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FEBRUARY, 1890,

BAPTISTS AND DISCIPLES.

It will be remembered that the Disciples in
Lobo requested the Rer W. I Porter, M.A,,
of London to lay the matter of union between
the Baptists and the Disciples before the Baptist

Convention in Ottawa, which was to "begin its

sessions Oct. 17th,  Mr. Porter acceded. to the
request and brought ‘the question up. irizdue
time,  In order that our readers may. be welkin-
l'ormc.d on the subject, we give here the Conadian
30)11:1’: report in¥ull, Tt will be very interesting
reading for our brethren,

Rev. W. H. Porter, M.A,, laid before the Con-
vention comnmmcmon from the Disciple
Association in ‘Lobo,. Ontario,. asking *that .the
question of union'between them and the Baptists
be taken into consideration, ‘T'he Lobo.Assoc-
fation has appointed a committee to their own
Convention which will be hetd i June, 1890, to
bring-this question before that meeting, ~ MF.
Porter suggested ihe appointment of a committee
1o méet with 1 Simis .r.committee of the Disciple
dulomnnuon, to consider the possibility. of
forming such union.

Dr. MaceViear thoug' it the oriyiway by which
this union could"be. effected s by the Disciple
churéhes becominjs Baptist cliiirches and attach-
ing.theniselves 1o the various ;\ssocnuons.

Rev. A, Grant said that as the Baptists are not
a boiy there could be no question of \inion with
aocncucs calling themselves sucli.  Then, too,
union " means wmpromlsc, and there are no
points on which:we can’compromise. ‘The only
terms of unton would bea credible profession of!
rq,(.nemhon and, believer’s haptism.

Mr, Win. Grabam fejoiced. at.the movement,
and thought it our duty to appoint such a con.
mittee as the communication called for.

M. Sinclair declared that the Convéntion had
no legislative powers and- could not determine
such a question a, this,

Rev, W, C. Weir wished the matter laid over
until the neat Comt.nnon, when wé shall know
what action the Disciple Convention, to be held
in June nest, may take.

Rev. John McLaurin thought that even that
would. be more than we ought io do. The whole
watter was ulfs vives of the Convention, We
need rather to strengthen our walls than Weaken
them by any compromise.

Rev. 'Jas. Grant: considered that-courtesy de-
manded that we should encourage in a Christian
spirit any gentle movement toward teachableness
on the-part of the Disciples.

Dr. Goodspeed had found by experience in a
similar movement between the 'Free Will and
Regular Baptists in.the Maritime Provinces, that
Christian bodies might be a goad deal nearer
than they supposed.  Such a proposition as now

was made might be the means of bringing Dible
truth to bear upon the leaders of the Disciple
body. He could not sce any difficulty in meet-
ing the overture made by the Lobo association
of Disciples. I'he matter at.the last would rest
with the individual churches.  He would favor
a committee of their Convention.

Revs. J. Higmns and- W, M, Walker- heartily
suppor(cd the former speaker's posmon.

Rev. R.G. Boville stated-that in his eaperience
-of individual applications from Disciples for
church membership, he had found a more than
average acquaintance with the Bible, He con-
sidered that the Lord's prayer for unity would be
best obeyed by meeting the Disciples in a court-
¢ous manner.

Rev. A. Grant then moved, and Rev. ], ). Baker
seconded, That we respectfully ackuowledge the
communication, and request them to apply to the
local churches in the Association as being com-
petent to deal with the matter.  The vote, when
taken, decided the adoption. of Mr, Grants
motion. The following were appoiuted as
committee to draft the letter of the Convention:
Revs. Dro MacVicar, A. Grant, W, L. Porter,
‘I'. S.-Johnson, and W, C. Weir.”

i ‘l hc mdcr will now sce t.lmrl} thal onr
statement made in Jast BvaNausr ™S quite’
correct, viz, that here is no réasShable
ground fer hoping for an carly union between!
the Baptists - and thé Disciples,y  Ohserve
Dr. M i\'lcm;'}. opinfop~ as  given, abiove p-}
“The- onl;f way by which the umgn could bg
effected is' by the Disciple churclies bccoming
B.\ptlsts churches and attaching themselves to
the various Associations.”, Our aequaintance
with-the Baptist people of Ontario leads™ us to
the conclusion that Dr. McVicar stated the
prevailing opinion of his brethten, We venture
nothing whén we shy that the Disciples of Ontario
are not ready for such a change and are not
seeking such a union,

