VICTORIA COLONIST

‘Da-Siao-Tung is the native name for a
cinnabar mine in central China which has
been worked for centuries by the primitive
methods known to the native miners. With
fire they cracked and loosened the solid rock
and with hammer and moil they chiselled it
out bit by bit, until the mountain, in which
the deposit of cinmabar lay in horizontal for-
mation and which forms a wedge with perpen-
dicular sides between the fork of a great
canyon which cuts deep into the hill-studded
plateau of Wen-Shan-Chiang, the place of
“ten thousand hills,” was drilled with pass-
ages like a rabbit warren and hollowed in
places into great chambers, inside which could
be put a good-sized church and insfde those
to which the daylight could penetrate whole
families built their huts and passed their
lives.

Many a fight and many a murder has taken
place in the dark recesses of the underground
city, where the human ants worked and
quarreled and fought as only a horde of
Chinese with their quick child-like passions
can work and quarrel and fight.

As the workings of the mine grew larger
and larger, so the horde of ‘workers grew
more and more numerous, until, at the time
that the “foreign devil” mining engineer
came and saw and coveted the mines for his
“foreign devil” company many a hundred
men, wonten and children were directly de-
pendent for their means of subsistence on the
ore which they mined and sorted ‘and treated
in 'the Da-Siao-Tung.

Small wonder then that it was not at first
an easy matter to reconcile them to the
change of ownership and the change of work-
ing methods when the “foreign devils” - had
made their bargain with the Chinese govern-
ment and the Chinese owners, and came to
take possession of the mine which had been
worked by the latter and their ancestors many
and many a generation before the coming of
the “foreign devil out of the sea.”

By degrees, however, those of them who
were employed to carry on the work of ex-

tracting and treating the cinnabar ore by
modern methods under the management of the
foreign owners, who bought the mine ‘and
sent their engineers and. overseers to work
it; recognizing that they were betfer paid and
better treated under the new management than
under the old way before the coming of the
whites, gained confidence in their new mas-
ters and worked willingly and well, and, al-
though the change meant that there were few-
er of them actually engaged in the workings
than before, the community generally in the
mining town adjacent to the workings was
more prosperous and riches in this world’s
goods; good wages regularly paid without
“squeezes” and without deductions, shorter
hours, and better working conditions soon
brought the Chinese to see that they were
really better off than under the old system,
and.the company came to have a force of or-
derly, good-natured workers who never gave
any very serious trouble.

Cinnabar dust, however, in that part of the
world is much as gold dust here, good as
cash, and the clean, red cinnabar used to be
panned out by the nitives in just the way
that a gold miner pans out the yellow metal,
and, exchanged in the market for copper cash
or goods, a small quantity of it was compara-
tively valuable and easily secreted in the falds
of a girdle or a turban; consequently, pilfer-
ing was common, and .the custom was to
search all the miners and coolies as they left
work to prevent the loss\by stealing becoming
serious. ~ Chinese here may have’ learnt that
honesty is the best policy, even as some ot
thém there came to learn it, but speaking gen-
erally, the Chinese thére were only honest
through fear of the consequences of being
found out to be the reverse. ;

Pilfering was a matter of ‘everyday oc-
currence and provoked little notice, punish-
ment followed detection and the inetdent was
speedily forgotten, but robbery under arms
was a much more serious affair.

The penalty for armed robbery in China is
death, and the Chinese, natarally an exceeding-
ly ingenious people, have exercised their usual
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ingenuity in devising different ways of car-
rying out the death sentence.  The popular
idea is that criminals are executed in China
by decapitation; so they are sometimes, but
there are other’ways of doing away with the
undesirable, such as the cage (in which the
victim has just room to ‘stand with a cord
round his neck and a certain npmber of
bricks under his feet, -of which one is re-
moved each day until the end), and other still
more revolting atrocities; the*details of which
are hardly pleasant reading, so that it will
be apparent that‘an armed robber is usually a
pretty desperate charcter who will do his ut-
most to elude capture:

