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Portugal laurels and yew, and sunny bits of lawn,1
one of which boasted a magnificent Himalaya(
pine featbering to the ground, and bordersi
'blazing with colour and sunlight, and sbadyi
nooku, cool and green, of rock-work clotbed(
* witb ferns, and ground-ivy and periwinkle and1
violets. The house itself and ail its depen-1
dencies wcre tapcstried with Virginia creeper,
clernatis, jasmin, ivy, and crimson China roses,i
and againit the coach-bouse wall, in the face of1
the south-west sun, was trained a vine that ini
e ven moderateiy bot summers yielded rich dlus-,
tcrs of yellow- tinted -sweet -watered grapesi
southern vineyards need not bave despised. Forj
the place was ivarm and dry and sbeltered, andg
everything about it tbrove, and seemed to take1
pleasure in growiuag and spreading, and Nllyi
ioved and tendad tbem ail, and they rewarded
ber.

To this *home Neily bad corne as a littie cbiid
aftar ber mothcr's death, and sha remembercd
ne other. That was a good many years ago,
for sha was now two-and-twenty, tbough sbe
bardly iooked s0 much. For she was a littie

:tbing, piump, with a round face, smiling dark
.eyes, and a briglit brown complexion ; one of
duhose girls whose good looks consist in perfect
bheaitb, in colouring and expression, and a certain
freshness of appearance-fresbness moral as weli
as physical-that keep the owner young for long.
'Ber uneventful and unambitious life had bitherto
passed in that bappy monotony that is best suited
to sucli natures as bers ; cheerful, briglit, con-
tented ones, that take the daily duties of their
lumble lives as pleasures, not sacrifices, and are
yet flot without a touch of refinemeut that makes
theduties iess prosaic. She iuecd not have been
now ikeeping ber father's bouse, had she been
minded to 'keep bouse of ber own. Two years
ago ber fatber bad bad a haîf-pupil, haif-assistant,
Mr. Baker, who had a littia money of bis own,
and expectad to bave soîne more, and who would
fain bave bad ber promise to become Mrs. Baker
whan ha should bave acquired sufficient age and
instruction"I te set up on bis own book," as be
expreasod.it. But Nelly bad not been seminded.
She did net care for Mr. Baker; sbo first iaugbed
at bini, aad than, wben be decame piteous in con-
s-equence, she was sorry for him, veryisorry. But
she couid not marry him. Wben she thouglit of
lier father as a companion (for not being in tbe
faintest degree la love, sbe looked at tba two men
in tbid iigbt), and then tbougbt of Mr. Baker, she
fit it could neyer, neyer be. And sha bad not
for a moment at any time regretted or repented
ber decision, but went on in ber quiet way,
taking ber chance of what the future migbt bring
ber.

Among Dr. Britton's occasional patients was a
very grand famiiy indeed. The Earl of Ley-
tonstone liad an estate about tbree miles from
Summerfield, and there be passed a part of every
year with bis two chidren, the littIe Lord Leith-
bridge and Lady Agnes Coiiingwood, wbo, under
the care of a young tutor and an elderly gover-
ness, for their mother was dead, lived aimost
entirely at Lejtonstone Hall.

The young tutor was a north countryman,
wboso father, a poor clergyman, holding a littie
cure ln a village among the bills ln Wcstmore-
land, bad, seeing the boy's aptitudes, struggied
liard to sand him to collage. He had educated
hlm humself up te that point, and then Andrew
G;ralam had entered Oxford as a sizer, and bad
worked, and read, and lived bard, as few men in
that ancient seat of learning are givea to do. He
had carried al lioaours before bum, ho could
Write and speak five modern languagas, and
read seven lieo knew at his fingars' ends ail the
best books in &il these, besido the classical
tangues ; but of men and womea the knew abso-
iutelY nething. Poor, proud, intenseiy sby, and
devotcd te study, lie îived entireiy apart from
even the men cf bis cwa standing in bis owa
collage, Ia their sport as in their work ha kept
aloof, oniy fortifying himself against the exhaust-
ing nature of bis labours by prodigious walks,
keeping alwaYs the sanie pace up bil and down
dale, choosing the Most solitarY Patbs, and neyer
lieading weather. Ia the course cf tie h ad
been 90 fortunate as te obtairu hiq present post,
that cf tutor te, the littia 140r IÀeithbridge, and
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librarian to bis fatber, who boasted the possession 1
of one of tbe finest private libraries lu Euglaad;1
and as bis pupil was but tweive, bis work witb
regard to hlm was se liglit, that the greator part
of bis time couild casily ha devoted to the labour
hae delighted in-the came and arrangement of
bis beloved books.

