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Montkly and in the Journal of Speenlatize Philosophy. P ofessor Watson
belongs to that new school of British Transcendentalists, of which Ferrier
of St. Andrews has the merit of having been the carly and unappreciated
forerunner, which is now working, though with no slavish imitation, in the
spirit of Hegel, and which, under that lofty infl 5 is rapidly b

—a yearning which, in phrases rendered familiar by Kant, might be de-
senibed as seeking to get beyond mere subjective forms to ebjective facts, to
realities,

The profoundest historians of last century have taught us to read the
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its power over the higher thought of the empire. Dr. Watson's book
represents one aspect of Kant's philosophy, its theoretical aspect, n wiich
it aims at a rational explanation of the world as an object of knowledge,
But there is another side to all philosophy. For we are related to the
world, nol merely as Znowers, but also as actors; and we demand of

hil y a rational i} , not merely of human knowledge, but
also of human action. This latter problem forms the subject of the second
Canadi ibution to the exposition and of Kant’s philosophy,

The av hor, Professor Shurman, was the Gilchrist Scholar of seven or
cight years ago; and during the tenure of his scholarship carried cn lus
studies mainly in London. Thers he received the additional honor of
obtaining a Hibbert Travelling Scholarship, which enabled him to con.
tinue his studies for two years at the universities of Germany. On his
return to his native province of Nova Scotia in 1880, he was appointed to
the philosophical professorship in Acadia College ; and we are pleased to
learn that he has just been transferred to the new chair in Dalhousie Col.
lege, Halifax, endowed by Mr. George Munro of New York,

The two works under review represent the two sides of philoso-
phical speculation,—the th 1 and the practical. ‘Fhe former grapples
with the problem, how the world has come to fashion itsclf as it does in
our \nowledge ; the latter seeks to explain how we come to react on the
weelt a5 we do,  Both works, moreover, deal with these problems of
philosophy from a similar point of view : not only do they both expound
the Kantian solution of cach problem, but they also both discuss the solu.
tion of each problem by that English schoul of thinkers, which stands in
most direct antagonism with the [hilosophy of Kant. In Englang, espe-
cially when controsted with Scotland and Germany, the predominant
tendency of speculation has been towards Experientialism, the system
which bases all knowledge on experience, on facts.  Unfortunately, how.
ever, the Experientalist takes an extremely inadequate view of what experi-
ence means.  He forgets that a fact of experience must be a fact to some

eing,—an interp which some intelligence forms of a
phenemenon excited in his consciousness.  Now, the Experientialist insists
upon limiting our knowledge to facts; he proclaims, not for the sake of
epigrammatic fun, but in sober carnestness, that

“ e knows what’s what, and that’s as high
As metaphysic wit can fly.”

He allows, therefore, no inquiry which gocs beyond the actual existence
of facts : he excludes all question about the reason of their existence 5 or,
if such a question is admitted, the only reason adduced for any fact is, tha,
similar facts have been obsered in other places or at other times, Thatis
to say, he falls back, in the last resort, on the dogma of the Uniformity of

evid of this universal aspiration in all the great movements of the age.
In the revolutions of social usage, of moral and spiritual life, of literature,
of educational theory, of theological speculation, of science in general, we
may trace an endecavor to get beyond traditional forms of thought and
conduct to what is purely natural, purely rational, It was of course in the
political science and the political movements of the time, that the most
starthing evidences of the universsl revolution were seen.  Here, as in edu-

1 theory, R by the exp of the spirit of the age.
Under his lead political science becamie a speculation on the natural con-
dition of society, political action directed itself to the realization of that
condition, The French Revolution, in which this tendency culminated,
was but apractical application of the doctrines of Rousseau ; it was an
effort to introduce & natural social condition,—an cffort unfortunately, not
only inspired, but guided, by the frantic despair of millions of men who
had been suffering unendurable misery from lhc artificial inequalities of
human life.

Such were the general strivings amid \\-hlch the Critique of Pure Rea-
son wrought itself into shape in its author’s mind. Itis a philosophical
interpretation of these strivings,—a speculative exposition of their aim. For
they are all endeavors to find out what is true and real, not to this or that
man, not to this or that nation, not to this or that time, but to all men,
and, for that matter, 1o all beings endowed with reason. Now, that is, in
its essential meaning, the drift of Kant's Critique. Itisa critical investi-
gation of pure reason. It is an inquiry into what is true for all reasonable
beings,~true for them because they are reasonable,—true, therefore, for
reason purely as reason. That this inquiry was exhausted by Kant, his
most ardent admirers need not, and do not, maintain ; but they hold that
he has opened a new insight into the ial drift of philosophical specu-
lation,~—into the ultimate aim of all scientific effort.  For all science pro-
ceeds on the ption, that the is an intelligible, a reasonable,
system. The processes of science are, therefore, simply the processes of
reason finding iself in the world. That language is in fact not too sacred
for the subject, which describes all scientific labor as an aspiration of man’s
finite reason seeking communion in Nature with the infinite reasor of its
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Nature; and this unexplained dogma is d as the inexplicabl
starting-point of all our knowledge.

Now, to Kant this is an unphilosophical, because uncritical, attitude of
mind. For him it is not enough that a dogma, like Fate or Chance or the
Uniformity of Nature, happens to exist among our thoughts, or that a
fact takes the particular form which it happens to have in our minds. He
insists upon knowing what right any idea hasto detcrmine our thoughts
about things, why 2 fact presents itsclf in the particular form it assumes.

The endeavor to solve this problem may be s2id to form the inkerent
aspiration of the human intellect at alltimes; but it describes, with special

It is now a truism (o assert that the presentisan age of criticism and
transition, marked by the passing away of one, and the coming of 2 new
and higher order: *“old things arc pAssing away ; all things :m: bccommg
new.”  The Mediceval orderof society—its feudalism and
which between them divided the control of man's “hole life, is slowly dis-
solving. The principle of individual freed political, intell 1, reli-
glous—lmphat in the critical movement of the 16th centnry, has since be-

appropriateness, the form which the higher aspirations of men d at
the time precisely when Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason appeared. It
appeared, as we have seen, a hundrad years ago, and therefore at a time
when the eighteenth century was nearing the close of its task. At all times
men are apt to outgrow the forms of thought and the customs of life, which
have been fashioned by an carlier age; but few gencrations of men have
ever so completely outgrown their mental and social clothing as the Ecrope
of last century, while fewer still have ever 50 unceremoniously cast aside
their.worn-out garmcnts There arose an umvcxs:\l, uncontrollable ycamn-
ingto get back te Nature after her artificial trappings had been semoved,

come explicit; it has been reahzed in outward form in churchand state, and
has made imperative the task of rebulding the new and higher ordex of the
coming time. Intel} 1 freedom, and the ponding 1mf 10 acti-
vity in every branch of snquury 5 thc rapid strides made by phy: s:c:\l scucncc,
and the adop of the fi hod, bave revol

The period of the intuttions of chuldhood h:.s pLscd that of rcflccuon has
come, when ideas and phatly d, must be re-th 5. and
ths hidden logic by whx:h they were amved at, brought to bght; when
their temporary and acadental el s must bed ded, and their eternzl
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in a higher form. Men cannot live on negations