On the other hand the Chinese soldiers,
the equivalent of our policemen, are usually
pusillanimous to a degree and best described
by the one expressive Chinook word “cultis,”
Their efforts to capture: desperadoes -are not
usually very sincere, and the robbers are more
often than not given plenty of time to get out
of the way and comparatively seldom brought
to book for their crimes. - Consequently China
is overrun with them, in the wilder districts
especially. /4

Life in the foreign compound of the min-
ing company operating the Da-Siao-Tung was
more or less monotonous; as said, the capture
of a petty thief trying’to smuggle a small
quantity of stolen cinnabar out of the mine
concealed in his clothes was of too frequent
occurrence’to provoke comment, but there was
certainly “something doing” when one even-
ing at dinnér, I, who was at that time in
charge of the working of the Da-Siao-Tung,
was disturbed by a messenger in hot ‘haste
from the mine about half a"mile away, to say
that there were six armred robbers. in: the
workings and that, if ~'we.” made haste,” he
thought .we could catch them as he had seen
them without their seeing him. It should be
explained here that we were not working a
night-shift at the time and that at mght the
mine was left in charge of a few soldiers who
had their giiarters insidethe entrance. Walls
had been: built at the “two miain entrances’of
a height sufficient to prevent scaling, . the
ramifications of the old workings were exten-
sive,’and the mountain side was honeycombed
with Holes and openings, few of which sliowed
on the plans of the mining company in their
London office. It was through one of these
olfl entrances that the robbers had made- their
way, and, in making his. rounds, one of our
watchmen had seen their light up-in one of

. the richest stopes beforé they had been able

to discover his, and, putting out his own, had
been able to get a clear view of them without
arousing- their suspicions; they, on’the other
hand, frusted so implicitly to the usual capac-
ity for'sleep of the avérage Chinese night-
watchman and his reluctance :to clash with
men of - their kind if it could possibly - be
avoided that _they had left no oné to act as sen-
tinel, and were working away at the task of
collecting: as much as possible in the time at
their disposal of the rich broken ore on the
floor of the stope. ¢
Knowing the ways of -the wily Oriental,
we were hardly sanguine of ‘making a cap“
ture, it-seemed so much more likely thdt the
soldiefs in charge of the mine at night had
been squared, and that this visit to the com-
pound was just a bluff to “save their face”
when it sBould be discovered next morning that
the rich stape had been looted; but still there
was a possibility that the tale was right, and
so the rest of the dinner was allowed to look
after itself  whiie I hutried ' afoot
down to the mine accompanied only by my
“boy,” a former soldier who had also been an
executioner at an earlier stage of his' career,

‘terpreter, a Shanghai man with a great con-

A Namive Mane e tasViciwrTy!

which penetrated the mountain from one side
to the other, and to wait there in order to
intercept the robbers if they tried to force their
way out at that end. This entrance was pro-
tected with a padlocked door and stone wall too
high to be scaled witheut a ladder, so that to
carry. out these instructions was an easy mat-
ter and entailed no danger.

Meanwhile  at our end the Chinese com-
mander proceeded to take up a perfectly safe
position where there was no fear whatever of
the miscreants seeing him if they salijed forth.
He took from his “boy” a fearful-looking
sword of etiormous dimensions and hid him-
self securely in a little blind drive where he

! was perfectly safe, explaining that if the rob-
i bers came he would be able to jump out upon
them. ~This' was quite to our liking, as we
rheant, if possible, to effect a capture, and did
not want to be hampered with any such-use-
. less encumbrances imside the workings, . as
' this commander would undoubtedly have
proved to be.  Some-of his retinie were arm-
ed with percussion muzzle loaders and we had
no desire to have them following us along nar-
row passages in the semi-darknéss of a mine,
lit only by the candles we were.-carrying, ‘with
e , these weapons pointing at the small’ of our
e 5 backs; they were therefore instructed to line
up: at the entrance and stop all or any who
should appear and try to pass, while the writer
and the old-time executioner started into the
rhine, the former with a big Colt’s 45 revol-
ver, and the latter with the weapon of his
former office.
Crawling quietly and carefully through
. hundreds of feet of narrow and low passages,
& peering carefully into- every corner, we pro-
%' ceeded, until, in the heart of the mine, we en-
tered the big chamber off which led the work-
‘ing in which we hoped to catch the robbers
at work, though greatly fearing that we were
on a wild gﬁse chase and that they had long

: since taken the alarm and made good their es-

< s i cape; ' As, luck would have it, they had not

RE AVTHOR  ONESOF ‘THRE ORE-SORTERS  been alarmed, and, as we came round the last

; i corner, we caught the glimmer of a light in

the rich stope which was at about eighteen

feet higher level than the main chamber and
was reached from. it by a ladder.

