
THE CAItIELITE REVIE.W.

Arianism, or the heresy of Arius, who
denieîi the divinity of Christ, fostered
atnd protected as it was by the passions
of the wicked eniperors, had spread
over a great part of the Roman
empire.

Arius wîis a pricst of Alexandrin.
He miiintajnied tluit the doctrine of the
eternal generation of the Son of (od
t'rom the Father wiis crroneouis, and
that therc luis not anîd coîîld agI bc a
perfect, iîisoiute equal ity of' nat uie iii
the Fat letiinîlSoîi. in otiier îr,
Ari us mnîitîîined thiit aur Saî ioîîr,
îifter iii!, wiîs îlot (;od, buit only a
creatune. This te:îching would have
PrRcticall% overtui-ncd the eltine york
Of the Redeenîi. lience the doctrinie
was prcnîptly coîîdenined at the first
Ecunienicil or (;enerai Coîîncil of the
Church lield at Nice AI1). 32.9. 'But
thoughi condenuîîed it did not die, and
for many niany years was a source of
discord, aind aun occasion( suffering to
the truc spouse of Christ. .It was go
ini the days of st. Anibrose. What
Was worsc, the eniperorq, instcuid of
attending to their own affairs, con.
tinually nieddled iii religions questions
and causcd no end of confuston. In
Milan not a simili proportion of the
populace was imbued with Ibis lîeresy,
In truth, Northern Italy wîis the flot-
lied of Arianism.

In those days it wak; custonîary for
the People to indicate their preference
in the choice of bislîops. On the death
of Auxeîitius, the natural resuit in
Milan was that the truc Catholic îînd
Arian Parties became invol',cd ini a
contest, each having its own choice.

As was bis duty, Ambrose attended
the gatbering of the people when the
time arrivcd to express their wish. He
kmndly exborted the excited multitude
ta moderation and charity. His words
had the desired effect. But one of the

resuits was to him entircly unexpccted.
Afler hc laid fiiiisbied his iiddress, the
voice of a child in the v i îîuly wais
heard crying : " Ambrose, Ambrose,
our ltislîop.'' Tiiese words clane ulpon
flie people wiîb the force of an elctric
sbock. They took up the cry anîd froîn
that mlomlent ail discord lietween the
factions vitnislied. They oîîe and îîll
uînited 111)01 Anilirose as their clîoice
for llisliop (X Muihinî.

Aîîihro,ýe hiiieif wiis stupefled ani(
wîîs fa~r froin wiliing ta accept the
liortens of cpiscopucy. lie thliglit
lie lînî grille re:isoîs on lus side silice
lic wiis nit (Uvic lialtizeul. lie stole
out of the city uîaler cover of uiglît
and sccrcted lîiîîscilt lic was souglît
out but for a tiînc resisted ail entreatien
to accept the high office.

Fortunateiy for the Cburch, when
Amlîrosc saw it was nîanifcstly the will
<if (God, lie no longer opposed the wish
of the people, but prcpared to taire
upon hiîîîself the wcighty responsi.
hility of a Bisbop in the Cburch of
Christ. lic broke ai tics fhat bound
lîim ta lus past life :tlicnceforth lie
lived only for bis flocir.

Not bai ing beîî prcpared for the
ecclesiastic:îl state by bis former trin-
ing, he straiincd luinîseif ta tlie utmost
ta niake up tor lost tiuîje. Especially
did lie devote himscif ta, the stuudy of
the Sacred Scriptures, in which branch
of learning lie bcforc long becînîe ain
uidept. But hc did îlot iiegleet otlier
subjects, for lie was arsiduous in acquir.
iîig everytiig that was necessary for
him ta fuifil, in uill respects, the oner-
ous duties wbich those times piaced
upon a Christian bisbop. Ambros..
was consecrated bishop December 7,
:174. He transferred bis eloquence,
whieh had been the charmi of the
forum, ta the pulpit of the cathedrai.
From a pleader and judge of the laws


