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wprinciples involyed, but rather as to
time of enforcement—yef there can
Je none now the step has been taken,
.and when to recede is ‘to admit that
we were wrong, when we were right;
that our rights and title were nof
those which appertain to a Sovereigit
Grand Liodge, and that having dared
to take a stand for the right we have
not the manhood to defend that righs.
The Grand Lodge of Quebeo would
justly expose itgelf to the scorn and
.contempt of Masons throughout the
world, if it weakened now that the
-Grand Lodge of England refuses to
accept mediation or anything short of
absolute unconditional stirender on
our poart. Believing oursélves to be
in the right, we.oan afford to wait,
—-struggles for truth and right are
never finished in a day. If vight, we
‘must -gain in ¢he end. If wrong,
time will show it, aud I am confident
¢hat the opinions of sister jurisdie-
tions, if offered, will not be treated
by the Grand Liodge 6f Quebec with
<contumely. - .
Brothren, I trust fo your kindness
10 overlook my many shorfcomings
during the present year, Thisis the
fast oocasion on which I ghall address
you in my present capacity, for even
should your inclination have suggest-
ed a third term, my filling it would
have been an absolufe imposeibility,
.avery moment.of my time. being re-
quired by my buginess, and in saying
farewell, I would earnestly entreat
you to allow no cne to introduce any
political, zeligiods or class legislation
into our Order, and thus entirely
-alter the very spirit of Masoury. The
proper place to profect intrusion of
undesirgble people ig at the ballot
for initiation or affilidtion. N
It has been the Masong’ boast that
‘we unite men of the most diverse.
thonghts, opinions, creeds sud, clagses

into & great Brotherhood——thaf they:

must-be-men of gond report, whobe-

lieve-in the God Who created heaven-

and earth, and who will vewatd virtue:
and panish vice. -Whex the Grand
Orient of France wished to eliminate

this, the whole Masonic world sprang
to arms, and declared. gach action. .
anmasonie. | ~

Any attempt to narrow our plat-
form should be equailly cbjected to -
There are .gome reforms which many
of us copsider of vital importance.

honest convigtions in the field of
politics, and if we make our idess the
law of the ccuntry, they will then be-
come. the lawa of Freemasonry.
| GBAND CHAPLAIN'S ADDRESS. .

B. W. Bro. the. Rev. Dr. Smyth, --
Geand Chaplain, then delivered his
annual address, His. subject was
“The Two Baoks of the Deity,” whish,
he said, were the Book of Nature and
the Book of Inspired Trath. Each
was an expression.of the Deity—the
one the star-light, guiding the totter- :
ing feet of man to the templs of God's
majesty; the other the searching
beams of & meridian sun to flood the
world witli clearer evidences of His
goodness and character and love.
Nature and revelation, hdving the
same author, were not in opposition.
Hsaven was God’s throne, and the
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Let us in such cases fight for our .

earth His footstool, and many good -

people thought we should be inces-
santly admiring the throne and
neglecting the footstool. Nothing
that God had made should be over-

looked, and in siudying the Book of

Natare, we were praising God as welk
28 when we.studied the Book of Rev-
elation. He pictured. the agreoment
between revelation and true soience; -

and- gaid:—*Thoagh Naturé is old, -

science is bub a ohild, and ocannot
resd fhig first great book which God

has given (geology) with infallible .:

accuracy. We.dare. nof yeb give fo
geiénce, which is always changing,
the high post-of arbiter-to. ecriticise . .
or decide divide truth. If these two
books seem: to' differ,#he fanlt is-with:

the reader and ot with the-author,

whe-cannot Bontradiot:himself-onHis: -
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word or works.! -In concluding he -

do well t9 presenve $his foundation
stonein the fabric of Masonry. With-

‘8aid of the Bible:—*Brethren; you -



