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nation: ' Jesus," says Saluit Paul, "lthat he rnighitsanctify
"1the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate
(Heb. 1--2.). By shedding his Blood Jesus purchases his
owvn Church, and hie makes pure and holy that Church to
which ail men are called, which extends everywvhere, and
wvhich wvill last until the end of the vor1d : "1which hie
hath purchased with his owvn blood." Acts 20:28.)

That acquisition of the Church by the Saviour, Saint
Paul is pleased to describe 'vhen wvriting to, the Ephesians:
"Christ loved the Chiurch and deli.vered himself up for it :
"that lie might sanctify it, cleansing it by the laver of the
"water ini the Word of life. Thiat hie might present it to
"himself a glorious Church not hiaving spot or wvrinkle or
"any such thing, but that iiè should be holy and without
"blemish." (Eph. V : 25-27.)

AIl that sanctifying wvork is the fruit and blossom of
lus Blood ; his Blood is the gerrn and seed ; It is endowed
for ever wvith an inexhaustible fruitfulness, It unceasingly
preserves life in the whole body of the Church, that inti-
mate, supernatural life which cornes from heaven and con-
duets ro it.

VI. TlHE., BLOOD 0F JESUS IS OUR STRENGTII IN
COMI3ATTING.

Our life upon earth, says the Ifolv Ghost, is a wvar-
fare ; a terrible %varfare against powerful enernies ; a wvar-
fare sovereignly important since our eternal interests de-
pend upon the r-esuit thereof ; a decisive warfare. for the
end of it xviII deternuine %vhetiier wve shall be happy or mise-
rable for ail eternity. In that struggle the Blood of Jesus
is our strengh, our nuost solid and nuost constant stay, ot. r
invincible support. The f,)llowving passage is the most
glorious proof of that truth ; it is also taken frorn Saint
John : "And I heard a Ioud voice in heaven, sayihg:

"Now is corne salvation, and strength, and the kingdomi
"of our God, and the powver of his Christ : because the

"'accuser of our brethren is cast forth, wvho accused them,
"before the throne of God day and night. And they
"overcame him by the blood of the lainb, and by the
"Word of the testimony, and they Ioved not their lives
"unto death. Therefore rejoice, o heavens, and you that
dwell therein."

(Apoc. XII, 10-12).
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