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take away with us. There were bunches of scarlet feathers, two
or three hundred in number, from the tail of the tropic bird,
which are only allowed to be possessed and worn by chiefs, and
which are of great value, as each bird produces only two feathers;
pear shelis. with corals growing on them, tapa cloth,
cocor-nut drinking, vessels, fine mats, and other products
of the island.

All the members of the royal family at present in
Tahiti had been invited to meet us, and arrived in due
course, including the heir-apparent and his brother and
sister. All the guests were dressed in the native cos-
tume, with wreaths on their heads and necks, and even
the servants—including our own, whom I bardly recog -
nized—were similaily decorated. Wreaths had also
been prepared for us, three of fragrant yellow flowers
for Mabelle, Muriel, and myself, and others of a different
kind for the gentlemen.

When the feast was ready the Prince offered me blS
arm, and we all walked in a procession to a grove of
bananas in a garden through two lines of native servants,
who, at a given signal, saluted us with two hearty Eng-
lish cheers. We then continued our walk till we ar-
rived at a house, built in the native style, by the side
of a rocky stream, like a Scotch burn. The uprights of
the house were banaua trees, transplanted with their
leaves on, so as to shade the roof, which was formed of
plaited cocoa-nut palm-leaves, each about fifteen feet
long, laid transversely across-bambeo rafters. The floor
was coversd with the finest mats, with black and white
borders, and the centre strewn with broad green plan-
tain leaves, to form the tablecloth, on which were laid
baskets and dishes, made of leaves sewed together, and
b containing all sorts of native aelicacies. There were
Franeas, Oysters, lobsters, stewed chicken, boiled sucking-pig,

plantains, bread-frnit, melons, bananas, oranges, and
strawberries. Before each guest was placed a half cocoa-nut full
of salt water, another full of chopped cocoe-nut, a third full of
fresh water, another full of milk, two pizces of bamboo, a basket
of poi, half a bread-fruit, and a platter of green leaves,-the latter
being changed with each course. We took our seats on the
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