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every year to, deliberate and enact laws, and
amiongst these are to be found gentlenmen
of very high culture and of remarkable at-
tainnients in every branch of knowledge.
Tbe Holy Father bas nanied as chancel-
lor of tbe University, His Grace the Arch-
bishop of Ottawa and bis successors for
ever and bas signiflcd bis desire that ai
the Bishops of Ontario shouid be overseers
of the institution. *The influence of tbese
Rigbrt Reverend gentlemen cannot but be
beneficial. The Sovereigii Pontiff bas
done bis share, bis blessing and words of
encouragement will do much, but more is
necessary; we nmust correspond with bhis
good purposes and try to make our College
wortby of the titie conferred upori it.

EXAMIINA l'iS

Within a few weeks %ve shall be in the
niidst of the June e-xarninations, and a few
words may flot be inappropriate ai this
nmoment. Tbey are one of these subjects
old but at the sanie tinie ever new, and
we need to be constantiy reniinded of
tlîeir brigbt side, for tbeir continuai recur-
rence seenis but to increase our distaste
for such trials of our past work. Exanii-
nations, like ail things demianding increas-
ed efforts on our part, are naturally
repugnant. During the past year the col-
unîns of tbe Nineteenth century have b3en
the scene of an anirnated discussion on
the utility of examinations, in wbich sonie
of the most distinguisbed educationalists
bave participated. Varicus conclusions
have been arrivcd at, but wbatever indivi-
duals nîay think, the conmmon consent of
men wiii ever regard examninations in sonie
formi or other as trials of the capabilities
of candidates for bonors in any depart-
ment of art and science. Nothing in-
spires such a spirit of work and enthusiasmn
for study as :he thought of an approach-
ing examination ; emiulation is aroused
and ail the energy even in the duilest

students is called forth. If the paliers are
generai and free from knotty and particu-
lar questions, the minds of the students wvill
gain much by their being obliged to sumi
up in as fewv words as possible thecir
knowiedge of the subjects of examina.
tion. The more conîprehensive one's
knowledge is, the more it really de-
serves that naine; it then beconies
science. But there is a class of students
towhom we would lîke to say a feév words:
it to those the result of whose examina-
tions has not,,been equai to, their expecta-
tions. They miust not think because of
their failures that ail their past work bas
been in vain. Labor in any department of
'knowledge,» however lightly it may have
been pursued wiii not be iost for the future.
This is especialiy true of the physical
sciences, in whicb personal experituent
often takes the place of more purely intel.
lectual operations. Their habits of ob-
servation thus developed and which are
not as a rule called into requisition in ex-
aminations wvili certainly not be useless in
bis afrer life. But we have yet sonie
time and mucb may be done to prepare
for those trials of our year's work. l'le
sýying of Horace imiprobus labor ojnnzia
vincit is as true in our days as it was
eighiteen hundred years ago.

JEEFFERSON ANAD SCIZOOL
LD UCA TION.

Thomas Jefferson may have erred in
matters concerning religion and poiitics,
but bis views on education seemn to have
been very sound. flic pririciples wvhich
govern the school systems of France, the
United States and Canada are not wliat
the sage of Monticeiho would, have apt
proved. In these countries, it is heid thit
education primarily and properly belongs
to the State ; that the schools, the children,
the formation of the national character, the
training of the teachers, all belong to the
State. In Ontario the priricipIe is ad-

250


