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second wife, Mrs. Margaret Irvin,* nee Rodgers, widow

of Nr. Abraham Irvin, a woman of cultivated mind, withwhonm

he lived happily until her decease in î8oo. They had no chil-

dren. She had five by her former marriage.

Of Mr. Smith's affection for his first wife, the following inci-

dent bears witness. It was communicated to us by Rev. J. M.

Smith, son-of Mr. Smith's youngest son, Robert.

"My father's earliest recollections related to thd habits
of his father, which he told about as follows: His mother was
buried on the farm, on a hill at some distance from the house,
where some large oak trees had been left standing to mark and
shade the family burying ground. Under the shade of these
trees my grandfather had constructed a kind of booth, some-
what after the form of an Indian wigwam, but small in size.

* The following account is given of Mrs. Irvin in the edition of

this work, published by Grigg & Elliot, in 1834:

"She was born in the year 1744, in Hanover county, Virginia. She was of a re-
spectable family ; her father and the Rev. Dr. Rodgers, of New York, were brothers'
children. Her mother was sister to the Rev. James Caldwell, who was killed by the

British and tories at Elizabeth Point, New Jersey. Her father removed, when she was

a child ,to what was then called Lunenburg, now Charlotte county, Virginia. She never
went to school but three months, and that at the age of five years. At the expiration

of that term the school ceased, and she had no opportunity to attend one afterward.

Her mother, however, being an intelligent woman, and an excellent scholar, gaveher

lessons at home. On the 5 th of November, 1764., she was married to Mr. Irvin, a

respectable man, though in moderate circumstances. In the year 1777, when every
true friend of his country felt it his duty to render some personal service, he and a

neighbor, by the name of William Handy, agreed that they would enlist for the term
of three years, and each to serve eighteen months; Irvin to serve the first half, and
Handy the second. Mr. Irvin entered upon duty, in company with many others from
that section of the country. When they had marched to Dumf *s, Va., before they
joined the 'main army, they were ordered to halt and inoc te for - ox.
Irvin neglected to inoculate, under the impression he had had t ase during infncy.
The consequence was, he took the small-pox in the natural way, and died, leaving Mrs.
Irvin, and fave small children, four sons and a daughter.


