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YOWEL SOUNDS & VOWEL LETRS.
By Euiza B. Burnz, New York

The first articl in Heratp for Feh.
interested me. MrGholson has di~cov
erd, perhaps rediscoverd, the true na
ture of those vowel sbunds heretofore
styled difthongs. They ar nota union
of two simplvowels - an imposibility -
hut sounds emited while the organs of
speech change from the positionfor one
simpl vowel to that for another. The
term *‘Glide Vowel’ is therefore more
apropriat than ‘difthong’. The exact
number of Eng. vowels is yet unsetid,
but it wil now be easier to clasity such
vowel sounds as orthoepists ad mit to be
distinet. All mav be clast as Simpt
Short, Simpl Long. or Glide Vowels.

Simpl Short Vowels ar free sounds
uterd quikly while the organs of speech
ar in a fixt position. The vowzls of this
clasar Y in pin ¥ in pen, 1 in pan, o
in nof, U in nul. win put. Truae, with
some individuais and in some localitis
these Short or stopt vowels become
lengthend or drawld: but they ar sus-
ceptibl of a short, crisp uterance which
can not be givn to other vowels. The
Simpl Long Vowels ar made while the
organs of speech ar in a fixt position,
and the sounds, if not esentialy lorg,
may be prolongd without producing a
sens of incorrect pronunciation. Try
beet with bit; naught with not; pool with
pull. The Simpl Long Vowels ar ah
in bar, awin ball, ee in beet, oo in boom,
and to these must be aded uk in burr
—altho uhk ocurs before » only—and o
as herd in New England pronunciation
of whole, stone. and some other mono-
sylabls, but also herd when o is unac-
cented, as in the first sylabl of propose,
polemics. ete. The Glide Vowels ar T
oi, ow. ew. also a in fuil, a in fair and
oin . The glidein I1s from almost
any vpen or medial vowel, g, i oreven
& to the close vowel 1. O: glides from
awto 1.  Ow from ak to u in put—not
from oin ox to u in put, asstated p. 45.
Fw begins with 1 and ends with oo, a
in fail begins with ¢ and closes on T;
ain fair beginson & or & and glides
to &t in up; ok begins with pure unac-
cented o, herd in the first s¥labl of propose.

and glides tvards oo, but dees not iuclude co.
The vowels noted stapd thus:

S¥PL
8gorr V.

{ a o 4 u i a
cat cot pet out pit put

SvPL ah aw o uh @ o0
LoNGg V. ! jar jaw whole fur feel foo}
Gmmr.; i oi o oW & a o
VowrLs? file toil fowl few fate fair foe

I do not congider any of the above mentiond
to be “Shade Vowels;” nevertheies it may
not be necesary to distinguish by diferen®
letr the o in whkole from tho o in jo: or the u
in cur from the u in cwt; or the a in jair from
the a in fate. Foneticinus a divided upon
this point, and I think pone but individual
decisions can be arived at, until the ears of
peopl generaly hav been ocultivated to dis-
criminate sounds with much greater exaci-
nes than now. My experience during thirty
years of teaching fonetic print. is that chil-
dren diccriminate sounds easily; and I wud
far rather teach them with an aifebet which
denoted all recognizabl vowel sounds, lthan
with one which provided signs for only a parg,
leaving the remainder to be guest at; especi-
aly if I decired to teack exactand correct
pronunciatjon.

‘With other teachers of fonografy, I find it
very dificult to get pupis to apreciate the
diference betweon ak and oinox. In N.York,
the pronunciation of sush words as not,
waat, was, 13 nakt, kwoakt, wahz; the ah being
cut short; and so when teaching Fonic Short~
haxd, rather than delay, I let s*udents voca~
%i_ze in acordanee with their own pronuncia-

ion.

. Anotber point: Teachers in public scools
nave frequently consulted me as to the real
v.wel sound in God and dog. To cut the o
short in pronouncing God as they do in rod,
seems to them irreverent, while they do not
coneider Gawd in good taste, “Now,” say
they, “what is the irue vowe] sound?”’ I tel
them, the quality of the vowel is aw. but that
tho sound shud be made shorter than whien
pronounsing the word Maud. This shortend
aw, required for God, is, I think, no more un-
certan a sound than the shortend ak in ask
and pass, as_uterd by persens who do net
say dsk and piss, the latr being the
more comon pronunciatien.

Again; in such words a8 Lord and cord,
can we say that the vowel gound is that of o
short as in lot? The sound is &s truly aw in
lord a8 inlaw; and in an exact fonetic pring
poth must havthe same repregentation. For
the present we dispose of the perplexity by
calling the sound of » when folowing & vowel,
& “icorrupting influence:” for 1t is a fact that
the » element is frequently present when any
peculiar dificulty arises in determining the
proper vowel 2ound, or vowel 'etr, to be used.
But s distinct sound is no les .o when it ocurs
before o particular consonant, as the aw
sound in lord (soft, broth,;cross, eto., ar othep
ilustrations); or when it is i:erd only be-
fore one certan consonant, as u in urm,
which sound ocurs only before », Theeain
fair also ocurs only before r,unles drawld
3, herd among native of the Suthern
States in their pronuncistion of past, ask,
basket, (vaast, aask, baasket,) atc., 18 consid-
erd tho yowel in fair. To my ear itis the
same, minus the glide towards » which canot
be avoided in utering pair, care, their, 6tc.

—Mr 8. Crare rites from Toronto
that he wud pot like tosee alfabet of
S.R. A. adopted—he is not alone,




