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present a succession of pietures.ue landscapes, wvhile the swollen
James, niuddy witbi thie drainage of the richi red souls of the
tobacco plantations of thiis section of tho State, flows swift]v
by. The rail iay s;oon led us away froin the bills bordering the
James into the level land of So-thtlern Virgi nia, to the Valley of
the Apponiiattox, \Vhere the apple tree stands xmd1cer NVihel Lev,
surreiidered. Around Petersburg, on the banks of thiis river,

~~vere. tecongsuggles of the rebellion, but now a brisk
trade in tobacco bias replaced the former military ardour aimng
the inliabitants, and the town is a thriviing mart of that traffic.
To the southw'ard thiere is muchi pine wood anci poor agriculture,
the worn-out farms hiaving primitive cabins, which the pigs and
littie darkey "'piccaninnies " appeared to hiold in joint tenancy.

A.vicious agricultural system, combined with the planter's
poverty, bias ruineil iost of the plantations in this region, ,s
that tbe sparse population niay bc said to exist rather than to
live. New bIco 0(1 ust be infuscd before there can be much
imiprovement. Tflhe peopl e-whites and blacks togeth er- cluster
at the "I cros-s-roals " grocery, and dîscuss politics and the news
of tbe neighrlborhoodl. The wvbites do as littie worklç as possible,
wbile the negrrocs ]azily endeavor to coax an apology for a. crop
out of the poor soul by the ru.dest culture. Broad stretches of
pine barrons cross the level land, and on the paths throughi the
woods an occasional ox teamn plods along, or a stray hiorsemian
can be seen going home wvithi Mie supplies fromn the store-not
forgretting the -mhiskey-Jug hiungr fromn the sadldle-bow. At each
little railway station, whiere the train hiolds up for a moment is
generally the «'saloon" or '<bar" where the population of bothi
èolors-alI mon being now froc in Arnerica-aro impartiafly sup-
plied with patriotisin in a liquid form;, and thus Virginia imper-
ceptibly blends into North Carolina, and the "fi-rst families of
Virglinia " ar'e replaced by the " tar hecîs " of the latter common-
wealth. \Ve soon cross the deep valley of the Roanoke river,
and after a brief hiait at the town of WTeldon enter upon aI nionot-
onouis journey thirough the flat and unintcresting pine beit for
miany miles. This b#ilt borders tho Atlantic co<as;.t froin New
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