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aoidier and executioner are now to be dispensed witn for a tiine ; and
the aicholar and philosopher enter on the eontest with no less zeal and
industry than the former oneinies hadl employed. And yet their op-
position to the gospel was bonest-if bonest opposition could be-for
they plairily said Christianity is a falsehood, and 'we will show it s'o.
A respectable body, ini nunibers, learning, and talents, froin «Porplîyry
to Julien the apostate. cngagod in the contest. But tbey woe con-
fronted and confutcd by an Origeni, a Cyril, a Cbrysostom-and pos-
terity bias dccidcd that the palmn of vietory belongs to those iv'bo
wero"I set for the defence of the gospel." A success.ful1 attackz upon
Cliristianity n'as yct to be planned and excuted ;or ratiier to ho ex-
eeuted, for tlic plan n'as aircady projccted. Thon caine concessi .on,
accommodation, com mie Tla-'sasrybn' The bargain
n'as began. Cbiristianity biad obtaincd a naine ; and likoe the imiagcry
of the prophect: "lseven women shall lay liold con ono inn, saying WC
w~ill eut our own bread, only lot us be called by your nan,"-thie
cncn-ty hung about the borders, saig WC will eut ouir owvn breaci
and do our own work,: only lot us ho callcd by your naine.' A foiic'd
anld suporaninuated Paganîsîn was scen, witb sîniiles and graccfulniess,
to offer Lis liand to the virgin in white. But oc i l icad wec rnny
crowns, and bis liands fillod with gohd. The honorable places of thce

gworld wore lus. The virgin look.ed; and site oiy sun' tlue crowns. an d
gold, and places cf honor. And the barai n n'as coîîsuînnated. ' Oh
God! wbat, a day n'as tlîat ! Tho destiniy cf naiy gencrations n'as

1I gttbed up in flic issues cf tlîat one dark day. The nuptials ivcro
ut lcngtl celobratod by au eomperor, wlîo souglît te give luis imiîîîe teo
flic em.pire. The assimilation cf the mininrs cf tuie two sides cf thec
lieuse wvas now sceîî progrossing w'itlîoît rosiruint. Bit, alle-orv
uside. wliilo the clînroli yot in soîne îîîanncr confessed iie triiîii cf
Gcd and of Christ, cf juidgcîncnt ind rerbtothose trtîths ivere
noeutralizod by tlîoîr associations n'ith a nen' edition of tllue1 'kai, gam17es,

and mystcrics ofOGreece and Ptino ; urd tho înorality orfcf h ojO
j nas supplanted by an :uscetieisni iinportcd frein tlue east. Tite former rl

pontiff cf Romie, the high prjest cf Jupiter Innd h.is vestai vriî
1 ovrc roflectcd býy a, pontiffand niaideîîscf inotiier n:îme. Jptr

and Junus. and Mars, and Hercules are banislîcd, buit a, St. Peter

I wore forthi*,thiot.e.e-_u tlicy arcseî refi aced ycari-

gtu a courtesan of the court.
But it, nould 1b. ünpleasant teo trace this b.-gua inoveinorit t"irou,11h

iail' ifs serpentine wiîidiîngs; foi' it lovcd blood, and iii its stiny r'atAi ~
thoro n'as deatli. Ther' ýfolowed a !on -long--dark.l night. It ias f

1niglit. The lioly place rihbre Moses qtot)cl wîiile bchiolding tle, flîni -j
ln ui - the courte and streets thiat l)avici lo1ved ; ilmatgolylî,
thatprophe 'ts loved auJ' Wot. t1iç once ioly City. over whicli1 Jcsus 1

gthe Lord, ecluiîned, -, cr le.n ! 'Jerusaenu ! -1'ould ilion
lîadt kuwîtliy-day !"-ull-a.1l. wero trodd.-ii býy the foot cf Iinfidels,!

thePapùcy, witb lhis,kiflg., «and.his gýenerals. and arhîîios; ivitlî


