
june, '1913.

june is by far the most important
niontli in the v'ear in the' flouer '-iiden,
for if wve are tu have succcss wve must
give the plants the bcst of attention.
Thiis is the moîîîlî the plants nmale their
,grou Lti and mutch of the transplanting,
thinning and c.-ultivation is donc now.

Transplanting and thinning are vcry
imiportant inattcrs that must not be ne-
glccted. The boxes whiclh we have start-
ed will necd our first attention. When
tht sceds are well up, having made thecir
first or second pair of leaves, they are
best transplanted cither into their b!oom-
ing quarters or into * another box. Set
tliem in the gardcn from six inches to
Iwo feet apart. A good plan to go by
is the height plants wvill attain %vhcn futll
grown. Divide this by haîf, and you
hanve the distance apart to place tlie
plants. If it is too carly to plant out
take another box, fil! it -,vith good soi],
and plac the plants thrce inchs iparr
caich wvay in it. This gives sufficient
space and you get strong pla..ts. Plants
that will flot succocd when transplanted
muitst lit sown thinly out o! doors. Whcn
thcy are well up thin them out ta the
right distance npart. It is cheapest for
the city growcr to buy plants that he
cinnot grow in the garden, from sortie
florist. By so doing yous get tht bene-
fit of the florist's years o! training, and
up-to-date facilities.

Tlie best uine to thin or set out plants
is before seven in the morning and after
five in the afternoon. If the wvork is
dot in the morning cover the plants
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with paper, -,o, as to protect thenl front
the sun's rayç. 13y neglecting te, do this
you mnay loqe your whole stock. WVate:
slicaild be given in the evening only, ex-
cept in tlie spring wvhen the morning is
the best, as the plants wîll not then re-
ceive a chilI, %vhîch, rigbt retard them.

TRE CABE OF THE IAIMT
Wlicn thc plants are wcll started, the

surface of the bcd should be frcquently
wvorked %vith a smail hot, cultivator or
%veeder, flot only to kecp the beds free
from .veeds, but also, ta -encourage the
plants to grow by keeping the soil loose
and friabl?2 around them. This cannot
be done too, often. If dont twice a
week yon wvili obtain fifty per cent. bet-
ter plants and bloom.

During dry periods the plants should
be given water when the suri is down.
This wvatering should be dont well. Let
the water soak right into the roots. Sur-
face wvatcr does pants more injury than
good. After -watering stir the soul well
to prevent caking or crusting of the soi!.
In dry wteathcr, when w~ater is. scaroe,
lawn clippings are excellent t> cover the
surface of the bed %vith. They prcserve
the nioisture and keep downr tht weeds,
and also enhanc the bcaluty o! tht bcd.

Washing day is a great day witlh tht
Ilousetvifc, and also with the garden if
the wash water is only used right. Noth-
ing helps fliwers as much as soapy witer
so long as it does not contain lyt or
other strong atid tu cat theni. The
soapy wvatcr contains a largt arnount of
ammonia, animal fat, and other fertiliz-
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er,; and also has power tu, dcstroy ail or
most of the inscet pests found on the
plants and in. the soil. Always kcep dcad
Icaves and flowcrs pickcd off as titis flot
only miakes the plants look better but
prolongs thc season of b'oom.

Spraying to Destroy Dandelions
Fref. J. E. lfowitt

Probably no %wced attracts more at-
tention at this time of the year than the
lxomely dandelion. E'.erywvherc lawnq
arc to bc scen ycllo'.v wvith this pest.
Later, wlihca. the seeds are ripe, they are
stili more unsightly. Spudding <lande-
lions fromi the lawn is a laborious and
unprofitablc task. Some casier and
more ,effective method fins long been
looked for. During tic past thrce ycars
the Department of Botany has been try-
ing experiments in spraying wvîth a solu-
tion of iron sulphate tu kzili dandelions
in thc lawvn. Tnie resuits obtaîncd are
much more pronîising than those sccured
by somne experimenters in the United
States, and should be of intcrest tu the
reaiders of The Canadian Horticulturist.

Only last ycar's results arc cited, but
those of the tivo previous ycars arc very
similar, though the data arc flot so
ex:,ct. In last ycar's trials a twventy
pc.- cent, solution of iron sulphate %vas
uscd. This wvas prepared by dissolving
twvo pounds of iron sulphate in cadi gal-
Ion of watèr. This solution wvas applied
with a knapsark sprayer in the form of
a fine spray just after the first few
dandelions in tlîc plots came into, flolver.
Fortv-cight hours after the application of
the solutiùn, the icaves of the dandelions
ivere found to bP" bhîckericd and burncd.
The burned and îvithcrcd lenves were
raked off -and the plots lcft for about
tîvo weeks, when the dandelions werc
seen to, !-. sending up new, Icatves. Ano-
ther spraying wvas then given wvith the
same results. A ecareful watch wvas kept
on the plots, and it %vis found nccssary
to spray thcm six times dtiring the sea-.
son in order to prevent the leaves get;,
ting a start.

This spring the plots %verc closely Ob-
served and the resuits of last year's
sprayings noted. Each plot contained
one hundred and sigty-eight square feet.
The dandelions in these spcaycd plots
and in the unspraycd check plot were
counted. In plot number one there were
one hundred and thirty dandelions; in
plot nuniber twvo, one hundred and forty-
one dandelions; and in plot number
thrce, ninety-one. Ir~ the check plot (un-
spraycd) there %vere approximately cight
thousand four hundrcd dandelions. These
figures showv that over ninety-eight per
cent. of the dai.delions in the plots %vcre
destroycd by spraying six times with a
twenty per cent. solution o! iron suf-
phlate. Some or' our correspondents who
sPrayed their laivps last year with iron
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