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NOTES AND COMMENIS.

A~

The Chinese Imperial Government
has accepted the demand of the Pow-
ers that the aggregate indemnity
shall be fixed at 450,000,000 taels.
It has been repeatedly stated that
this sum amounts in our currency to
$337,000,000; but, at the rate of 70
cents a tael,

it would obviously be
to only $315,000,000.
There has been, as yet, no agreement
touching the

which are to be

equivalent
particular revenues
carmarked for the
interest and amortization of the new
debt. Nevertheless, the
L I der the Chinese problem
soaved, for the bulk of their troops
are being rapidly withdrawn, al-
though legation guards are to be
kept in Pekin,
flained in
Jouth of the
matter of fact, r, the
mental questions namely,
hercafter the legations at

Powers seem

and garrisons main-
Tientsin and
Pei-ho

howewv

near the
River. As a
funda-

whether
Pekin will
be guaranteed against attack, and
whether individual foreigners will be
safe all over China,
swered. It is not
tain that the territorial
of China has been assured.

To take up the last question first,
we cannot shut our eyes to the fact
that Russia is at this moment vir-
tually the mistress of the Manchuria
as well as the Liao Tung peninsula.
There is no reason to believe that
she will withdraw any considerable
fraction of her troops from this re-
gion until the Manchuri
her trans-Siberian
have been

remain unan-
even cer-

integrity

. branch of
l';\.ilwuy
and, obviously,
when the line is completed she will
have an even stronger motive for
protecting it than she now has. Nor
is this the only indication
jects of dismemberment
no means abandoned

shall
finished;

that pro-
have been by
According to a
telegram printed in a London news-
paper, France is preparing to annex
at an early date the island of Hain-
an, which is of great strategetic as
well as commercial
two Powers, in

value. If these

addition to their
shares of the pecuniary

shall, wunder

indemnity,
one guise or another,
acquire territory also, what ground
have we for believing that Germany
and Japar will not follow the pre-
cedents thus established?

The London
yery important
Robert Hart, the
sioner of

IExpress publishes a

interview with Sir
Chinese commis-
customs at the treaty
Sir Robert, who, unquestion-
ably, is the highest living authority
on the relations of China to foreign
Powers,
that the problem raised by the as-
sault on the legations is far from

ports.

does not hesitate to assert

solution. He pronounces the deter-
mination to fortify the legation
quarter in Pekin a mistake
strategie, political
points. A mistake it is strategical-
ly, he thinks, because the Chine
will be able to capture the legations
whenever they wish, notwithstanding
the assistance that the garrisons at
Mientsin and on the coast might be
expected to furnish. DTolitically, the
fortification of the legation quarter
is described as a blunder,
the Powers ought to throw the bur-
den of protecting that quarter of
Pekin on the Chinese

from

and social view-

because

Government
itself by.making it thoroughly un-
derstand that the legation is sacred
ground. Socially, the transforma-
tion of the legation quarter into a
fortress is stigmatized as an error,
because it will humiliate the Manchu
and Chinese inhabitants of the capi-
tal,
with which they are disposed to look

and will aggravate the rancor

on foreign residents.

Hart's
;omments on the particu-
larly discouraging fact that
he practically admits not only that
the Chinese problem has been left
unsolved, but that it is
He does not point out how the repro-
gentatives of the foreign Powers could
than

What renders Sir  Robert
situation
is the

insoluble

pursued a wiser course

they

have

that which have adopted, ex-

cept that they might have been more |

courteous in enforcing their ultima-

tum He suggests that the foreign

it have gone through

minister
the formality of pretending to con-
sult China as to their particular offi-

mig

cials to be punished; but he does not

deny the truth of the statement
made to him by Li Tung Chang that
if the Powers had not made out a

list, and demanded that certain spe-

cified men should be beheaded, not
one of them would have been ]mnluh»‘
ed We cannot see, therefore, that
Sir Robert Hart, in spite of hi: long

in-

residence in China, and relatively

¢ of the Chines
have furnished a

timate knowled
ple. could hin self
definite and satistactory
the Chinese problem

¢ peo=

work of
Chinese Government a

It looks to us as-if the
teaching the
Jesson in international comity and
decency wmight have ©o be resumed at
no distant date. We fear that the
prove to be a
that the pre-

ient of China

“‘gpen door"’
dream, for the reason
sent Mauchu

is probably

may

oy

wnworiky of the

sideration
which

and forbearance with
foreign Powers have treated
it. We fear that there are but two
drastic solutions of the Chinese pro-
blems, to wit: the relegation of the
task of imposing Western civilization
on the Middle Kingdom to the Ja-
panese; or else the parcellation of
the whole empire among foreign
Powers. We shall gain, no doubt,
by the recent military and naval de-
monstration a certain amount of de-
lay. But we have only scotched the
not killed it.
hatred for

snake, The venom of

forcigners seems
to be as deep-scated, as

Chinese

pervasive

and as aclive as ev
PR +
SHAWL WEAVING IN PAISLEY.

