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licreties dwell upon mnystery, the necessity
of knowldge and wisdom. Tlcirs was
persuasiveness of speech and philosophi-
cal prescutation of doctrines hield and
iiropagated, but arnong the mnibers of
the churchecs of the pastoral Epistlcs it is
offly once rcferred to as a gnosis, with
the qualifying epithet falscly so-called,once
is the word uiystery uscd, and thcn exc-
plaincd wvhat the mystery is. HeIre it is
ratiier occul)ic( in discusisng endless gen-
ciogies, carrying on strife about wvords,
giving lieed to fables, doting about ques-
tions, and indulging in profane babblings.
In tlue Colossian hieresy therc is the cliarni
o! secrecy, the attraction of mystcry, and
the glanxour of a phljosophical systein
prcsented iii persuasiv-encss of speech,
whilc iii the pastoral Epistles it descends
to the low level of wrangling discussion
about words, ternis and stories, sceeuing-
ly a nuere systemn o! logic choppiug, vcry
siuuilar to tluat xvhich characterized uuuch
of the philosophiic speculation of the iiiid-*V
die ages. The iuethod and motive of
these nien -are presentced to us in the pas-
toral Epistles iii a very unenviable liglit.
Paul, in speaking of the evils of the last
time, xvhicli evils Tiiuuotly wvas to guard
agazinst as if the last tinie were alrcady
present, describes the hieretics as creep-
ing iu houses, leading captive silly
worneu, cver learning and uxever couxing
to the truth. They ire vain taîlkers and
(lccevers, nuen Wvho speal, lies and de-
ceive as a result o! thieir dlispute about
words, envy, strife, evil surinising. wrang-
Iings o! nmen corrupted iniiinind and bcre!t
of the truth. Thicir motive was of the
lowest type. Thesc are unen wvho suppose
Godiniess is thec way of gain. They teach
thîngs thcy ouglit not. and that for filthy
lucre. (Sec I, vi, 5. Tit., 1, 1l.) Nothi-
ing of this is uucentionied iii the Epistles to
tîxe Colossiaus. Eithcr these detestable
fteaturcs were not preseut, or Paul did not
desire. for certain reaisons, to present
tl.ni to us. As a result of this. wc fuud
nlo mention o! a falling away in the Epis-
thk to the Colossians, whilc ini the pastoral

WC find "tha-ýt Soue havec
umxdc shipwreck conccrning thefih"

.4ulenl have erred conccrning the

flitht and have turned a w ay ironm.
the truth into abominable, disobcdi-
ent. reprobate lives." Note that Paul
docs flot niake any speciflc attempt to es-
tablish tlie suprenuiacy of Christ in the
pastoral Epistles as hie does in the Col-
ossian letter. Hc states and enforces the
leading doctrines respecting the dïvinity,
eterruity, humanity and atonement o!
Christ, but does flot deal tvith theni froin
an argumentative standpoiint. This inay
be accounted for by two reasons. Either
Paul, in wvriting to Timothy, did no-t feel
the ueed o! this, or because he feit the
tcudency of this lieresy xvas practical
rather tan theoretîcal. To suin up, the
Colossian lieresy is philosophic, mysteri-
cal, contemplative, Ascetie that of tho
pastoral Epistles arguinentative, proies-
sional, practical, touching more directty
the life o! the Cliristian and leading inui
not ouuly to deny Christ, but into a forni
o! life most base and sinful.

3. As to> Stages o! Developnxcent.-It
lias beenl f.eit that the pastoral Epistles
must belong to, a muchi later date thian
the Colossian letter, in order to allowv the
tume necessary for the devclopment nman-
îfcst in thg- pastoral Epistles. This is
assuuiuig thait the hieretics o! Crete and
Eplhestus began just in the sanie wvay,
and procced in the sanie manner, as those
at Colosse. The assuniption is that thec
men of Crete and Ephesuis received- the
trutîx tîxus germiniated ini tlheir minds, andl
brouglit forth the product outlinced in the
pastoral Epistle. This inay bc truc. but
I îaux inclinced to (ccl that such personls
haive failecl to recoguize the fact of dli!-
ferzuce in tlue tenuperanient and mental
powcr o! diffeerut peCople. The people
of Crete an4d Epliesus mnay have beenl an
essentially (lifferceut type of People in
nuind and feeling (roux those at Colosse.
The hieretical teachers ilay have golie to,
worlc in at vastly difficrent way. In fact.
WvC have seu froin the forcgoing dliscus.--
sion that the iiethod w~as quite clifTcrent.
In recognizilig certain (omnis, more dr-
velol>e( than others, WC ileed to talze into
considcratiou not ýoily that a certain
anunt of tinie wvas necessary for this dhe-
velopuxent, but the conditions and en-


