"Madman! lie exclaimed; 'yeu shaîl 110t-
Veaice yen muet quit, and instantly. Ereili.


