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The Black East Iihiau Ducks.

This rariety of the duck brttc. is knowni by many
other names -Bunos A re iln, I.ab talor, and soue.
tines lilack lrazilian, al of n hki arc inappropnate,
as they are not kunownî ini a ti l1 st.ate in any part of
the world. lu Canada tiete are but few. if inideed
iny speimenii s ati the presqcnt time. notter are there
înanîy in the Uiiitedi Statat, ah seirail poultry
snieties there inclul thiem ln thir prenium bat.
In Fugland ticy are breil prctty extt neivcy, and arc
to be met vith aI all titir Pl iàripal Puiltry exhiîbi.
lions , they are siplposed ta 1, the rt.ult of a cross
Itwecei the n ild Maliard aid roîuîo variety of thie
domestic duck, and stand as it xirv i;dway betwen
the useful and purcly ornamnental varietics. Somie
fauciers assign ta thein the saine Place amongst
water fowl that Bantams hold amongst other fowls,
but their best admirers are not willing ta accept of
this distinction, arguing that not only do they stand

as truly fancy ducks, but also very useful, producing
tht greatest quantity of meat witi the sinallest pro.
portion of bone of any deizen of the poultry yards,
good layers of fertile eggs, if not more thtan two ducks
are allowed to run % ith one drake. li brceing for
successful exiibitiu, the Ief [onits souglt ta Le
obtained are sumall size-the smaller the better-and
ncat shape, round leads, with shoi t bills and short
bodies, Whe lirst, iatcheid the dtiuckings have
black bodies with alhade of ý ellow on the breast, the
feet, legs and bull beîig jet black, They requiro care
for the first few days, feediig then on chopped eggs
and afcerwards on bread and ndk, taking care not
ta overfeed nior allow then tu go to the water too
early, as they arc subject ta cramîps. They do not
bear confinement well mt a yard or other suiall en-

closuîre, and should therefore lie allowed tlcir
liberty and as muchi exercise as possible, otherwise
they will rarcly couic to perfection. Like the
Cayugas, the Black ast Indiats are iable ta throw
white feathers ln thlcir second and subscquent moults,
net unfrequently becommng almost pure white mi the
course of years. Tho drakes are very pugiacious,
and on that account it i impossible ta keep two of
them in the same enclosure.

Poultry Notes-No. 23.
Scientille Principles of Matlng-Cochins, Drahmas, Dork.

ings and Spanish.

The:e are scientific principles connectel with
poultry brceding, which must be understood and
practiscd by the fancier who wuald be succussful i

pîroducinîg higli class fowis. He inust be acqualitcd
with the knowledge of snc colors as are readily i-
terchangedl, and ta choose birds, the eiiperfectiuiis of

the one ta be cotunterbalanced by the perfections of
the other. Artists are aware that the infinitely

various tint@ exliibitcd in coloring are the result of
a combination of tho tiroe primitive or primary
colors, red, bue and yellow ; anq. poultry fanciers
knov that in fowls hlack and white is readily inter-
changed, aud that where birds of these colors are
crosscd, the chickens may b. cither black or white,
or oven a cuckoo in their markings. Black crossed
tritla black of different races, or even white with
white, lias produced birds ranging in color from a
pale dun ta a dcep slaty blNue. In this way have
iew breeds becn establisied, and new varietics of
the same breed perfected. Few if any ai the fai.cy
poultry now so much admired but originated in this
way, and many more nay yet be produced as we
obtain a more perfect kniowlcdge of the science of
brceding. Wc shall now endeavor ta show how the
liifercnt brecds and the different varicties of the

same breed may b improved anti perfected by
scientifically mating in coler and marking, as well
as by counteracting imperfections, bearing in mind
alvays that in brecding the first consideration should
bc the reproduction in ti chickens of li most
essen.ial characteristics of the brecd.

Burr CocIImNs.-The essential in titis breed is
purity of color, b the shade buff, lemon buff or
cinnamon: the cock of the shade required aould
therefore possess the same fcature in his breast and
lower parts, while his upper parts should b a rich,
sound and rather deep caler, much deeper than the
color intended ta be bred. The principle in mating
ta produce good buff chicken.., then, would be that
the hens be a rich buff, not too liglt, withouit admix-
ture of shades of color of fcathers, but a decided
color throughoiut, imatedI with a cock of a rich
buff, and god sountid caler througlout, Laking par-
ticular caro that the unier flight feathers of wing
be not white or mcaly.

PARTnIDoE CocHiss.-in tihis varicty good
breeders usually make up two pens, known as a
cockerel and pullet pen-a course pursued with several
other breeds as well. Thora are different shades of
color in partridge as well as buff, tlm desired shade
having been agrecd upon, ta make Up a cOCKERF.L
rEN, the cocK bird, poscssing the other Cochin
characters, ought ta have a really black breast, fluff
and leg feather, with hackles a rich red, striped with
dense bliack ; the neck hackle may approach to orange
red, dark towards the throat in front, and saddle
fcathers of nearly samo color, but not quite so dark,
while the web of hackle should b jet blacic up ta
the stem or shaft. Hlens ta mate with such a cock
oughît ta ahow a very deep rich brown ground 'olor,
alnost the color af roasted coffee, with rich reddish
orange hackIes ; the markings on feathers a minute
pencilling, alnost black in color and close together.
After a few years' mating birds lu this manner, ex-
hibition cockerels will uno doubt be bred. To make
Op a PULLnrP., the hackle of the cock should be
reddish orange rather than red, densely striped with
black; mated ta hens wxhose feathersamust show very
accurate markings, particularly the breast feathers,
which must be solidly and accurately pencilled with
several pcrfect semicircles or crescentic markings,
the other feathers showing much the samecharacter,
the wiole marking ta b rather large and broad, and
very intense in color.