Rev. A. Grant said, “’Fhen, too, union mean's
compromise and there are no. points on which
we can compromise, ‘The only terms of unfon
would be a credible profession of regeneration
and believers baptism.”  We belidve Mr, Grant
in those words expresses the viewsofthemajorpor-
{on of the Baptists of Canadaj and they imply that
the Baptists are perfect doctrinally, at least, since
there are no points on which they can
compromise, ‘Theé second sentence contains, no
doubt, an allusion to the very prevalent notion
among Baptists that the. Disciples do not believe
m régeneration, which, of course, is an entire
mistake. Uhey may mot believe about it as the
Baptists do, but they think they believe as the
New Testament teaches regarding it But we
are not going to discuss these watters; we-wish
merely to point out that if Mr. Grant, as we
betieve he does, represents the majority of the
‘Baptists of Canai'., there is no immediate
prospect of union between thcm and us.

“Mr. Sinclair declared that the .convention
had no “legislative powers and could not
determine such a question as this.”  Any -one
who understands Baptist polity knows that such
is the face, and it may be well to state here that
our Annual Meeting bas:no .power to act forf,
our brotherhood in such a matter. §o far as
sitch things are.concerned there is no difference
between the Baptists and the Disciples. -One
of the speakers remarked. “the matter at the
last would fest with the individual. churches
thit is just as true of the Disciples as of the
Baptists.

Several expressions in the above report will
provoke a smile ;A “gentle movement to“ards
leﬁch'\blencas on the part of the I)HC!])I(S
“Sucha’ proposh.on as nows was made mq,hl’m
the means of bringing-Bible truth to l)cmr upon
the leaders.of the D»suplc l)ody "

"T'he action of the B1pust Comenuon should
be noted s it amounts to tlns, if any congrcg'mon
of Disciplesis interested in the qucsuon orumon
with the Baptists, it is recommended to '\pply to
the tocal B'fpust church which is competent to
deal with the. matter.

Asa people \mo have all along uphdd the
desirability and pomhlhl) of all beheversin
the Lord Jesus uniting, the Disciples . take a
peculiar -interest. in all efforts tending in that
direction. When the question of union betweén
themselvss and some other body is - raised their
interest is gréatly increased ; and we believe
they are disposed to consider the subj"ct ina
Christian  spirit and rc'\d} to :ul)mn u‘cry pomt
of difference to the authonty of the Word of
God. As a matter of course the l)lsuplcs would
rejoice if they and the Baptists were one people.
The most of them probably believe tlnt the time
willcome when they will be one. “Fhe bord prayed
that His followers nugli: be one; those that claim
to be His followérs should labor to accomplish
that. glotious en¢d.  We trust that.the Disciples
of this country are so laboring,~and the
Baptists too,

———t O 8 et

WORD “CHURCH”.

—

AVRAT 17 MEans N THE NEW TESTAMENT,

It was stated in our December nuinber, what
is quite well known, that, in the New Testament,
the word “church,” while frequently used, never
means “a house of worship,” although this is its
primary signification, It is, -therefore, used in
a secondary sense.  It-is employed to translate
the Greek word, edklesia, in all hut three of -the
places wheré that word oceurs in the Greek New
Testament, viz: in Acts xix, 32,39, 41, In
tuese we find the word “assémbly.”

Suppose, now, -we should read “assembly”
wherever we find “church” in our English New
‘Festament, what crime would we commit? It
might shock many good people to have the word
“church” left out of the Bible; but we could
gevalong without ity and perhaps be the gainers
thereby,  An assembly, as all know,. is “a com-
pany of people met together,” “a congre 1tio'|,
1*'a meeting.” How would it do to put “congre-

THE

lc.\rn that the carly English Reformers conten-
ded eamestly ior the word “congregation,” and
that it wns for a long time conscerated by the
usage of the common English version, We
would Jose nothmg, h\‘g might *gain much it
“congregation” Were allpwed to take the plge«:
of “church.” Suppcse, again, that we, were' 1o
read “meeting” where we have "church," how
would that suit? Would it scem profane to
read, “Upon this rock 1 will build my meeting 7"

