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iinwontcd ilntcrst. It is g lood ruie
ncver to leave a 'election. bc it prose
,r poctry. without noling the author's
wiome, without mentioning %omcthng
nicresing alou'ît his litc inm thcc
days of pjurnal sketches and biogra.
phics the lives of iur writer% .rc pbli
he propcrty" ; and nanung oiher
writmgs by the same author. taking
lare to choou'se thosc that arc ' ithmu
the omprchcnsion (if the chi<lrcn.
mu wthout makng t hem decirous (if
ecaring morc about the subje:ct mat-
tcr of the lcsson. Takc ouir Thid
lPook. for example. BIefoie idvanng
scry far wC rmert the naines, Long-
icllow. Ballantyne, Mrs. licians, and
li.ms Andersen. Do not let thcsc
namcs remain strange sounids to the
children, nake themu realize theim.
l'hcy are the nanes of people ike
themnselves. it is astonishing how
quickly th-se :Iames becoite faimihar
as househol words to- them. Vnd a
Corner of the blackboard whercon to
write the names of various wel)-known
and entcrtaining authors, as the% oc-
cur in our Readers, with one or two
of their iost interestng poemfs or
stories and k«p theim ther. Only a
few weeks ago we had finished our
reading lesson and the orlder " close
books " was given, when a murmiur
Came frn one corner of the room,
.It's written by Mrs. 1-lemians, and
you didn't put it down "-" Yes and
she wrote, 'O. call my brother back to
men' in the Second Book," responded
myîother, without any regard to punc-
tuation 1>ut %ith a fUil consciousne-ss of
lis suleri(r knowledge. The omission
was protitly supplhed and the boys
(cmiended for their thoughtftlness.
These were voluntary comnents, and
the pupils were quite accustoied to
inake themu and to give the informa-
tion in a iaost natural mianner.

Ali such details should bc
given incidentally without depanitig
im the ieast from the regular order of
the lesson. Sonietines, when the

clection promrilses to bc dri and un-
inicresting. it is well to tell the chil-
urn a litle about the atithor and hi
writmngs on beginning the lcrson, in
oirdler to attra< t t hcir attention. Again,
if it is 1» a writer they have learncd to
know well, the cse of the lesson Is
best, bcautise thev are ail on the alert
toi till what thev know, and the inter-
est is kcci to sec who <an tcli iost
or first. it is ausing occasionally
to ser the loîok of dismar that arises
whcn turning the pagc. 'hey find no
naine attai hcd to the sclection. or
agan when a boy iates that " Mr.
.\nonmouis wrote it." Soon howcvcr
they find ouit what ny literary tern
m-ans, and talk about paragraphs,
and stanzas and anonymouîs books,
without the cons-ioîusness that they arc
usmg other tlhan cvcry-day language.

The pirescnt age has bcen callcd
the age of abbreviations, and wc ail
admit the tendency to curtail our sen-
tences, worls, syllables ; we even trv
to think in cpigrams. Elegance and
fulness of language arc daily sacrificcd
to force and cxpressiveeiss. Perhaps
a certain amount of force is necedful un
the rush of husincss life, but it rests
with us to show our pupils that
truc force is only acquired by using
the right word in the right place, and
that slang phrases, howevcr fitting
they miay appeararre wcak, inasnuch
as, they indicate a lack of ability to
use the proper word.

In the Granma. Lessons, or Lan-
guage Lessons, as we more correctlv
call them, not a little also may be
done in a quiet way to acquaint our
pupils with the naines of authors and
their works. In the construction of
sentences, either f-: classification,
analvsis or correction, it would be an
easy task to embody certain truths in-
stead of the meaningless phrases we
so often throw together. For instance
n ilace of " Virtue is its own re-

waru," " The tall man walks down the
street," " It is a very fine day," sub-
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