
The Battie of York

It used to be said, and flot so rnany years ago,
that Canada was an unhistoric country, that it had
no0 history. Perhaps this was because our peoples
iu these western parts, whose beginnings of occupa-
tion cornrenced but a littie over one liundred years
ago, have been so rnuch occupied with clearing the
forests and developing our resources that but littie
tirne lias been given to the studying and recording
of its earlier days. Our thoughts have been de-
voted more to what is called the practical, rather
than to the rerniniscent, to the future rather than to
the past. Yet in this past is the potent formative
power for creating the character of our people, the
sources of patriot emulation and honour by which
our progress is to be guided and governed. Much
bas been done of later years by our ilistorical ýSocie-
ties and devoted searchers iu collecting and pub-
lishing material fromn original sources and personal
memories which lias greatly helped the writers of
our History, se that instead of the dry and matter-
of-fact collations frorn statistics which were laid
before us in our early days lias corne the awakening
of the mernories of the devotion valeur, patriotisrn,
and self-sacrifice of bhe men and the wornen who
were the first corners, and founders of our country.
The vivid history of the times when rnen lived and


