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" Paris Bxlubmon, 1878. It is question-
* able that” Bérquem first introduced the

7

men, still exists nmong the dimimshing
rolics of tho past. Nor1s 1t to be sup.
posed that this art was entirely unknown
tomore ancient nations.  In India, frow
the earliest times, a mode of releasing
the crystal from its native husk was em.
ployed, which probably differed less in
principlo than in application from that
now used in London and Amsterdara.
The gem-ongravers of antiquity not only
worked eoxtensively with the dinmond-
point, but”in somo .cases ongraved the
* indomitablo stoﬂg‘xtself In the Duke
of Bedford's oolloohlon, for instance, is a
dinmwoud  engraved with the head of
Posidonius, und ono bearing a portrait of
s Roman .emiéror was to be scen at the

metﬁod ofg atting diamonds into regular

-an’employed for the purpose the
1th the powder of the gem itself,
prccisoly aftor the modern fashion. In
1475, he made his first experiment of the
*porfeot cut ”’ on threo rough stones sant
him by Charles the Bold, who was famed
for his magnifience in jewels. all threo
were worn by the unfortunate Duke of
Burgundy, probably with some regard to
safety as to splendor, in his disastrous
battles with the Swiss, but the talismanic
snlue had gone out of them, 8o they wera
Jost with the fortune of their owner, and
after many singular adventures, found
their way each to the treasury of 4 sepa-
rate foreign poteutate. The most cele-
brated of these was the « Sancy” diam-
ond, a fiue stone of 58% carats. It was
picked up on the field of Nancy by a Swiss
soldier, who sold it for a florin to =
priest ; unsuspiciously redisposed of by
him fora soarcely larger sum, and tran-
sported by the curronts of chance of trado
to Portugal, where it figured in 1489,
among,the crown-jewels of the unlucky
Don Autonio. This monarch in dificul-
ties first pledged, and then sold it e
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that only with his lifo would o have se-
parated with the precious charge comwit-
ted to him. And in fact, aftor some
farther search had been made, the mur-
dored body of tho messenger wus found by
tho roadside. It was opened, and the
diamond was discovered in the stomach!
Thus, by a Iast and despairing expediont
of fidelity, this nameless hero baffled his
foes at the very instant of seccumbing to
them, and left to posterity the memory
of an nction brightor than the gem whose
safoty it seoured. Through somo un-
known ohannel the * Sancy ' diamond
came into the possession of James II. of
Eugland shared bis exile, and was dispos-
ed of by him * for a considoration '’ to his
royal host. The ** well-beloved " Loui
wore it in the agrafe of his hat at his cor-
nation, and it rested gsiotly in the trea-
ury at the Tuileries until the troubles of
of the Revolution once more set 1t in
circulation it found its way to Spain, was
eold by Godoy to Prince Demidoff, and
purchased {from him by Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy for tha sum of 200,000 florins.
And here or the present its story ends
—Frasers' Magazine,

THE LARGEST OLOOK IN THE
WORLD

——

Tho great and lurgest clock in the
world was contracted for in the year of
our Lord 1847, and started running in
18569, and started striking in July of the
sameo year, although the constrnction was
nearly completed in 1854 by the first Mr.
Dent, a big name among watch and olock
makers at the present day. The architeot
was Sir Edmund Beckett Dennison, who
as o designer in horology, has ably proved
bimself on the top perch.

The clock in its general design is of
that kind known as the plaiform kind,
and-its plates measure 16 feet over all;
the ends are built into the wall, while the
 bracing resembles the trussing of our

100,000 livres io Harlay de Sagsyksdi, idges. There are three trains of wheels:

French nobleman, whose descen
Nicolas de Sancy, was induced to Pt
the gem in pawn for relief of a pressm
exigency of the crown in the time of
Henri ITI.  For this purpose it was en-
trusted to a servant to be carried to &
Jeweler at Metz ; but neither servant nor
Jewel reached their dostination, and the
conclusion seemed inovitable that the
teraplation had proved too strong for the
wan's fidelity. DeSancy alone never
wavered 1n in his reliance on the devo-
tion of his depundent, and maintained
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he time train in centre ; hour strike train
in the left ; quarter train on the right.
‘hie main wheels are 40 inches in diam-
eter, while the cam lifters for hammer
tails are Y8 in diameter. There 1s only
one cam lifter on mam houfheel, with
10 coms and 8% inch faces’ of  steel.
In this connection the above strength
is necessary om account of the
weight of the.bamwmer to be raised, (420
1bs.) to strilfe:tho great 15.ton bell. ‘The
quarter chtine hammers are much lighter
being.-in-portion to-the bells to be struck

by them. There are four, and thoy weigh
rom threo tona 18 owt, down to oune ton
and ono owt. The dinmeter of hoop wheol
is 80 inches, and the flys are in the usual
proportion, but as the flys are driven
with one pair of wheols to throw themn
on end and reduze friction, the {flys

proper rcsemblo a largo sized barn
door, aud the way they make the
wind blow is awful. I will now de-

soribe tho time train. 'Tho main wheel
is 28 inches diameter, whilo the barrel is
16 inches, with o capacity for twofeet of
line. Great wheel has 180 teoth ; contre
120 ; third 120; with piniong of 12, 1
and 9. This brings moe down to tho es-
capement, whioh is the far-famed.one-~-
the gravity. This oneis called the three-
logged, and is formed of two wheels with
threo tocth each on same artor, with
space between, and in this space comos
the lifting pallets, which are driven by
the weight, and as soon as the pendulum
swings against the lifted pallet it is re-
leased, thue allowing the pallet or arm to
propel the pendulum on its opposite pas-
sage, Where the same action takes place
and a corresponding impulse is given.
This escapement takes away all imper-
fection of trains, as the weight of pallet
arm alone gives impuise. This clock
beats two seconds ; length of pendulum
18 064-1000 feet from suspension to line ;
of oscillation ; weight of ball 685 lbs, ;
length of suspension spring 5 inches, 8
inchee wide and 1-60 of an inch thick:
glass used in dials, 24 tons, and with iron
cost £5,884. Going part takes 20 min-
utes to wind ; depth of well for weights
174 feet ; clock frame 4 feet seven inches
wide ; dinls 22} feet dinmeter ; weight of
minute hand 2 cwt. Ieng‘hM feet; the
pendulum rod is compensutmg, with an
applisnce for regulating. The cost of
this olock, in addition to dials and hands
as above noted, was a little under £8,400,
making the clock when finished cost the
sum of £8,784, The writer of this wil)
never forget the beautiful sounds of the
bells which the olock gives out when
striking. The large bell is heard ten 1niles
off, and the small ones fourto five. This

clock is reported giving an error of only
90 seconds per annum ; but the appliance
for regulating by making it faster or
slower as our city observatory does. de-
bars us from forming an idea what it
might be if left alone for one year.— W. A
Hexprig, in the Watchmaker and Metal-
worker. . B