-Hastily screening our own lights,the ex-
ecutioner ' performed a master stroke by
crawling forward noiselessly in sandaled feet
and calmly removing the ladder. Hardly had
he done so before we heard voices and saw
a light coming towards. the chamber from the
opposite end. « This. was'a.puzzler, we, of
course, supposing it to.be some of ‘the rob-
bers;  the executioneer, however, recognized
the voice of the interpreter and told me so.
I was thus enabled to concentrate my at-
tention at once on the spot where the ladder
had been, just in time. The robbers, hearing
the voices, rushed to the jump-off to find the
ladder removed, and to. look straight into the
barrel of the big Colt held well in the light of
a candle. '

It was a ‘bloodless victory. ‘The' native
has a vast respect for foreign firearmgs, and
the writer knew enough of ‘the local dialect
to be able to make himself clearly understood
when he shouted to them that the first man
who made any movement to ‘try aad climb
down would be shot. The interpreter came
up with the reinforcements, being by mno
man and had to do things.decently and < in ~means contented to obey orders and stay at
order; the escape of a robber was a much less the entrance to prevent an attempt at egress,
serious affair than any slight risk to his per- ,and the robbers, six in number, were caught
sonal safety or interference with his comfort. like rats in a trap.

Those who know the Chinese of the interior The first command was fof them to throw
will be well acquainted with the old-woman-. down their arms to the floor of the chamber.
ishness, to coin & phrase to fit the meaning After 2 show of reluctance cut short by a very
it is desired to convey, of the average Chin- voluble flow of Chinese from the interpreter,
ese gentleman. In the present case the com- so voluble that I was unable to follow
mander-and:his squad had proceeded down to it; but which was apparently very persuasive
the mine with large lanterns going ahead and in its eloquence, down came three ten-foot long
with no attempt whatever at secrecy or quiet- spears and three murderous-looking knives of
ness, his ‘excellency was unaccustomed to horrible proportions. These were grabbed by
walking and wds carried to the scene in his our men and promptly thrown down a winze
chair by coolies, his progress,was mecessar- to make sure. Unarmed, the villians were made
ily slow, so that, if the robbers had not been to come down the ladder one by one and their
so. absolutely confident of being tnmolested hands securely tied behind their backs, when
as ot to leave a man to keep “cave” at the - they were marched in triumph to the com-
efitrance and'warn them of the approach of the pound and thrust in durance vile to await
enemy, they would have had ample time to ré- judgment, word being sent to the brave com-
ceive warning and make good their escape. mander, still lurking in his ambush at the en-

In this case though; they had been just a trance, of the successful capture.
little too cocksure and had leff none on guard, This doughty individual was charged with
which piece of bravado proved their undoing. the duty next day of conveying the prisoners
Before leaving the ¢ompound, the mine in- to the ‘prefect of Tung-Zen-Foo, the prefec-
tural ‘town about a day’s journey away, who,
very much to my own relief, decided partly at
the. request of the KEuropean manager
not to visit them with the extreme penalty of
the law, allowing them to escape with their
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and was one of the few Chinese soldiers I
came across in ‘my sojourn aniong them who
seemed to be afraid of nothing.

It should have been . explained that the
compound in which the white men of the mine
staff lived was supposed to be protected by a
company - of soldiers, in the pay of the com-
pany but under the command of a Chinese
commander, of the'rank (bought as usual with
hard cash) of general in the Chinese army. It
was the duty ‘of this gentleman of rank to try
and to punish all ordinary malefagtors caught
committing misdemeanors in the employ of the
company, and of course by rights it.was his
job to undertake such an expedition as the
present and do his best to catch the offenders
and bring them to book. Although the men
under his command occupied quarters inside
the compound wall, the commander had a
house in the native town about half-way be;
tween the mine and the compound, and the
man who brought the message had given him
the tale on his way to the compound, so that
as I with my ex-executioner  atten-
dant hurried down to the entrance of the mine
I overtook the commander with the eight
or ten men he had collected to accampany him
just outside; now this commander was a big

tempt for -the local native and absolutely no
fear of him, had been told to get two or three
men " together and hurry down to the other
main entrance at the opposite end of the mine,
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lives, but making these lives extremely un
pleasanf for them for a space in his jail before
letting them loose once more to prey upo:
Chinese society.