Product of Scotch Workmen Equal
fo Finest Fabrics of India.
'l'l_w_l'c has recently been a notable
exhibit of Paisley and India shawis
at _(.Insqnw, Scotland which has
elicited considerable comment on ac-
count of the great merits of the fa-

!nrix:s fmd their connection with an
illustrious example of the weaver's
art. In alluding to this

exhibit,
John Ingram, chairman of the Zows
ernors of the Weaving ('olll‘g(z' at
Glasgow, remarked that no products
of the loom have ever ecqualied the
1jin(:r examples of the Paisley shawl
in beauty of design, harmony of col-
our and rare skill of workmanship.
The original home of the shawl was
India. In the valleys of Cashmer
those strangely gifted needle art

might have been seen, centuries ago,
evolving from brain and finge 'S |

those exquisite creations of skill,
Some shawls must have taken yc;n'.s’
of patient labor to complete. To imi-
tate these shawls in the loom became
the mission of the town of Paisley
for two or three generations. The
fame of the Paisley shawl spread to
the most distant corners of the globe
Their manufacture became the chief
industry of that town, numbering
at that time 50,000 inhabitants.
At that time the Paisley shawl was
in wuniversal wear by ladies of
highest degree and by all classes, es-
pecially on Sundays and holidays.
Now they are only
CHERISHED HEIRLOOMS.

the bequests of a past generation,
full of quick interest to the younger
race, and relics of former fashions
and former times The freshness
and brightness of many of the shawls
were remarkable, woven, as
were, fifty, sixty
ago, and worn for many v,
looking as fresh and bright as ‘if
they had left the loom a week ago.
Will any present day fabrics be able
to stand such an ordeal could they
be unearthed in the middle of the |
the twentieth century? The Paisley
weaver and his ant ‘‘drawboy’’

of those carly < i form a subject
of interesting study. Often, for
weeks, together, we er and draw-

boy would be at work from 5 in the

morning till 9 at night- As crafts-
men they have never been equalled
in textile work.

The shawl being an article of fash-
jon, there were times of ebb and
flow; periods of great prosperity and
seasons of terrible depression and
consequent suffering ; when the
nation extended a helping hand, as
lately they did for India An inci-
dent may be recalled in the life of
Victoria in such a period of depres-

sion in the history of Paisley. Great
suffering was experienced in the
years 1841 and 1842 Her Majes-
ty sent for some examples of Paisley

of 180, made

was for-

shawls. A gclection
by different manuiacture
warded to Windsor. I'rom these
ichteen were chosen and retained.
This purchase and royal patronage
becoming known seemed to have a
helpful influence, for ‘¢ long the
cloud of depression drove past and
prosperity came again.
ST o2 M
HUSBANDS—DON"T LET
WIVES SEE THIS.

Maria, he said, as he entered the
house, speaking before his wife _h;}cl
time to say a word, this house is in
an awful condition.

Why, Henry—— she began. :

Don't try to excuse vourself, he in-
terrupted. Look at this room! 1
was going to bring a friend home
| with me, but I refrained for fear that
the house would be just in the con-

YOUR

solution of |

con-
1

dition that I find it in

Ii vou had sent word, Henry.

Sent word, Maria! Why should 1
have to send word? Why should
| anyone who claims to be a house-
ik«-«‘-[u‘r have to be notified so that
ishe can scurry about and make
things look respectable? And that

Maria! It's outrageous to be

Lown, .
that fashion at this time

dressed in
Lof day ‘
I could have changed it— |
course. You could have
things, but you didn’t
readv to entertain
C time

| Oh, of
done lots of
You should be
| vour husband’s friends at any
(1 suppose dinner 1s cold, too
It's not so geod as it was
late, vou know

| Of course; and if I had brought my‘
friend with me he'd have had “‘i
| sit down to a cold dinner or one
that was burned to a cinder, and we |
felt. humiliated and |

|
You're |

should have |
should have had to 1Il\nl‘l\ll'|7\‘v |
isn’t right, Marvia! It isn't right]
at all !

Really, Henry, T am sorry that you

are so much annoyed. )
Well, I wish you would try to (!(\ a
little better [t's very annoying

|

|

! Y wing el

\lr’\.\mlln\l\';;‘:\n he had settled himself in|

dinner he chuck-|

muttered:— |

George! but 1 should h».n\u got .;\|

roasting for being late if 1 hadn ll

.~l;n’\«-n1’ in first It’s a great scheme
————

LEST YOU FORGET.

his armchair after
led o himself and

Never put off till tomorrow cook-
ing the fish that you bhought yester-
day.