“is the Head of the body, the meeting?”  Weare
not-atvocating such a change, 'bit'we wantour
readers 1o know that it would be entirely correct
to have the Greek word, edklesia, so translated.
We once heard a good old sister speak of “jinin’
the meetin',”” when she evidently meant “join-
ing the church,” and we then received from -her
a Resson on the way in which words take on new
meanings, It may seem impossible that meeting
should ever take the place of dhurek, but it i3
not; it is, however, we think, quite improbable.
We trust the redier bas by this ime, if he never
had before, a somewhat clear idea of what the
word-“ church” stands for in our English New
Testament.  What we want to get at is the
thought of our Saviour-and His Apostles. It is
not what the word **church” has now come to
mean, It has, in fact, many meanings in our
day, as any one can see by referring to a good
dictionary,

tlereydhen, is how the case stands.  We find
the word. #church” in our English version of the
New “T'estament; and we fearn that it is used to
translate the Greek word; ekklesia. Our enquiry
now should be, what did the word ekk/lesia mean
when the New Testament was written? We
turnto a Greek-English Lenicon, and discover
that.it means literally, “that which is called out,”
and then *an assembly of the citizens regulagly
summoned,” Some writers make much of ns
liseral signification,.and use it as a text from
which to teach that Christians are a “called-ont
people”—called out from the.world, in harmony
with the Scripture, “Comc ye out from among
them, and be ye separate. 7 One's faith in the
wisdom of such :\ppllcmon. (though the doctrine
taught js sound,) is somewhat shaken by ob-
serving that in Acts xix. 32, 41, the word ek
Klesia signifies & fumultuous, illegal assembly, in
fact, @ mob.  And we feel that we ai¢ treading
upon safe ground, in saying that the word' e/-
Alesia, when the New 'l estamient was written,
neant-*an assembly, congmgmon ormeeting,”
without reference to its chardicter.as being legal
or 1|lcg1| orderly.or dlsordt.rly

1t oecurs to us that somé one may be asking
how it h-\ppem fhat ar word \\hu.h originally
meant a place 61‘ \vorahlp, or the Lord's house,
came'to be apphcd to “an.assembly, cohgrega-
tion or mu.unl,?" The use of the terin Cabinet
to designate the Queen's advisers, well illusirates
this poml. Cabinet ong,mall) means a closet or
sm1ll room, and since thc Sovereign's advisers
were accustomed to meetzjn a closet or small
room,.the name-of the room was in process of
time,applicd to them. Take alfo the word syna-
gogue, us used in . the Bxblc An) one can see
that?it dsudlly” means & meeting house;” but
sometimes it evidentlyssignifies.a. company of
peoplc, viz,, those who were in the habit of
meeting in the house-called a synagogue. So
with the word churchmfirst meaning a place or
house of worship, it by and by was very naturally
applied to the people who .assembled in such a
place ‘or house. By the.time our Authorized
Version was.made,-such use had  become so
common, and had secured such a hold onthe
preferences of the leading scholars that. ¢hurek
was embalmed therein,

Ia our neat number we shall call attention to
the-light thrown on this-subject-by the word
“congregation” so frecly used in the Old Testa.
went.

.
FOREIGN MISSIONS:

Bro. McLean’s statement on the first page
regarding the March collection should be care-§.
fully read.  As we are asked to take up but orc
collection for Foreign Missions during the year,
that one should be as liberal as possible.  Let
every brother and sister decide conscientiously’
what sum he or she can afford to give and then
give it cheérfully. The Lord's work .ceds all
His people can give. We cannot count ourselves
His disciples if ‘we do not do all in our power
to carry, out the commission to “go into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” g
Let us pfc l‘pthful and give as we.have been
prospered. ;
NOTES.

A young Visitr came to stay with us January
6th, We trast he will continue to be a blessing,
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Igmion" where now we have “church™? We

Or, “fced the mieeting of God?” ~Orthat Christ]

Contributions fromOntaria to ForeignMissions
since last report s—

Wi, Rainsey, Acton ...

John Robertsoy

cens $400
g .. 500

The Evanognisr extends a hearty 3rceti'ng to
Bro. Brennenstuhl and Bro. Héster, and trusts
that they will enjoy living in Ontario, and that
their work will be abundantiy blessed.

