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the means and knowledge ivithin my power than
I would ever hope to gain by any improved sys-
tem that could be imagined ; and I scarcely ever
had a poor crop, or any misfortune in farming
but wlat I could, with a little ingenuity, trace
to somie reimissness of mny own.

'hie advantages of Agriculture as a pursuit
may be considered as national, and individual.
Nations have generally, flourished in proportion
as Agriculture has been encouraged and fostered,
and the decline of Agriculture and of the State,

A better prospect, however, is now before us.
The circumstances I have before alluded to, it
is to be hoped, ivill give a fresh impetus to agri-
culture from vhich mucli good will ultimately
proceed, and for this improved prospect I con-
sider we are mainly indebted to the enterprise
and perseverance of those truly patriotic men,
who have under great discouragement endea-
voured to organize, and continued to uphold ag-
ricultural societies in the different parts of the
Province. May they have their reward !

have in many case been closely connected. If Much las been said in favour of Agriculture
Agriculture is of sucli advantaige to nations in as a pu'suit to individuals, and much more might
general, it must bc of hie most vital importance ho snid, but I have no wish to exagerte its ad-
to Canada, which can never be a prosperous vantages. Il any person fond of case and plea-
country except by agriculture in the first instance. sure should engage in agriculture, opecting to
And Canada bas many natural advantages for find it a state of perfect happiness, and that ho
agriculture. Upper Canada, especially, wîll coin- Nvill have nothing more to do tlan sit under bis
pare favourably with nost countries. With an vine and fig troc, and onjoy imself, lie vill as-
excellent soi and climate, and lier splendid lakes suredly ineet W'itl disappointment; but a similar
and rivers. She lias but one dravback, the long disappointment %vill as certainly await the man of
and severe winters. As we can do nothin to business ivlo !hall engage in it in the oxpecta-
change the seasons, it becomes our interest to tion of ncquring a rapid fortune. TO the poor
malke the beot of then, as they are. As the man labouring bis little farrn with lus own hands,
country becomes older and more improved, how- or probably the occasional assistanc of lus wife
ever, the winters will undoubtedly become more i tle field, i is indeed a lue of hardsbip. But
moderate. And those wlo have remarked the if lie las courage perseverance and prudence,
seasons for a number of .yeai s back well knowi hardship will gradually wear off ; witl gooù luck,
that a-conside'rable improveinent is alrcady per- wlicl too iîîany depend much on-and in vain
ceptible. And yet with all the natural advan- -but which rarely fails to accompany the pru-
tages whiicli Canada possesses for agriculture, and zndusi-ious. The liard %vork o? the
low little lias hitherto been done for it by those fariner ceases to be a lardsuip te him Mien ho
to whom the destinies of the country have been ses that every days' work is laid out to advan-
entrusted ? How few of the " great minds" of tage, and is preparing for himself and lis family
Canada have been I directed to the study and a future state of case and comfort. And the
development of its true principles." And how consciousness of independence procured aud sus-
many of the little minds have neglected their tnined by lis own exertions and the protection
farms to attend to some political question. wrhich of Providcnce is a constant support to him, and
a sensible neiglhbour of mine declared " would not encourages him to continue and iierease lus ex-
make six York shillings diterence in the course ertions. There arc many instances in Upper
of a whole year." 1 would by no means inti- Canada of mon coming on a nevr un cared farm,
mate thîat the farmners of Canada are generally (frequently not paid for,) who wcre not.able to
neglectful of their business as compared with any îworide tlemselves with comfortable food and
other people : on the contrary I think a more clotling, but ivho by steadý perseverance, indus-
industrious and contented people will not easily try, nnd care have acquired coinfortable fortunes,
be found, and I do not think there is at this time ad have riscr from the station of poor labourers
a more prosperous country on the face of the to ho mon o? tle first conseqience and standing
earth than Upper Canada. Still there is plenty i their localities! The man of moderato mens
of room for improvemenit in us all ; and I do iih have stili far greater facilities for improving
think that agriculture has not hîad the support hs condition without the hardsbips vhicb the
and encouragement from the higher powers poor farmer has furst to undergo. Agriculture
that its acknowledged importance demands. I is not the pursuit bywhicl to anss a fortune in
think it may safely be asserted, that if as much a short time, but it is undoubtedly the most cor-
attention lad been given to agriculture, as to tain mons of procuring a comfortable coi-
many other questions of far less moment, there potence. Some acquire large fortunes rapidly
would not now b.e a large sectiorn of intelligent by other pursuits> especially commerce, greater
and industrious farmers in any part of Canada, fortunes than could ever ho expected from agri-
wlose system of cultivation is so bad that they culture. But of the thousnnds who start in the
"do not deriv- from the soil more than one- pursuit of fortunes througli commerce or oher
fourth o? what it cau produce ! exciting and hazardous enterprizes many become
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