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The first artici in IIeRArD for Feh.
intearested me. MrGholson lias di:'cov
erd, perhaps rediscoverd, the true na,
ture of those vowel st>nnds heretofore
styled di tthon gs. They ar nota union
of two simpi vowels - an imposibility -
but sounds ernited white the organs of
speech change from the position for one
simpi vowel to, that for another. The
term ',Glide Vowel' is therefore more
apropriat tIan 'difthong'. The exact
number of Eng. vowels is yet unsetld,
but it wil now be easzier to ciasîfy such
vowel sounds as orthoppists admit. to ha
distinct. Ail mav ha clast as Simpi
Short, Simpi Long. or Glide VoweIs.

Siînpl Short Vowvels ar free sounds
uterd quikly wsi le the organ2 of speech
ar in a fixt position. The vowls of this
clas ar Y in pin tf in pen, àl in Pan, ô
in not, il in nul. Ù in put. True, with
some individup.1s and in somne localitis
these Short or stopt vowelq become
lengthend or drawld: but they ar sus-
ceptibi of a short, crisp uterance which
eaun fot be givri to other vowels. TI'le
Simpi Long Voîcl8 ar made white thq.
organs of speech ar in a fixt position,
and the sounds, if not esentialy long,
may be prolongd without producing a
sens of incorrect pronuinciation. Try'
beet with bil; naught with not; pool with
pull. The Simpi Long Vowels r ah
in bar, aw in ball, ee in beet, oo ini boonz;
and to these maust be aded uh, in burr
-atho 'uh ocurs before r only-and o
as bard in New Englsnd pronuinciation
of toho(e, stone. and some other mono-
sylabis, but also herd when o is unse.
cented, as in the first sylabl of'propose,
poleni, s. etc. The 6Glide Tfnw2elsý ar I
oi, ow. ew. aiso a in Iiii, a infiir and
o in. e. The glide in 1is from aimost
any open or medial vovvei, ah, ù or even
'5 tg the close vowel T. Oi glides fromn
au, to T. Ou> froni ah te u in put-not
from, o in ox to u in put, as stated p. 45.
E> begins with T and ends with oo, a
ini fait begins with r, ai closes on 1;
a in fair begins on àt or ü~ and glides
to ùi in up; oht begins with pure unac-
oented o. herd in the firét Fylabi tf propýose
aud gides toardsoo. but doesnrot tiluclde o
The vo"els noted stand th us:

SMPLv i &t (ot e, ui
OIT.ýcat oc pet out Dit put

SrmPL ¶ai an o ulh ce o
LONG V. jar jaw whole f ur fel fool
GLIDF i ol ow7 6W a a O

Vowss file toit PMw few fate fair foe
1 do not consider any of the abovo ,nentiond

to bu "Shade Vowelq;" neverthoecs it inay
pot be nioesary to distinguish by diferen'
Ietr the o in whole from the o in ;o: or the ut
in cur from tho u in euet; or the a inhair froin
the a in fate. Foneticiaii8 a dî'zded upon
this point, and I thina none but individual
decisions ran bu arived at. until the esrs of
peopi generaly lus' buen oultivated bo dis-
criminate sounds with niuoh greater exact-
nus than non. Nly experience during thirty
Sears of teachinic fonetic print. i% that chl-
dren dlz-criminate sounds easily; and 1 wud
far rather teach thern with an alfabet which
denoted ail recogni.abl vowel sotinâs, than
Tith one wbioh provided sigiîs for only a part,
leavinz the remainder to be guest ai; especi-
aly if I devired to teaoL« exact and corract
;)ronunciatjon.

Wicb other teachers of fonografy, I flind it
very dîficuit bo get puis to apreciate the
diferenoe between ah and a in ox. Iu N.York,
the pronunciation of snob words as no,
iwiiat, ive, hs riakt. hwoaht, tcohz; the ah being
Cut short; and so when teaohiDg Fonie Short-
haxsd, rather than delay, 1 let s'.udents voca-
lite in aco-dance with their own pronuncia'-
tien.

Another point: Teachers ln p, 'blie scools
nave frequentiy consulted me as to the real
,.wel snund in God aud dog. To eut the o

short in pronouncing God as they do in rod,
seems to thein irreverent, -hile they do not
consQider (.rod in good ta8te. 'Now," say
they, owhat is the true vowel sound?" 1 tel
thens, the quality of the vowel is ao, but that
thù aound shud be made shorter than wlien
pronouniing the word Moud. This shortend
a7w, required for God, is, I think, nu mnore un-
ourtan a souud than the shortend ah in ask
and pass, as uterd by persuns who do not
say ltsk and pilss, the latr being the
more comon pronunciation.

Again; in 8uoh words as Lord and crd,
Can we 'gay that the voweI sound is that of o
short as in loi! The sound is as truiy aiw in
lord as in law; and in au exact fonetie print
both must bas' the samne representation. For
the present ne dispose of the perislexity by
calling thse sound of r when folowing a vowel.
a '1corrupting influence;"I for it is a fact that
thse r element, is frequently presentw hebn any
peouliar dificulty arises in deternsining thse
proper vowel *oùnd, or vowel 'etr, to beunsed.
But a distinct souxsd is no les ..o when it ocurs
before a particular consonant, as thse ans
souud in lord (soft, broth -cross etc., an other
ilustrations>; or 'when "let is beni onuy ho.
fore one certan consonant, as u in ura,
which sonnd cours only before r. T1he a in
fair also ours only Sefore r, unies dnawld
fi, bord among nativa -f the Suther'n
States in thein pronuinciation of psost, aetc,
ba8ket, (paast, aask bassaket ) etc., is consid-
erd the vowèl in /o:r. To nxy ear it is the
saine, miinus thse glide towards r which canot
bo avoided in uternug palir, care, ikeir, etc.

-Mfr S. (JLÀAE rites from Toronto
that he wud not like to see alfa bet of
S.R. A. adopted-he is net alone.