Bro. Shéppard's name was unfortunately
omitted from the obituary of Bro. Thomas
Black in last nuniber, “The zareful reader would
also note “holder!™instéad of “holden” in the
“Critic’s Corner.”

We regret to learn that Mr. E. E. Sheppard,
cditor of Zoronto Saiurday Night, on account of
ill health has «onc south for the winter, We
wish him a spredy restoration of health, and a
safe return 10 ‘Toronto,

Bro. ‘Thomas Black was indeed a patiemt
sufferer. It was a privilege to visit him and a
pleasure to converse with him:  He delighted to
speak of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God,  His memory is blessed.

The cordial response to the -proposition to
publish a semismonthly is more than gratifying.
Among the old subscribers in ten or twelve
districts, only one, upon being canvassed, through
such a_paper unnccessary,  And many who do
not take the monthly, cheerfully declared that
they would-take a semi-monthly,

Ly

We do not usually refer to-slight-errors occurs
ng m the EVANGELIST on the punciple that-“the
less said the sooner mended™; but there s an.
odd collocation of words in Bro. -Crewson's
article in List. iosue,—“Erin, centre  Any.
one wha-has been fAguring .out the itterpre-
tation thercof will please take nptice that what
should have appeared was, “Eri, Erin Centre.”

Bro. AcJ."Thomson, of Erin, went to_Manitoba
last spring and returned-home a few days ago.
He says Manitoba. is destined toibe a great
country, and that xeiw is emphatically the time
for the Disciples to put forth their utmost ¢fforts
to plant chuirches thete upon the Divive founda-
tion.  Bro. Thomson -has been in Mionedosa,
and he thinks the prospects for our .brethren
there quite cncouragmg .

. Ko sarenca Py

We regret to be 50 late in pubhshmg what i is
found ju this issue relative to the “ Baptists and
Di ,c:plcs. One reason of the delay is that the
Canadian 1)‘0;111:! st;ll refuses to send us an ex-
change copy,,though repeatedly and respectfully,
and personally requested to do -so; as a con-
sbqucncc we did not- see jts report which we
give now,.titl wc lnd an opponunny of m'lkmg
-\pphcauon to-a Baptist, l’ncnd vho very-kindly
placed his p'\pcr at our dxsposal Another in-
dication that the day of.union between Baptists
and Disciples is not nigh;is that. the Canadiapn
Baptist, so far as we have been able to learn,
did not think the matter. worthy ofa single lmc
of cditorial remark.

One of the most significant and cncoum;,mg
thmgs we note among oir brethren in the
United States is.the very marked: itnprovement
in the outward form and inward spirit of many
of their. papers.  Zhe Missionary Weekly is the
immediate oéeasion of this rémark, It isa
large ug,ht bage weekly, beautifully printed,
on good paper, regularly, filled wnh proﬁtablc
and interesting matter, and \ulh..l of so - éncell-
ent a spirit, that one cannot help wnhmg that
all'periodicals professing to serve the Lord Jcsus
were 'xltogeﬂm “like it in, that n.spcu. Tris
puhhshcd i Richmond, Va,, at $1,50 a year, and
is now- ten years of- age; that it may see many
tens with ever increasing prosperity we do most
sincerely wish.

« 4 Of course, wo muat preach the truth in love, but
wo must preach tho truth, and if the time'should ever:
como when we cease to proclaim our distinctive prins
c:plcs which have guatanteed to us the right of exis.
tence, with Ichabod inscribed upon our’ doors, it will
be in order todithand and go home."= SChristians
Evongelist,

Anien and Amen to that, “and let all the
people say Amen.”  We are reminded that. we
have neglected to inform our readersthat

“Tho  Christian- Evangelish, during tho present year,
will contain o discfission of somo of the most vital re.
ligious problems of the age, by a ntmber of the ablest
men In our ranks, It will bo ‘A Restatement of the
Iasucs' which this Roformatisn has. made with tho
Religious World, in the light of past experience and
of the results of Biblical Research,”

It would be a good thing for this timely and
important series of articles to be “widely read,
The regular price of the Christian-Evangelist is
$1.75 per year,  We club with it for $2.c0, and

will be glad to receive orders for it.
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