Poor Andrew, hae was not comeiy to bebold,
and was young la notbing but bis years. Ha
was paie, and had thia wbiskers, and wore higb
shirt-collars, and besitated in bis speech. He
was 80 intensely, 80 painfully shy, and speke se
rartely, tbat when caiied upon te spaak it seemed
as thougbhali was tee uaused to tbe employmeat
of uttered language te ha, able to find the words
hae wauted. lu the presence, cf wemen, and
especiaily yoting wemen, hae absoiutely trembied.
It was long before hae could raply, witbout start-
ing and sbriuking, te, Mr. Brereton's-Lady
Agnes's goveness-softly spoken questions, sud
bad Lady Agues berseif been more than thirtean
wben ha first entered on bis duties, I doubt if bie
would bave ventured into bier presence.

And yet it was net lu buman nature, ia young
buman nature, at ail eveuts, to live without soe
companionsbip beyond that of a cbild. Andrew
had 1usd a bad and a long illuess, and ini this
Dr. Britton bad attended bum, and when hae
recovered, it somehow came' about that the
patient bad, hae bardly knew how himself, fond
that it often bappeuad that lu bis walks bis steps
teuded towards the doctor's cottage ; and wben
ha came to the garden gate, that was just an
cpening in -the mass cf green that surrounded
and overtopped it, giving a peep through te the
bouse along the sunny gravai waik, lying ha-
tween borders of giowing flowers, hae remembered
ho bad something te say te, or sometbiug te ask
cf, the doctor. You will thiak that the doctor's
daugbter might bava beau f&r something in this
attraction ; but it was not se. If hae caught a
glimpse of lier ln the garden, or heard bier voice,
lie îassed on bis way with a nervous sense of the
narrew escape ho bad encountered. This was
at first ; after haviug accidentally encountered
ber a few times wben calling on ber father, and
found that she took littie notice cf hlm, be
becama more reassured, and beyend a certain
amount cf trapidation ln taking off bis bat, and
replying to ber simple greating, lie learaed te
meet hiem without furtber discomposuire.

Nelly would look aftem hlm witb a pitying
woudem, and soe curiesity. Sucb a nature and
sucli a lifa as bis te ber, genial, enargetie, expan-
sive, was a painful puzzle.

"Is hae always lika that, papa VI
"Always, 1 believe, my dear, la compangy."
"Tben hae neyer eau know anybody.
"Yes, I fancy ia the course cf tima ha miglit

get te know people te a certain extent. Ha does
me-a littie."1

Hle must ba very umbappy, papa'?"
"Except wbea among bis boks, or in bis

long walks, ha eertainly mustfeel rather wretch-
ed, 1 should imagine."

Neily theugbt about it a littla more, and then
went te feed bier poultry. Buit thera was a youug
cock whoe faire sud painful position la the
pcultry-yard weuld semebow bring back te bler
mmnd the ecollectica of Mr. Graham. Ha had
net long coma te ceck's estate, and hae was thin
and net very sieak in bis plumage ; and the
oider and strouger cock had bullied hlm and put
bum down, tili hae bardiy dared te cail bis iebis
own. Haea-as net naturally a ceward;,ha bad
made a good tlgbt for it at first, and indced it
was bis asserting himseif against the supremacy
of King Chlanticlear that had first awakeued that
arrogant bird's wrath against hlm. But hae was
ne match for Chauticleer, and bad, after innu-
merable defeats and soe maulings, been cern-
pelled te succumb ; and ha now loitemed about
lu corners, aud moped about la sheds, and teck

Lsuatcee of food in a wary fashion, on tba ont-
skirts cf t'ho grcup gathared round Neliy, ready
te fly if ever Chauticleer looked bis way, and
aven nervous if thealbans pecked at bii.

