
Marriage Ceremoties.

maiden of the Netherlands has signed
lier consent to bier lover's proposai, hier
apartment is decerated with garlands,
and in country places a triuniphal arch is
erected before the bouse, and for some
days the betrothed receives visite of con-
gratulation every forenoon frein friends
and relatives, who are offéred wines and
liquors, which on theso occasions are
termed bride's tears, botties of which,
decked with white and green ribbons,
and square boxes of sweettaeats, are aiso
sent round to ail acquaintances, instead
of bride-cakes. The marriage-day cere-
monies present ne new féatures, unless
it be the invariable presence of blanc-
mange at the banquet, which is called
iltho bridels strcngthiener," and at the
conclusion of the bail, the bridegreom
is generally forced to promise the bribe
of a second treat before ho can obtain
possession of the lady, which treat is
given at the Young couple's expense
severai days after the wedding.

The length of this paper warns us to
drawv to a conclusion, which we shall
do by describing the Hebrew ceremoniai
of marriage; for what reador needs a
recapitulation of the observances of a
private Amerîcan wedding, whose un-
pretcnding customns are not the less
heartfclt that they present no barbarie
or sentimental or dcgrading featurcs
worthy of the pen of the historian ? On
the night preceding a Jewvish marriage,
the steward of the bridegroom sleeps
with the latter, in order to prevent any
evil spirit frein having access to humn,
and when merning breaks, they both,
adjourn wîth other maie frîends te the
house of the bride, and are ushered into
a room where aIl the men of the family
are assembled. Every one bows his
head to the east as he takes bis seat,
and a soiemn pause of silence precedes
the prayers and beniedictions thon offer-
ed up on behiaif of the levers; this littie
service onded, the brîdegroom'ls steward
boars the gifts of the wooer to the
woman's apartments, where hoe presents
the usual set of presents to the bride,
viz.: two pair of shoes, one pair of hose,
a silk pocket-hnndkerchiefand a prayer-
book. She returns tlic compliment, by
sending te the bridegroom an onm-
broidered bag, for holding the Jcwish
symbole of faith, which are daily used
by the male Hebrews; these are the
Zepholim, or certain holi, chapters writ-
ten ont on parcliment, and leather straps
wôrn round the arme, with sacred words
iniiiîbedon'thèma; she also, givees 'hhm

a Thalis, or wrapper, to be used at pray-
ers, and a white shirt, or tunic, which
he wears at his wedding-féast, and once
a year on the festival of the Roconcili-
ation, and in which he is buried. Wben
tho intercbaaiging of gifts is over, the
blast of a trumpet is hecard, and the
bridegreoom is conducted in procession
to an apartment wherein is a canopy,
beneath which ho takes his place. Then
the trumpet sounâs again, and tho bride
enters in procession, and after wvalking
round the room tbroe times to the blast
of tho trumpet, she is plaoed besido the
bridegroomn, and the prieost aise stepping
under the canopy, maals the marriage-
contract. The bridogroom puts a ring
on the brido's finger, who is thon close-
]y enveloped in a thick veil, and is net
allowed te bc seen again until the fol-
lewing mornîng; a glass cf wvino is next
brought in, which is consecratod by the
priest, and by hinm delivered te the
bridegroom, who drinks the wino, and
the glass is placed under his hicol, for a
sign that as it couid ne more bc intact,
se should his fidelity neyer be sundered.
Another pause cf solomn silence ensues,
ivbich is breken by a loud joyful accla-
mation, *hile again the trumpet sounds;
ail present embrace the bride and bride-
groom, and each other, and a lively
banquet closes the wedding-festival cf
the Young Hlebrews.

Some acceunt cf a Swedish marriage,
whose rites possess the tenderness and
peeticai simplîcity cf the far-north,
would net bave been here omittcd, were
it net sacrilege te, trespass on a scene
which bas been se cexquisitely portrayed
by Professer Longfellow, in tho Notes
te his "IVoices cf the Night," and wvhich
must consequently ho tee farniliar te
Americani readers te, need repetition
here.-Popular Educator.

AN OATEtRErLECTEO upoi.-Mr. Romaine
henring amnan cail upon God to ourse
bur, offered bimi balf a crown if hoe would
repeat the oath. The nman started,
"9What, sir, de yen think I would ourse
my seul for haif acrown?" Mr. Romaine
answered, "lAs you did it just now fer
nothing, 1 could not suppose that you
would refuse for reward." The .,oor fel-
low was struck 'with the reproof and said,
"lMay God bloss you, mir, wheever yen
are. 1 believe yen -have éaved my soitl.
I hopie I ihàlliiever- liwcragali.L"
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