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once taken froxin the class of positive
Bible conimxands of universal application.

But inay it not have the force oî. a
comnmand at one tinie, aithougrh not at
another ? Granted this, then how is one
to decide whien lie is sufficicntly sick to
inake this coxnnand binding upon bis
conscience, and with a penalty connectcd
withi disobedience? Who wvill decide
concerning the intinite variety of aches
and pains as to whichi corne under this
command and whichi not? Then wve
wvould naturally look for sorne rule,
either in the, immediate context or clse-
wvhere, wbiereby it xnay Uc known, wlien
the command is operative and wuhen not.
But no sucb supplemental directions are
griven, hience every one beconies of noces-
sity a law unto hirnself in this matter,
and no one lias authority to regrulate for
another as to whien it is an obligation,
and -when not, to cali upon the eiers in
tixne of sickness.

The inference froin all this plainly is,
that the words of James, so often quoted
as a command, are purely recommenda-
tory, even as in a previous verse one
whio is merry is recommended to sing
psalms. 

Z

If a reconirnndation, thon it is a
privilege, and as sncbi should be regarded.
The clear apprebiension of this wil
prevent a tendency to condemnn one
another when there is liesitancy on the
part of the sick to use their undoubted
privilege as indicated in this pass .age.

A minute following of the Apostle's
words would seern to restriet the invalid
to the eidlers, that is, to certain officiftls
of the church. But simple recommenda-
tions are not to Uc treated after such a
literaI, exacting rnethod. WTe presuine
that the principle involved in the pas-
sage is met wben any of the followers
of Christ who know how to use the
prayer of faith are called. So, too, the
use of anointing oil can Uc looked upon
as essential or not, according, to circum-
stances. To mnake any one 0part of the
directions essential, to Uc consistent, it
is necessary to make all of equal impor-
tance; for who hias authority to change
the text, or interpret it for others? If
the use cf oil is an essential part of the
recommendation, thlen the presence of
eiders is, and vice versa.

Therefore, w'c infer t.hat the passage,
as a whole and lin its several parts, is a
recomniendation, a kind of spiritual pre-
scription for the Christian who lias beti
stricken down by flisease, and is especi-
ally to Uc u.sed wvhcn tic praycr of the
patient alone fails to secure needed lielp.

AN INQUIRY.

We received the following inquiry by
card in the end of November last, but
continued absence frorn home bias pre-
vented us attending to it. If the post
office address had be ,en given, wve would
have communicated by letter wvithi the
writer, but as this could not Uc done, we
dccxii it righit to rcply, according to bi!s
requcst, throtigh the ExPosIToil.

"Noveinber 3Othi, 1885.
tgDEAR SI,-Please, for the sake of aul

anxioýs solul. tell, tlirougli the ExposITOn,
wvhcrc you find Scripture for the~ doctrine
tixat is hceld by the ExposîTofi thiat a con
verted soul is not hioly froîn the first of its
existence in Christ, or thiat a couvert lias
not a dlean lieart frorn the first. Do flot
ignore this card as fron a critie; I arn a
band-worker. \Vithi zeal for Christ and
charity for ail. T. R. M.

Will the brother be surprised if wve say
tliat, the ExPOSITOR bias not intentionally
taken the ground Ilthat a converted soul
is not holy froni the flrst of its existence
in Christ, or that a coenvert lias not a
dlean heart from the first ?" We arc
fully aware that the great niajority of
those wvho, write on tlîe subjeet of holi-
ness take this ground, and our nurnerous
selections froin writers who, hold thiis
view strongly may seem to imply that
we fully endorse it. But we have neyer
yet fully discussed the subjcct, nor do
wu decîn it nccssary now. Our method
of dealing with the subject is cntirely
practical. IPermit us to illustrate, using
youiself as an example. We assume
frorn your card that you are clearly con-
verted to God, and are existing in Christ.
Now, here is the commafid of God, Ci'Be
ye holy, for I arn holy." Are you obey-

ing this command eontinually ? Is your
oedience constant, and satisfactory to

yourself, and have you the witness of


