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pillars of loua or the Gothie perfections
of I-oly Cross, in the Irish College of the
l>ropiaganda, in the 1Mr of Kells and
Clonmilacnloise, the. plutntoin glories of
Mouastcrbuice, the sevun ruins of Celtic
revelations at Gl'.endalotigh, ini the classie
hialls of Oxford or *itidesfairie, atmidst
vanishied greatness or rising powers, iii
the shad ows of a once universal propaga-
tion of faitli and learning, iii the ubiquity
of a present adherence to the one and
dispensation of the other, 1»y the Liffy or
the Hudson, froin the sutnmiiit of Sîcine-
I)onard to the batiks of the L oire, and
back froin the î>eaks of thtc Alps to the
shores of the Shanniion.--in ail climes, in
ail lands, in ail ages sitîce Christianity
first carne to theni-through sunshine and
shadoiv, the children of Erin have clung
to the faitlî of St. Patrick, and have l)er-
î>etuated the glories of that ivell-earnied
titie, ' Hie Isle of Siaints and Martyrs."

To trace, even roughly, thc history of
Faith iii Ireland, wvithout entcring jîtto its
niu inberless vicissitudes and dangers,
would deniand space that no magazine
could 1possibly afford. Volumiies ighflt be
%vritten, and still volumes would reniain
to be penned before the hundredthi part
of thiose interesting details could bu given.
1 have no intention of even approactinig
so gigantie a subject; -I nierely %vish to fll
a page of '1'i Ow,.'.s St. l>atrick's 1)ay
numiber, and to recali, by anl examiple to
the children of our race, tic beauties of
tîtose ages of Faitlî. 'l'lie lîistory of the
endless and bitter persecutions to which
thie Irish people wçerc subjected is too
well known to the world to need any
recapitulation. 'tlie swords of the iii-
vaders and thc statutes of the 1>ale, the
black raveti of the north, and the red ilag
of tlle Commionwealth, the venlomlous
lîatred of the English, te terrors of
Strongboiv, the cauion of Cromîwell, the
victimis of Wexford and the broken treaty
stone without tic Thiornond Gate of
Limnerick, the iîilitary brutality and the
judicial inhunianity, the lîunted priest,
the purchased jury, the liedge sclîool and
the scaffold, the bribery and the infornîer's
adventures, ail tiiese and a thiousand otlîer
details have been recorded in our his-
tories, sung in our ballads, flung uponlthe
catîvas of our painters, traced by our
caricaturists, repeated by ou r 1dv
minýstrels, learncd faitlifully by our pea-
sauts anci their r.hildren, and have served

Lu keep alive Lue torch of faith and Lo fan
into perpetual existence and inmmortality
that <'ift wliiclî St. Patrick con lided Lu our
forefaithers' kecping centuries and cen-
Luries ago.

WVe are zîo%% iii the iniiddle of Lent, and
%ve look forward Lo the coining of Easter.
So is it ivith the Iish race. The Lenten
season of over seven i hundred years of
sorrowv and persecution lias nearly 1)assed
over, the daivning of Baster is at hiand,
Mien the Angel of Freedoni shall Il corne
down anîd roll away the stone froîîî the
seenîchre" of a nation's liberty, and comn-
mtand lier to arise to a glorious Resurec-
tion-and Uic arnîed Nvatchers over the
sleep thecy deeniied eternal, %vill grow
pallid iii thîcir arniour, anci their swords
will fail trotîî thtir palsied hands. 'l'len
in the Cires of I'reedonîi's 1Pentecost, fdlled
wvith the spirit of more than eartlîly lîcro-
ismi, "wvitlî divers Longues," the clîildretî of
the Celtie race sliall go forth-as of old
---tu preach to ail nations the grandeur of
that faitli which tlîey lîad keît th)rough)out
ail the vicissitudes of the past, and vhicli
iii turn lias guided theni, like the fiery
îuillar of cap)tive Isiaei, Il through the
dreary dcsert of tlîeir bondage," and con-
ducted themn to the land of thîeir prornised

Iii no more fitting inanner could 1 illus-
trate the fidelity Nvitli which the lrisli
p>eople have clung to ttiîir national religion
Lhan in rccalling one of iiieir tnauy pious
custoirs -custonis mîat becamie as nation-
al as the ligiing of Il Bel-ires"» on St.
Johni's eve, or the nîid-sunîmiier festival of
-Lady-Day."' Anîonigst no peolte are
înprecations as well as devotions miore
prevalent tlîan aniongst the lrisli. In tlîe
Celtic a curse is sonîething fearful .a
prayer is soinething transcendcty sub-
limte. The peaisant's "God save you

kidy"or~ <'iIy leavenl lie y'our I)ed.,"
conveys a religivils idea, a v.1 r that onu
"'Good morning," or «Tlîatk you," pales
before. 'l'lic very sliglîtest and sirnplest
act iii the day is isually preceded by an
invocation to God or the Blessed \'irgin.
So iccustonmed ha:ve hie people beconie
to tlîus cail upon 1-leaven for aid, that one
is flot surprised to hear IlGod lîelp nie,"
or IlHoly Mother!" aned suchi-like expres-
sions used where other people Nwould sav
Il arn iii trouble," or Il by tlds or tz ai 1

This habit anmongst individuals corres-
ponds strikingly withi the custoni of uni-
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