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take away with us. There were bunches of scarlet feathers, twô
or three hutndred in nurmber, froin the tail of the tropie bird,
which are offly allowed to be possessed and worri by cbief's, and
wvhich are of great value, as eachi bird produces only two feathers;

pear shelis' with corals growing on them,. tapae cloth,
cocoa-nut drinkinpvessels, tine mats, and other produets
of the island.

Ail the mnembers of the royal family at present in
Tahiti had been invited to nieet us, and arrived in due
course> inchuing the heir-apparent and his brother and
sister. Ail the guests were dressed in the native cos-
turne, withi wreaths on their heads and necks, and even
the servants-in1udigi our own, whom, 1 hardly recog.
nized-were simnilaily decorated. Wreaths had also
been prepared for us> three of fragrant yellow flowers
for Mabelle, Muriel, and myseif, and others of a different
h ini J'or the gentlemen.

When the feast was ready the Prince offeved me bis
arm, and we ail walked in a procession to a grove of
bananas in a garden through two lines of native servants,

* who, at a givèen signal, saluted us with two hearty Eng-
lish cheers. We then continued our walk tili we ar-
nived at a houne, buiît in the native style, by the side
of a rocky stream, like a Scotch burn. The uprigrhts of
the house were banarua trees, 'transplanted with their

* leaves on, so as to, shade the roof, wluich was formed of
plaited cocoa-nut palm-leaves, each about fifteeni feet

long laid transversely across. bamboo rafters. The floor
wvas cover2d with the finest mats, with black and white
borders, and the centre strewn Nvith broad green plan-
tain leaves, to forin the tablecloth, on 'which were laid
baskets and dishes, made of leaves sewed togrether, and
containing, ail sorts of native cielcae-ies. TJhere were

PEIIMS oysters, lobsters, stewed chickexm, boiled suck-ingr-pig.
plantains, bread-frnit, maelons, bananas, oranges> and

strawberries. Before each guest, was placed a haîf cocoa-nut fll
-of sait water, another full of chopped cocoa-nut, a third f ull of
fresh water, auother full of milk, twvo p -,ces of bamboo, a basket
of Voi, haîf a bread-fruit, and a platter of green leave,the latter
beingr changed with each course. We took our seats on the


