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ianother promise titan the one con2erîîing Christ;- for t ie law nover
jdid, and nover was dosigned to, bless ali n.iions.'

Moses and Paul being judge. then, wbat beconties of the ilbraharnic
covenant so eioqucntiy talked of.by the -D. D's., seeing thiere Nvere at
Ie(Ist two covenants nmade with Abrahiain.

A bir-d's oye view of these widc and most comprelierisive topics can
1hli given in a few sentences. God deterniined to bless Abraham by
inak,-iig hiini the ltead of a distinct and peculiar nation-also to bless
Iiiii by nîakzing hini a biessing to ail nations. Two promtises were
nmade to itai in accordance witli these purposcs, whiih. we re duiy rat-
ified or confirinied. When. Isaac grcw up, and afterwards wlien Jaeob

jtook Isaac's place, the promises in thieir proper forin of covenants
j were repeated. A.fter titis, fur between two and tliree hiundred yearq,
the twclve sons of Jacob were iiutipliid to tweive large tribes-a1
nation numibering its miliiiins. Tiue God of Abrahaiii, Isaac, and

hJaeob 110w becaine the God of the nation-ave thei a national iaw
-ed thiein as a nation to Canaan-subdued seven nations and put
theli in possesion of the inheritance, aecording to promise. The
national Iaw, let it be noted, was as perfctiy 'stited to tbe wboie
nation as the patriarchal cuac!tments ltad been suitcd for a famiiy or
fantilies, and %vas therefore independent of antecer.'ent authority.-
For the nation no longer looked to Abrahami, Isaac, Jacob, Josepb,
or Josepli's sons for practical enactutients;- but to the lawgivei of the
nation, Moses, the minister of God.

T hus the promnise to make Abrahtam a great nation was fulfilled
at Sinai rneariy four and a hiaif centuries after the promise was miade.
'flic oCher promlise-that concerning Christ-eould not yet hoe fui-
filcd. Six liundred years clapse, and David is king of Israel. But
the tine is not yet. Five hiundrcd y-ears conte and go after hing
l)avid's death, and the last Jewishi prophet dies. Aîtd stili no fulfil-
nient. Fiour hundred ycars transpire, anîd tlien the great leforier-
the second Elijah-the Preparer of the way-lifts bis voice to tue
thousands of Israel, saying "Repent, the kingdom inf heaven is at

1ltand"1 Througli the Cantons of Judah, and over tite distant Province
of , ilcthe strong voice of Jolin is iteard, exclaiîuing, "Tltink not,
Israelites, to reason witiîin yourseives that WC have Abrahjan for
a father-the axe is now-at the root of the treo;- and every tree that
bringeth not forth gond fruit is to bo eut do'wn." Strange doctrine

rto the sons of Abrahlani; tbe haughty Pharisee and the superciliousi
scribe hooded it Bot. Stili, multitudes press tc, the new preacher
and the new baptisni. A stranger froin Gafiee at lcngth appears on


