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labors for tho ono to the negloct of the other. In soma of nur!nf tho lino washed and dried his hands and recerved his reprimand.
schouls a rule obtains that each cluss shall cover a preseribed amount 'The other e could not be allowed to pass through ity sepitrate
of work, familiamzo themselves with a spocified number of pagoes in ' door till tho hine  which was the boy of the divty hands had entered.
tho different toxt-baoks. in a given time.  1f the different members ' Tho usual mothods must be carnied out to the Jottor. Exposure of
of the class pnss a creditable exammation at the end of a apecitiod | tho cluld’s héalth, or the deprivatson of hus promsed rights, are of
time, well and good ; they pass.  But if one poor unfortunate fails | minor importance ! What night had that teacher to punish the
to make the required per cent., he does not pass.  Sometimes he | wholo school —yes, two schovls—Ffor the fanlt or cirelessness of ono
ought not.  But every observing teachoer of experionce well knows boy?  Why did she not draw him out of the hne and lot the others
that scholars of worth, acholars the peers of the best in the class, in | puss in ¢ Doubtless beeause thoere was no precedent for it. ¢ Ve
all that goes to make up houest worth, sometimes full bolow the es- ! pay tithes of mint and anise and cunimin and negleet the weightior
tablished standard, and are not alliwed to pass to the next higher j things of the law,’ 13 as true here and now as when proclammed by
grade. Trnvial technicahities sometimes echpse real worth, the Great Teacher nineteen conturies ago.

*In one of the foremust schovlsintheState, a young man wasde-|  “‘ Treat all your scholarsalike, show no partiality, is an excellent
frauded of his rank in tho claas merely becauso ho spelled one httle [rule.  In order to carry out this luw, a sebof »2les is lid down
word wrongly. He had spelled 1t corrdetly a score of times in the | covering as many possible® cases as the fertile amd of the teac or
same paper. The result was he ranked second toan ferior class- | can suggest, and each rule has its exact a 1y 1 specitic praalty attached.
mate 1n the pubhshed reports.  The teacher mentally rebelled, but | Happy 1 the consciousness that the best methods | ave been adopt-
such a caurse was demanded by the methods then m uso. ed, wnd that all may now be trewted impactially, the work goes on.

“In this way an injustice to real werit is often done. What | TWO scholars have broken the same rulo —one u timud little girl, as
toacher does not know the standing of the scholar as well before ; delicite and frail as she is consciontions and obediont, carefully
examination asafter 7 If a class i any grade, through the care- hurtured by loving parents, and astranger to the penal code ; the
lessness of the tencher 1 charge, accomplish the required work in | other, the proverbal ¢ worst boy i the school,’ to whom punish-
less than the allotted time, what then? Tt is charged that some- 1 Went is a pastime.  Ten minutes on the floor, exposed to the gaze
times such a class has been held at the specified limits for wecks ; of the school, is agony to the one and & recreation to the othor.
and not allowed to advance in their work, The rules demanded it. | And yet some toachers seem to think that in thas carrying out tho
Rules must be kept mviolate even if tho scholar suffer ! He js | letter of the law they are guilty of no erime ! Time way not reveal
made for the school, and not the schoul for him ! The teachey, in | the fact to their sluggish minds, but oternity will. A littlo less
such a case, is suppused to have done her work in an imporfect | inethod and more cominon sense would hav  resuited in less cruolty
manner, and is to blame.  If the class fadl to do the specified work, | to the one and a better correction to the e, .
thon there is again sumething wrong with the teacher of the class, | ‘' A cast-aron ryle is the wisdom of fools,” isa proverb that applies
Bhe must be held responsible.  What if she plead earnest ctfort and 1 20 8chool economy no less than te political, and the teacher that is
unsparing pains, or a wide differcuce i the ability of the classes 31 10t able to adjust methods to particular cases has yet something to
There is a fatlure, and she bung buman has erred” The rule can- tlearn in theory and practice. Too much methad is bad enough in
not be in error, for that 18 uut human, not haunane, for that matter. y the hands of an-otherwise prudent teacher, buv when applied by ig-

Teacher and class may be blamed, may sutfer ; but *our metheds' | torance certanly 18 not much improved.

must be carried out without *varmation or shadow of turmng’!
What is the use of having rules uniess they be hvedup to? Didiit
never occur to such a teacher that a hittle elasticity i rales will not
vitiate their strength ¢

“Every well-prepared programmedividesschosl timeintorec. «t:on
and study hours. This is all well.  But is it just the right thing to
say thi. overy scholar in such class shall devote the time allotted
to any ono study to that alune, and always, and not be allowed to
leavo it. when learned, for another? If one wrighter than others
in the cluss needs less time for a certain lesson, but more for an-
other in which he finds greater difficulty, 1s it not an injustice to
him to be held to the strict letter of thelaw ! And yetsuch things
do happen.

