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~iudali, Isr 1ael, and Edlom is broken. IlThis blood-the kings are
surely siain, and they have smitten one another." IlMoab to
the spoil ! " But, unexpectedly, the host of Israel arises like a
giant refreshed-Moab is driven from city to city, and utter1j.
put to rout.

Fromn the noise of battie and the field of blood, the sacreà
narrative conducts us to a far different scene-the safety of a
widow and the liberty of her two sons. She was poor anid lu
debt, and lier creditor was liard and cruel. Accordiii(g to the
law, lie could take hier sons for bondmen in payment of bis
dlaim, and wvhat lie could do, that hie would do. That law of
Moses wvas given flot to a commiercial, but to an agricultùfl
people whose transactions wvere few and simple, and it wu~
given witli strong safegtuards to proteet tlie boudman, and, best of
ail, with the certainty that his servitude could not last longer

than tlie seventh or Sabbatical year, when, a freeman, lie would
return home. However this was but littie consolation for the
mother in lier present circumstances. The day wheu the threat
of hier creditor wvill be executed is close ab hand. lu ber dir
extremity she applies to Elislia. His first question reveals ber
poverty. " Wliat hast thou in the liouse ? " Alas 1 everytbing
is already in the biauds of' the oreditor but Ilone pot of oil."
ccGo> borrow thee vessels abroad of ail thy neiglibours, even emapty
vessels, borrow anot a few." The vessels are gathered in the
house, she takes lier one pot of oul, draws out the cork fromn
the bottom of it, for so kegrs for oil were constructed lii the East,
the oil begins to, tlow, vessel atter vessel is tilled, she lias struck
a well of oil, it Ilstavs" fl ot tili the last vessel is filled, the oil
is sold, the debt is paid, the vision of the slavery of lier sons
fades away, and joy fils the widow's hear'b and home.

t'inely does Krummacher say in this connection, I know of
a vast and wonderful mansion placed beyond the clouds. In thi
mansion there dwells a great and ricli lord, lie possesses evesy-
thing. lie lias bread for His people in the wilderness, witbout
ovens; water for Israel, without wells and cisterus; meal and
oil for the widow, witliout milis and presses. To this rieb, ail
possessing, all-powerful God we are directed ini our needs, ad
lie is weil incied to us in Christ. To His thresliold we ifay
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