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ces against the schoolisystem established in
the Territories. There was ten years ag
a protest on behalf of the Rowan Cat olics
urging that the worked an injns-
tice to them, but a report by the then min-
ister of justice, Sir Thowpson, did
not sappurt that view. There are, it is
understood, abont sixteen separate schools
in the Territories to abont 1.000 public
schocle,  This alarming
Mr Sifion wa< not wlarmwed, and never in
troduced a bill  repealing
school enactment., He never asked a
porter to do so, if he counld not him-elf
without the con-ent of hisx collearnes,

It may. theielore, be inferred that Mr,
Sifton would be willing to continue the
old system, and that his main obj«ction is
to the snb-sections of clanse 16 under which
there is an express provision for the appli
cation of pablic méneys 1o the snpport of
separate schools.  These sub rections
objectionable tu the bulk of the pecple in
the Dowinion, and furnish Mr Sitton with
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stification for his course. Strike
se sections from the Bitl and the
chances are that Mr. Sifton wonld resume

his portfolio. This would leave the
ority witn the right to separat
conferred by the Act of 1875,

The view taken by Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and the Minister of Justice ix that on the
admission ot (he new provinces it is an
cumbent on parliament the Cana
dian constitution, to give to the minority
the edncational rights preserved to them
by the British North America”Act of 1867
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In 1875 the Hon. George Brown told Par
liament that while be was peisonally op
posed 10 granting separate schools in.the

Territories, nevertheless he was of opinion
that if parlisment did grant them they
counld not afterwards be taken away, The
government is not now proposing to be-
stow separate schools on the_ minority in
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the new provinces. They are there ncw
and by the constitotional law under which
the vew provinees are being erected the
minority are declared to have the right to
separate
= Thy annonncement in the House on Wed-
nesday of Mr. Sifton's resignation
occasion of great interest, [he Prime Min
ister stated that Mr. Sifton had resigned
on Feb. 27 ou the ground that he conldInot
agree t) the education clavse of the An
tonoiny Bill. On Feb 28 Sir Wilfrid wrote
in reply that there was no aliernative bt
w accept his resignation. There
hoth sides expressious of Jregret at the sey
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erance of official velations Mr  Sifton
made a brief «'atewent o the Hounse, in
the conrse of which it appeared that he

only learued (he nainre of clause 16 on his
return ‘rom the Southern States after
bill had been introduced, 1t evident
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that he resented the introducrion of the
bill before his return
A lively dis nssion ensued. Mr. Foster

the neting leader of the opposinon gave a
excellent biting

very extibition ot a
tongre To mind
looked as if it was the intention to ger rid

the ciren
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f Mr Sifton and he invited the Prime
Minister to say whether 1t wus ulss Mr
Fielding s intention to retive

Mr. Leighton MeCarthy, who has been

v the school is

elected in Simcoe lar,
sne, annonnced that e was, like Mr Sif
ton, opposed 1o clanse 16.  This was offset
by a declaration from Me. Guthrie in fa
vor of the clanse and in favor of the nill

Col. Smin Hugbes, in the conrse of the
discassion, saia tnar 11 the Norihaest Re
Lrllion 1o 1845 was justified the bovs of the
We:t would be jusiiced Jin o shonldering
maskets *to re<ist tois voraney, Sueh
Innguage sonnds v foolish in view of
the fact that the “‘tryanm consist« of
continning » systemn o° Public aud Separate
Schools nnder which these snme boys have
grown up in the last 30 vears,