“In movingclasses much needless circnmlocution is employed. Of
course every class must be moved at all times and under all circum.
stances by the same signais andin the same exact order! Um.
formity is order alicays! Onar worthy ex-State Superintendent,
Prof. YVon Coelln, gives a good illustratin,  He relates that i one
school which he visited, nine taps of the bell brought the class
prémptly and orderly to the recitation seat, and as many more re.
turned it in safety and in an orderly manner to its seat.  Nino sig-
nals seem rather superabundant to move any cliss ; but how all-suf
ficient they seem when, as in the case cited. the class cuasists of

That ex-.ctness which takes al! responsibility frum the scholar and
! yet hol?s him responsible for cvery little irregularity, 18 not calen-
| lated w0 bring about tho best results.  Tell the scholar what you re-
Fanite of him, and point out to him the preciso manner in which
everything must be dane ; omit not the slightest detail ; train him
day by day to act out your mind in your manner, and, pray toll,
what is there left of hun? Tt is all of you. No child of spirit or
enterprise will willingly submit, and he ought not. His obedivnce
will be yieldod under protest, and it should be. None but slaves
have long submitted. Mauhood rebels against such tyranny. To
illustrate : In one of our city schools, itis said, is 2 rule that no
child, in passing up or down stairs, shall break the lino, or the step,
ot speak, or whisper, or look backward, or sideways, or puta hand
on the hand-rails, &c., &c. If any one of these multitudinous
parts of the rule is broken, the ‘culprit’ is recalled to his room
,and set to work at some task, writing a certain number of words on
i the blackboard, or studyiny so many minutes, or snme other similar
tpumishiment.  What is study worth to him under such circum-
istances ?  And 1s thero any love of study awakened inthe mind of
t the scholar 7 Will he not soon learn to associato books and study
, with pumshment? And what but fear 18 the restraining force?
Has lus honor or love of right, for tho sake of it, been developed 7

‘‘Several years ago I saw, while visiting Massachusetts State

only one young man. Doubtless the teacher acted very couscien. | Prison, a practice somewhat similar, though less exacting in some
tiously in the matter ; but her conscientiousness did nat go far in:thiugs. Hardened cnmunals were bemy dealt with there. Fear
developing the mdividuahty or the irdependence of the scholar, and | was the inciting cause to vbedionce, and continual punishment the
possibly develuped a feeling of contempt on the part of the young'cnd to beattained.  Shall we make our schools mstitutions of Itke
man for rules and regulations in general. character?

‘* Butlittlemore wisdom wagsshown when anotier teachor suspend- ‘“The boy is the man in embryo. Ho 1sa distinct indivicdual now
ed recitations an hour while a boy went fur her call-bell carelessly 'as well as then, possessod of attributes and native qualitics peeulior
left at hume. A bell had always been used to move classes, and ! to himself, cither as boy or man.  T'o su develop the bettor quali-
strict method required 1t then. ° fties, and so increase their growth that they will overtop the worse

““Over-methodizing may defraud the scholar out of his rights, out {ones, will gereral'v more successfully develop the better man.
of that which was prumised him by his teacher. Fifteen-nnnute | Being peculiarly sensitive, ho is casily influenced by whatever
recesses are very often lawd down un our programmes, m which time ' transpires around him ; being full of curiosity he sces overything,
the scholar is promised a release from the exactions of the school- t estimates cach and all, nad if of value secks to make it Jus own, and
ronm. He understands that this time 1s his, to be used m any | if thought worthless he throws it aside.  No oye is keener than his
proper manner that Le may clhvose. And yet he is not unfrequently « to discern the ludicrous or ridiculous ; and while at times he may
reguired to surrender one-half of v fur furmung into bines, marching ' show that he is well atocked with both, he will not wilthngly yield
and counter marcling, or worse yot, i waitig. ihis conseut to have thomy practised on himn by others. He often

“Soveral years ago the wniter saw the scholars of two rooms kept n 1 chafes under reasonablo ‘restraints, but his botter judgment ucges
lino several © inutes, one bleak, wintry day, while the teacher of jham to submut ; but when his judgmert condemus them, the only
one room brought » dish of water and ono small boy near the head | restraining forco loft him is cithor luve of roward or praise, or foar

.



