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that of Australia. Tt has, however, been
winter here since we came, while it was in
the midst of an unusually hot summer that
we weve there,  Never did we enjoy the
climate of a Nova Scotian mid-summer
more thoroughly than we have that of this
clear, balmy New Hehrides winter, the
terperature of the cool onths here seems
to me very like that of your finest summer
weather, at home.  The tyinls of the rainy
season, we are expecting, will duly coun-
terbalance the pleasures of the sunny sea-
son. [Heat, flies, musquitoes, and fever
and ague are some of the troubles that are
likely to test ou- health and paticnee,
then.  Mrs. M., hasof late. thonght that
she had some svmptoms of fever and ague,
but was happily mistaken. The baby is
suffering just now from teething, but is
growing nicely, notwithstanding
I hee to inform you that I have bought
a boat, which will cost, including all its ap-
pendages, not less than £30 sy,
Yours faithfully,
J. 1. MoRrrATY.
Rev. P. G. McGrecon,
Secty. B.. F. M.

Letter from Rev. Thos. Neilson.

SYpyEY Prace, Geeroxg,
25th Oct., 1872.

Rerd. and Dear Sir,—The occasion of
my writing to you at present is to me a
sad onc. T have come up from the islands
in order to accompany and tnke earc of my
father-in law, the Revd. Dr. Geddie, on the
voynge, and T wish now to eive yon some
account of his illness and his present cir-
cumstances.  For more than two years,
Dr. Geddie has not been at all in a good
state of health, there has heen evident a
loss of nervous and consequently of muscu-
lar power on the rizht side, e has stooped
forward very much in his eait, the right
shovlder has been depressed, and he has
frequently stumbled, especially with the
right font.  All this has been observable to
me for some time hack. But I was particu-
larly struck with his feeble and emacinted
appearance, when in the month of May
this year he came down to the islands for the
purpnse of asisting in the settlement of
the Miscionaries. I was sure that he had
had, or was on the point of having a shock
of paralysis. Nor were my foars disap-
pointed  During the annual meeting
at Auneleanhat in the first week of June,
he was verv feeble and listless, and on
Friday the 7th, I notierd, when we came
ashore in the morning, that he was scarce-
ly able to shake hands On that day Mr.
Murray was appointed his suceessor, and
his mind delivered from a wreat weight of
anxicty, and as he intended dispensing the
Sacrament of the Supper on the following

Sabbath, he was relieved from attendance
at our meeting in the afternoon. At mid-
day he gave me his own and Mrs. Geddie’s
ustal annual subgeription for the Bible
Society, but his usanily large and heauti-
ful hand-writing in doing so was dimin-
ished to a feeble and scarcely legible
serateh This was the *ast oceasion on which
he put pen on paper.  On the afternoon of
that day he held 2 meeting of the congre-
gation preparatory to the communion, and
a man named Manaraa, a Taheitian, who
has lived on Aneitynm for many years as
a whaler, and who was a great drinkard,
but who has now thorowzhle reformed,
was unanimonsly chosen to the office of
the eldership by the congreeation, and
ordnined by Dr. Geddie to that office.
This was his last ministerial act.  On go-
ing ashore from the vessel on the morn-
ing ot the Rth, T was told by Mr.
Murray, that Dr. Geddie had twice fallen
that morning, and had to be carried in
from the vera~dah of the honse to the sofa,
T immediately wentin to seehim, and found
that his vieht side was paralvzed, that he
had lost the power of his right arm and
leg, and that the left side of his face was
considerably drawn up. Since then I
have had him constantlv under mv charge
until last week. when I brought him home
to Mrs. Geddie here.
after the crisis of his illness, his mind re-
mained pretty clear and speech pretty dis-
tinet, hat larrerlv his memory and speech
are hoth lmrlin‘ly impaired  And for the
future it is highly  improbable that he
will ever be enabled to undertake any
active duty for the church. I am
happy to »ay, however, that in other
vespeets his general health i good. He
eats well and ~leeps well ; is more content-
ed and even hamy in his disposition than
ever T knew him, and scems to spend &
great deal of hix time in private prayer.
Mrs, Geddie has got a comfortable little
cottage rented here.  [Ielen is at school
and gettine on very well with her educa-
tion, and a< thev are settled down, and as
the imate seits the enfeebled health of
both Dr. and Mrs. Geddie, it is their inten-
tion, God willing, for the present to remain
here, at least, till Helen’s educarion is
finished, and of course they confidently
look to yon fo make what provision for
them vou think necessary and rizht,

T mav state that it would be highly un-
desirable and dangevons for either of them
to think of aoing home to Nova Scotia and
spending the remainder of their days in
their native land. T am pretty certrin that
a single severe winter in your climate
would be fatnl to them hoth, so that must
not be thonzht of.  And mrther, T must
say that aficr nature deliberation and in-
quiry, I find that it will take, at least;
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