THE FRENCH HEROINE
[

The heroine of French novels has always
differed from those of any other nation.
has been extreme always. Either she belongs
to the upper ranks of life, where the trammels
of conventionality may be carelessly ignored,
or she was altogether beyond the pale of law
and order. A few of the latest women novel-
ists are endeavoring to alter these coaditions.
Their aim has been to invest the Frenchwoman
of the bourgeoisie or middle classes with sui-
ficient remance to render her attractive to the
modern novel:reader.: To some extent the ex-
ample of a certain group of English writers has
been followed, and recent French heroines are
placed in circumstances similar to those fem-
inine types who.have been presented to the
British public as embodying the 'aspirations
and ideals of the middle-class heroine of today.

The Bride and Her Dot

In France the women of the bourgeoisie
haye always enjoyed a certain liberty and
something of an independent position, because
of the dot provided by their parents. Even
modern novelists do not leave this dot out of
their culculations. In the average household
the dot comes from sources that English peo-
ple would scarcely have worked to the same
advantage. To use types from real life is per-
missible as a side issue to the novelist’s crea-
tion, A peasant ‘woman in the South of
Franceé had made a success of growing mush-
rooms, and she bequeathed her mushroom tun-
nels to her granddaughters. The girls were
infants when the grandmother died, and the
parents rigorously set aside the revenue from
the mushrooms. They educated their girls
and.set them in the way of earning a good in-
come as teachers, apd the girls placidly look
forward to the time when, if still earning their
own living at 4o, they will be in a position to
retire as rentieres. ,

In a quaint little town in the sunny South,
too, a huge snail stretches over a shop door out
of a gilded shell. Underneath is written “Es-
cargots” (vine snails). Within the shop there
is nothing to be seen but at certain seasons a
stout and smiling elderly peasant. Her daugh-
ters were 'so well dowered that they married
into the bourgeoisie, and now have good, com-
fortable homes, with large banking accounts.
In her early years this woman was left a
widow with two children and a very modest
income. She went into the vineyards and
gathered the wvine snails, considered a delicacy
in France, and sold them to such good account
that she.very soon established herself in the
littte shop with the gilded spail as a sign.  Her
business grew and grew. Women and chil-
dren came from miles round bringing baskets
of vine snails, which she bought for a trifle
and sold at a profit in her shop. Gradually
she supplied the neighboring towns. Still the
business waxed prosperous, until today the
baskets of vine snails have increasel manyfold.

It is with women of such practical spirit,
such capacity for turning small things to ac-
count, that the novelists must perforce deal
when they go to the realities of middle-class
life for their heroines. The French girl of to-
day has similar tastes to those of the English.
Life in Paris, in &' little flat, is a trifle more
picturesque in its suggestions tham in London,
if, for a young girl, it is hedged about with
more difficulties. The Frenchagirl who goes
in for artistic work appears to find a con-
genial . atmosphere more easily, and it is, to
all appearances, less difficult for the writer,
even of limited income, to form a salon and to
find herself the centre of an admiring crowd,
sought after by society.flattered, and over-
estimated.

In France the state schools offer goo6d op-
portunities to women, but, as judged from the
pictures of writers of today, the life is more
grey and dull than the life of the English
school mistress. ‘This, as suggested, might
arise from the lack of imagination in the wo-
men themselves. Women novelists show how
frequently as a school mistress the French
wonmn of very humble origin may raise herself
by dint of sheer hard work and ambition to a
considerable position. In France, as in Eng-
land, there are scholarships that give sufficient
opportunities to students to improve their
chances. ¥rom simple and obscure villages
they enter for the state examinations. 'They
find their way to Paris to study at the Sor-
bonne.
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