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wi11 offering accompanied by the guishings of' a gratcf'ul heart. Is it thus
you wvould do the bidding of' the marn wh'o hiad saved your Iifb ; is it thus
you would express your gratitude, honour his mernory, and] flfi bis belicsts?

We must remeier that it is not sufficient to be mcî'ely passive lu the
christin lif'e. :No one ever f'ound himself drifted into Ileaven withi the
multitude ;-for the road t1itler is narrow, ruged, steep, and the cln'istinnl
life is a lifle of confliet. You miust be active in your vu-tue, lu your benefi-
cence. It ivill ncvcr dIo to recst contented, with the smnallcst possible amounit
of work, or the slighitest possible sacrifice in the cause of Christ. A passive
chiristian, a negative christin, one who l)uts on the regalia ofechri.iîianity
just because ho cannot gret along Nveil in the ivorld without it,-is: lu fluet, nu
christi-an at nI!, any more than the Continental unercenaries, ivio for pay
figlit for their country to day and for its enemies to-morrow, are truc 1)atriots.
No: we must bc alive, energetie ln tlîe cause of Christ, lie does not ak
us for so unnny pounds a ycar or for a teîîth of our incoune, le dlaims ALL r

Pie ourselves are his, and ail that belongs Io us is his also. Remeinher thizs
fnct, Christian, the next time you are askied to do aruvîling for Christ.

A ,Society lias reccntly beoru formcd, in Britain whose sole objeet is to im-
press upon the minds of Christians the duty of systomatie beneficence or pro-
portional giving, as it is called. Every one is urged to devote a tenth par-t
of lis inconie to the promotion of religions objeets. A tenth part Ni-as the
minimum deînnnded of the Israelite, but hoe liad the opportunity of inakzing
froewill offerings besides-an opportunity of ivhich lie frcqucntly availed
imsclf; an-d it is justly arglued that the Christian, utider the glorious lighýlt

of the Gospel, should flot fhll behind the Israelite either in respect to tithes
or to freewill offerings. Wre are relicved froni Jewislî burdens, but it is in
order tiiot our love and liberality may have the more abundant exercise, and,
overleaping ail the boundaries of a f'rigid legality, mnay ia the greatness of
their achieveunents show our- scnse of what Christ is and wvhat hoe deserves-
at our bands. The formation and the energetir working of the society to
whieli wve refer, spcnks wvell for the chai-acter of the age. Its labours are
greatly nceded, and, so faur, they have been g'eatly blessed ln rousing chris-
tians to a seuise of the tenure on vhichi they hold their property froni God,
and the duty they have to discharge in relation to the support and diffusion
of the Gospel. Already the treasuries of societies and the salaries of minis-
tors liave been favourably affectcd. Some christians in Englnnd give two-
thonsand pounds a year, some more, somne less, li. proportion to thieur income
and thcir sense of what they oughlt to give.

The great objeet to ho oumed at is that ail should give regyularly and sys-
temnatically, suchi a proportion of theiir income as, in the sight of God, thîey
feel to be riglit. At prescnt inost of us givie at bap.hazard, just as ive hap-
pen to have fuinds by us ; and the dlaims of religion are genterally the lost
attended to. A great and radical change isrqrd Wo should give up-
on systemn, and we should, ' ot wait to be called upon, to be Ildunned" for
subsoriptions and donations, but earnestly and prayerfully seek channels
for our bentficenée ; and if wve do so wve have seldom far to go. No reader
of the Bible need bo told thot aets of beneficence-the giving of our money
or time, or possessions, for religions objcts-are as truly nets of woilsiii'
in the siglit of God as prai .se or prayer It is evident therefore that to ne.
gleot sucli acts is to overlook a highly important mneans of grace, to bring
leanness upon our own souls, and to provoke God to anger. You may just
as wiell expeet to advance in the christian life whîile you negleet to sing
God's praise, pray to bïm and read his holy word, as wben you neglect your