LIaUT BIRmus.-The object sought to be ob-
tained by the breeder is a sufficient amount of black
markings in the hackle, without producing color
wlicre not wanted, and purity of white. Two pens
arc mated for this purpose, a- cockerel and pullet peu,
and the scientifie principles adopted are s follows:-
To lreed pullets.--In the cock's hackle the stripes
should be narrow and tolerably distinct, the saddle
(cathers quite clear, and the lcg feathering nearly
white ; this bird put ta hens darkly striped in the
neck, and il they can be got se dark, entirely black
even in the very fringe, such a cross ought ta pro.
duce pullets with hackles fit for the show.peu. To
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breed eoekred.-Tho coc!hà hackle stripes should be
of A very solid character, and well defined (stripes in
the saddle aiso. This bird, mated with hens too light
and cloudy in the hackle for tho show-pon, but froc
from any color but white in the hackle (nonc but
birds with a pure white should bo chosen for brecd-
ing purposes, the e raw color so frequently accn being
sure ta reappear i. the chickens), will produce well-
marked cockcrels, which may be exhibited with every
prospect of success.

DArx BnAànxA.-There are in this varicty dif.
ferent shades of color, and in mating, of course the
ah e agreed upon will have ta be considered. The
essentials are,-purity of markings in feathor, and
proper distribution of color f rom a scientific point ai
view ; and the general characteristics which should
guide in the selection of the cock arc, whether hc be
mottled or black ; in the breast lie should ho darker,
or at leuat fully .è dark as the thighs, ibhe hackle
well atriped, and that tho liens mated ta him have
good dark breasts. But ta be more particular, and
breed the favored varieties known as the sitver grey
or blut gryj pullets, the cock should be entirely fret
from brown even in wing bar, the ail a very bright
greenish black without purple reflections, tho bar of
wing positiveIy green, while the liackle and saddle
feathers ought ta be solidly and distinctly striped,
breast black, with fluff aiso black or slightly mottled,
in the latter case the middle of overy feather quite
black ; mated with hens that have good dark breasta,
as already stated, will produce chickens of the above
shades of color.

COLoRED DORxINos.-With this variety of dorking
care in chooing stock birds must b. exercised, and
therefore it is desirable that the cock and lien should
be descended from the same stock birds, otherwiso
the. result may be of a very undesirable kind. Being a
composite fowl, any sudden cross would produce
"rerersion," and hence the necessity of having both
parents descended from the same stock; dark fea.
thered are preferable, but ta shows brigbtshaftncarly
th. whole icngth of feather. The het's breast ta be
salmon rad, each feather tipped with dark grey or
black ; the wing feather black round edges. with a
rich brown centre pencilled or shaded with black.
and the back and saddle almost black. Tho cock
mated ta hens of this coloi, lu order ta breed the
dark color aboave described, should have very black
hackles, and al white in the tail avoided. In a
former note we made some remarks in reference ta
matin gthisvariety,silver.greys. Inalilsub-varicties.
let it b e understood, purity of blood is only a ques-
tion of degree, and hence the necessity of trcating all
such cases on purely scientific principles, inasmuch
as there is alwa a danger of "brecding back." The
same remark, erefore, will aply ta this varicty as
ta the colored as regards the <escent of the parents
being from the samte stock birds. Ta breet silver

reys a cock should be procured as silvery as possible
ut with pure black breast, and mated with liens of

medium color, not toa p ale, else many of the cock.
erels will have grizzled breasts. Largo birds, if pas-
sible, should b. procured, but if size bas ta be dis.
t enied with on one side, let il be that of the nal.

ird.
BLAc: SPANIs.-The two essential and important

features to be produced in this breed are the comb
and white face. The plumage being black, it requires
no knowledge of the proper mating colors as in other
breeds, although there are different shades, somae
much mocre preerable than others. Although comb
does not come within the scientifiq matching for
colora ta which these notes are confined, yet il
being one of the prominent characteristies, we cannot
pan it over unnoticed. The character of future
comb may be influenced by selecting a cock of
moderate sized comb, the base as thick as possible,
but taering off ta a fine thin edge, and mating him
with ons posessing sane points in combe; such
birds will produce chickens with desirable combe.
White faces are of two kinds, the rough or cauli.
flower, and the soft smooth face. The most satisfac-
tory results will usuplly b. found ta follow by

uttin the smooth faced cockerels ta the large rough-
,instead of adopting the contrary >1au.

Crossng strains of very alien blood shoul ho
avoided, as il often produces great deterioration of
face, which however may be removed in the second
generation by re.crossing back ta one of the parent
&trains.