"g Poor feilow," Nelly said, threwiug hlm a
bandful cf ba.rley, and cuttiug off Chanticleer lu
bis instant attemnpt te driva hlm away from lt.;
ilycu certainly aire very like Mr. Graham-veryLlika. I think I shal eali you Andy ; get away,

Ohauticicer ; I won't bava Andy bullied and bis
life mada miserabie, poor fellow !" and another
handful cf harley fell te bis shara. From that
day Nelly teck Andy under lber espacial care
and patronage, and fed and patted hlm, tilie h
grew fat and well-iikiug, and iearaed te play
bis second fiddla se creditabiy that Chanticleer
held hlm in sufficient respect ne longer te molest
hlm.

Meanwbile the uiontbs were lengtheuing into
years, and Andrew Graham plodded on at the
oid work, in the old way. But a change bad
coma witbin, thougli the cutar man showed
notbing cf it-as yet. The cause may as well
ha told at once ; tbe puer studcnt had fallen ia
love, with the sort cf love that is certain te
awaken lu the bearts cf such mca wben it doea
awake, with Lady Agues, now sixteen.

The word love is used in so0 many phases whare
thara is no passion at ail, that ut fails to convey
any notion of the feeling that possessad the whoia
beiug cf the pogr tutor. It is netbing te say it
was part cf himself ; thae ld man was lest in the
new identity it gava birth te. Day and night it
was the oua ever-presant raality, ah ailse fading
inte shadowy insignificance.

Lady Agnes was a pmatty girl, very mach like
a tbousand otber pretty, well-brought..up, simple
girls.

She had large limpid grey eyes, and a faim
pure skiu, aud lhem colour weut and cama easily
in sweet girlisb blushes, aad all hem thouglits
and ways were innocent and natumai. She was
net the least claver, aud but modemately accom-
plisbed ; for Mrs. Brereton wisely thouglit that
goed genemal culture was more to ha deslred
than the attempt te force mediocre abilities inte,
the painful acquirement cf arts, la which hier
pupil neyer could hope te excel, and in, this viaw
Lord Leytenstoae fully coincided.

It was pmobably the chammi of this vemy girlish
simpiicity that in eaiity captivated .Andmew's
beart ; but bis imagination acted the part cf a
fairy godmother, and bastewed on the idol every
gift cf mind sud body that wcman eould possess
and man adore.

This love, that dared not relieve itself by aay
outward expression, that entemtainad ne prospect
lu the future, that beped for aethiug, that aspired
te aothing tangible, that was ail cousentrated la
the breast cf hlm wbo conceived it, roda hlm
like a beautiful nightmare, lovely un itself, but
te hlm cruelly, pitilassly tymannous, taking pos-
session cf ail bis faculties, goading hlmi inte a
sort ef abiding fraazy that made hlm wild and
baggard sud distracted.

At times, while giving the usual daily lassons
te, bis pupil, the boy would look up te bis la-
structor, wondemiag at the trembling band, the
husky voice, the working features, sud soe-
tumes at the stmangply absent words that fell
from i hm. Thea Audmew would try te recail bis
seases, nail bis attention te the work hae was
engaged lu, and, the task completed, rush forth
sud wandem alone for heurs among the pina-
woods sud on the hill-sides, striving by move-
ment sud fatigue te, stili the spurit that possessed
hlm.

Sncb a condition cf things couid bardly fail
te escape Mrs. Bremeton's quietly observant eye,
uer was it long befora she guessed semething cf
the real state cf the case, sud great was the par-
plexity into -%vbich it threw hier. Lord Leyton-
stone was abroad, and theugli sha miglit hava
spokea te bim ou the subjeet, she hardly knew
bow te put it lun vriting. Lady Aguas must,. Of
ail ethers, ha kept lu ignorance of the passion
sha bad inspirad ; anda thougli Mrs. Brereten
had sufficient confidence la Andrew te feel pretty
well assured that ha wouild net seek te make, it
known te heer, sha dmeaded, seeing the nature cf
the man, soea lvoluutary outburst, soe
accidentai circunistance occurring te briag it te
light. Should she speak te himself? Yat,
though lu ber own mind almost persuadad cf
the truth cf lhem suspicion, lhe bad doua aotbing
te justfty Ler lu opauing the mattar te hlm, wbule
it mested on ne more tangible grounds than it
did at present. Se the good woman tuirnad the
matter over lulherm mmd, waiting for semae feasible
mode cf selving the difficulty te present itef.

One momning hem pupil said, after haviug, as


