
6 - 7ÈRE IS NO DEAT.

which he cannot disprove;" and though'Carlyle gives us
the comforting assurance that the population of Great Bri-
tain consists "chiefly of fools," I pin my faith upon
receiving credence from the few who are not so.

Why should TI be disbelieved? When the late Lady
Brassey published the -' Cruise of theSunbeam,.' and Sir
Samuel and Lady Baker related their experiences in Central
Africa, and Livingstone wrote his accountof the wonders
he' met With whilst engaged- in the investigation of the
source of the Nile, and Henry Stanley followed up the
story and added thereto,. did theynaný- icipate the- public
turning up its nose at their narrations, and declaring it did
not believe a word they had written? Yet their readers
had to accept the facts they'offeredfor credence, on their
authority alone. -Very few of them ,had even he¢rd of the
places described before ; scarcely one in a thousand could,
either from personal, experience or acquired knowledge,
attest the truth of the description. What was there-for
the benefit of the general public-to prove that the Sur -
beam haa sailed round the world, or that Sir Sanuel Baker
had met with the rare beasts, birds, and flowers he wrote
of, or that Livingstone and Stanle.y met and spoke with
those curious, unknown .tribes that never saw white mien
-til-they set eyes on thèm? Yet had any one of those
writers affirmed that in his wanderings he had encountered
a gold field of undoubted excellence, thousands of fortune-
seekers would ha-ve left their native land on his word alone,
and rushed to secure some of the glittering treasure.

Why ?~Because the authors of those books.were persons
well krown in society, who had a reputation for veracity to
maintain, and who would have been quickly found out
had they dared to deceive. I claim the saine grou.ds for
obtaining belief. I have a well-known narne' and a public
reputation, a tolerable brain, and two sharp eyes. What I
have witnessed, others, with equal assiduity and ýerseve-
rance, May witness for theinselves. ItLwould .denand a
voyage round the world to see all that- the owners of the
Sunbedm saw. It would denand time and trouble and
money to see whatI have seen, and to some people, per-
haps, it would not be worth the outlay. But if have jour-
neyed into the Debateable Laid(which so few really believe
in, and most are terribly afraid cf), and corne forward now
to tell what I have seen there, the- world has no more right


