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A SENSIBLE LETTER.

Brotuers T. & R, WHITE,
Hamilton.

"I have received the first numbers of “THE
CRAFTSMAN,” and am much pleased with it, and
trust you may meet with every success in your eftort
to dispense lignt, for I consider that nothing tends
more to advance the interests of MasonrY than a
well-conducted journsl devoted peculiarly to its
interests. It tends so much to rouse up the dormant
energies and abilities of those who might else never
take so active a share in our labors, and to o certain
extent supplies the want of a library to the intelligent
Craftsman. Iam onlysurprised that the Craft could
have done so lung without such a desideratum, and
hope that now they will afford it theé measure of
patronage it so justly deserves. I haveseen Masters
and Grand Masters greatly puzzled how to decide
some knotty questions that have arisen, and which
may arise at any time, but which, had they been
industrious reading masons, would never have given
them any trouble to unravel, comparatively speaking.
We all want to read and study more the good
teachings of our old masters in Masvnic lore, to
cultivate a taste for w hich should be a primary object
in every Masonic Journal. The difference between
a reading mason and one that does not read is palpa-
bl~ to every one that has acted as one of an examining

comniittee ; and shonld the examining committee be
of the latter class, it gives the ludge a sun.ewhat,

similar stamp in the opinion of the visitor. 1 do not
envy the brother who has to undergo a strict exami-
nation at the door of a lodge unless he has fortitied

himself with_a little more than a great number do,,

viz., solely relying un what they have been tanght
in their mothet lodge during their mitiation, and
torgetting that this is not all, but merely the key to
open upto their view the wide expanse of informnation
and pleasure that lies hiddenn below the surface.
have said strict examination, for all examinations
are useless unless they are su; and it is equally
beneficial to the exammer and the examined that
they should be so.

I have a few odd crumbs—odds and ends—that I
shall endeavor to get you to see the puint of publish-
ing on some future occasion, when perhaps you may
have a stray spot or corner to give me the use of.

To conclude, I enclose you a year’s subscription
from the first number, and only have to say that if
ou only accomplish half of what is indicated in your

t numbers, “ THE CRAFTSMAN” shall always be a

welcome visitor to
Yours fraternally
&.C.B.

JESUITS AND MASONS IN SALONIKA.—There is now
an Italian Lodge at Salonika, called the Macedonia,

MONTHLY RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS.’ A

—The Grand Trunk R. R, of Canada has given a fivo years con-
tract for 100 tons daily, of prepared peat for engino fucl.,
—The dancing master of the Princo Imperial, who received tho

privilego of tho cloak, cane, and umbrella room, at the Paris
Exhibition, has sold bis right to the profits of this apartment for

$25,000,

—-A London despatch of 20th December announced that the
Emperor of Austria in despair of satisfying Hungary, had determined

to convene all tho Nationalitics that compose his empire, and
submit the adjustment to them. He oxpressed a willingness to
restore the constitution to Hungary.,

—Maximillian bas just announced his intention of fighting for
his throne, and has issued a proclamation to that effect, also stuting

that a national congress shall be convened on the #“most ample and
liberal basis,” and this congress shall “decido whether the empiro
shall centinue in the future.” ‘The precamation has had a won-
derful effect in improviag Imperial interests in that country.

—In the United States, according to official returns gathered by
the Bureau of Statistics at Washington, therc were during the four

months ending December 1st, 10,805 deaths from cholera.  Of this
number, 4,032 were in the city of St. Lows alone—more than &
third of the whole mortality from cholera in the TUnited States
happening thus in a ginglo city, and that only the cighth in point
of population in tho country,

— A series of most terrible explosions has occurred in the
English coal mincs. ‘The first oceurring at the Oaks pit at Bams-

lcy, Yoihshure, on the 12th December, while 400 men and boys were
at work in the mine, nearly all of whom perished. The shaft of
this pit is about 800 feet deep, with chambers leading off from the
bottom of it in various dircctions, two miles in length. Almost
simultancously with this explosion there was & similar one at Haw-
l¢y, in Staffordshire, 50 miles distant from tho first; 200 warkmen
being in the pit, only thirteen of whom were taken out alive, A
compauy of officers and volunteers was engaged in exploring the
Oaks pit for the dcad when asccond explosion took place, killing
thirty more, cighty dead bodies had been taken out and cight
engneers, who were still alive, but horribly mangled, All cfforts
to cxplore the pitfurther had to be abandoned. On the third day
three more cxplosivns touk place in the stme pit, and flames rushed
out of the shaft in great volumes, showing the mine to be on fire.
Tpwards of six hundred lives have been lost in all by these explo-
sions. The most affecting scenes occurred at the mouth of the pi

to which the friends and families of the lost all rushed, and coul

not be driven away. Upwards of 160 widows and 330 orphans,
from this calamity, have been counted up to this time. Subgerdp-
tions bave been opened throughout England for their relief. The
30 bodies taken out were all buried at ons great solemn funeral,

—Tho Ocean Yacht Raco has been won by the Henrietta. The
arrival of the yachts off Cowes was the occasion of a number of
demonstrations, The Duke of Edinburgh (Princo Alfred) has
acvepted o challenge from one of the American Yachtsmen, Mr.
Bennet, for a race in August next,

—Stephens, the C. O.1. R., has never teen out of Now York,
notwithstanding the reports of his presence in England and France.
A reccent meeting of the brotherhood has deposed him, dencuncing
him o5 & humbog, Gen, Glecson bas been clected in his stead.
Fenianism, if we are to believe the American papers, is at an cnd,

The Confedctation delegates aro progressing most favorably in
England. They mect daily, and it is said, havo succecded in over-
coming some difficulties wi:ich presentcd themselves, 4 bill for
the union of the Provinces will bo ready to be submitted toParlis.
ment 8S 800k as it meets. Messts. Macdonald, Carticr and Galt
weto for somo days tho guests of Lord Carnarvon at his private
residence, and Mcssrs. Hovland and Macdougall were similarly
honored by Mr. Cardwell, )

A despatch has been received from Lord Carparvon to Lord

with about 40 members. A systematic persecution { Monck 1 reference to the Fenion convicts.  The Colonial Secretary

is carried on by the Jesuits. Lately, the

city, and tendered a portion of the proceeds to the

! s L Lodge sot,
up a theatrical representation for the charitics of the,

man Catholic Sisters of Charity, who, however
under the orders of the Bishop, cilantably refused
the devil's money.

abils approving of the conduct of the Canadian Government in
furpishing, at Mr. Seward's request, a record of the trial, denies
strongly tho right of any forcign government to sit injappeal on the
judicial proceedings of the Canadian Courts. The sentences on
the prisoners arc commuted to twenty yesrs imprisonment in the
Provinuial Penitentiary, and it is intimated that ia caso of & futaro.
raid, tho cxtreme penalty of the law will bo enforced. -



