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NANURAL

TIE COMMON HERON.

To enter into any description of the plu-

on the water bolow. cagerly seeking the stight-

magee of this bird is superflucus, as itisalmost | st 1i, ple on the surfaces or other indication

universally well known. By the lower orders
it is most fr(-(iuently denominited crane, al-
though the latter isa totsl'y diffurent species,
now extinet in_Britain.

There is uo hird better entitled ¢S to claim
the protection of the admirers of nature and
picturcsque scenery, from the striaing efforts
its prescuce €an prodace in the solitary haunts
in which it dclights, and where it is most
comaonly found **  VWhen scen, it is usually
standing immwoveable i the shalloss of rivers,»
on a stone on the edge of a pond, or on the
bank recently desevted by the ebbing of the
tide, its neck bent and drawn in between its
shoulders, watching attentively the mutions of
its finny prey, upon which, waen once within
its veach, it darts with unerring ainy, trans-
fixing it by a single stroke of its sharp bill
So motionless does the heron remain when
watching for its prey, (ils cye intently fixed

L of the viciity of its victini, ) that it is not

wnfrequently tahea for the stusip or ruot of
an old tree.  So wary 1s st wlen fishing, that
itis schlom or newcr scen wsith its back to
the sun, by which a shudow would be thrown
on the water, and affright the fish —but on
the contrary, always places itselfy wlen pose
sible, in such an attitude that it resembles
rather something inaniniate.

Its fuod consis's priacipaily of fish, but it
will cagerly devour frugs ard other reptiles,
and uccasivnally young water-rats and micey
e, i

A few years ago, when fishing on one of the
sawall rivers in the county of Antrim, I was
vather alarmed by one of these birds. The
day was remarkably fine, and at the time [
speak of, scarcely a cloud was to be seen; [
wasstanding on the bank of the stream, shadcd
from the sun by a small planting, and wus