Distance lends enchantment to the
view; but not when you see the !;\SL
in leaving, and you are thirty
s from home.

~+ not your cheques before they
are cashed, especially if they are

| stock three or four

forged oues.

THEY HAVE MADE TRADES

GREAT INDUSTRIES SPRING
FROM SINGLE BRAINS.

Father of British Tramways—The
Galvanised Iron Trade—Gave
Britain a New Metal.

Over half a million Britons owe
their entire living, and the trade
they work at, to John Warren, who
made, singlehanded, the whole great
businéss of tramways, and all con-
nected with them. A few years ago
this half-miliion would have had to
find some other way of getting its
bread, says London Answers.

John Warren—he was a Manchester
man—conceived the idea, built the

first l!'um. partly with his own
hands, invented the flush rail sys-
tem, and nursed the whole great

trade from a weakly baby into a mil-
lionaire giant, before anybody
BIEGAN TO COPY HIM.

.Hc Zot his schemes through Par-
}muwnt, saw to the laying of every
inch of his street lines, engaged every
one of his workmen, and paid them
all  well. He had not a penny to
start with, but began life as o metal
[)()lif\‘!llfl'. being the son of one. Man-
chester had the first tramway,
though only a mile long, and on its
proceeds he built up the world’s
tramway system. Birkenhead came
next, under a rival firm; but Warren
was his own firm, and in fourteen
months he had 900 people at work
making the tramway gear, 1,500
running the trams and tending the
horses, of which he owned over
4,000, and ten large towns, includ-
ing London and Birmingham,
using his tramways.

Today scores of rival companies
have sprung up; but they all owe
their birth to John Warren’'s inven-
tion and push, for he met with tre-
mendous opposition at first from all
quarters.

At present 500,000 pecople thrive
in the tram business, 300,000 horses
were employed in it last year, and a
revenue of $17,500,000 was brought
in. There are 1,500 miles of tram-
ways in  Dritain, and they carried
600,000,000 passengers last year—a
stupendous total,

were

FIK N TIMES THE POPULA-
TION
of the British Isles. Moreover, the

business has added $5,000,000 a
year to the corn and farming trades,
and  $30,000 a year in
alone.

WIiXn Henry Grant, of London, in-
vented and built up the first of the
galvanized and corrugated iron
trade he made a thriving business for
260,000 British workers—enough to
rge towns. A
little while ago this trade was un-
heard of;, but he made it into one of
the biggest industries in the coun-
try, and for the past ten years 100,-
000 families have lived entirely on
it, and brought their children up on
it.

Grant worked in his own workshop
for ten long years, turning out the
new iron with his own hands and by
the help of his son, before it “‘caught
on.”” Then the world suddenly woke
up to find it could not do without
this wonderful stuff, and now there
is not a corner of the earth where it
is not to be found.

There are whole towns of galvan-
ized iron in many parts of the col-
onies, and the value of the trade
amounts to

OVER $20,000,000 A YEAR.

Scores of firms turn out the iron
now; but mot one of them would
have been in existence had it not
been for Grant and his idea; and
over a quarter of a million people
would be flooding other labor mark-
ets, and forcing wages down. The
country gains a clear $5,000,000 a
year to its own pocket by this
trade, which still goes walking up
the ladder at a marvellous rate.

If Jacob Astley had minded bcing
laughed at some while ago Britain
would be poorer by $15,000,000 a
year, and 200,000 people would not
be drawing the wages they are. He
gave the country a new metal, and
made as big a business of the trade
with his own hands as we are cver
likely to see, for he found a process
for obtaining aluminum cheaply. Not

horseshoes

pointed screw. A few years ago
there was no such thing as a screw
with a point, until Nettlefold con-
ceived the idea, brought it out, and
gave Birmingham a huge new trade,
which has now spread to a score of
other towns. Besides making a vast
fortune, he presented the country
with a field for labor worth $10,-
000,000 per annum, for when the
patent ran out the

WHOLE NATION WAS FREE
to take the trade up, and it has
grown from a pocket-trade to an im-
mense industry. There is practical-
ly no other kind of screw nowadays.
The building up of this trade took
Nettlefold two years, and it was in
this business that Mr. Joseph Cham-
berlain made his fortune.

For a ‘‘slap-up’’ trade—one of the
most flourishing industries we have—
Britain owes a big debt to James
Woodhouse, the ‘‘Ginger-beer King.”’

He invented, made, pushed, and
created the whole busine of gin-
ger-beer brewing, which i
thing than elcctricity. It
cally a national beverage, for over
30,000,000 gallons per year are
drunk, being nearly twice as great
as the amount of wine consumed.
Twenty years ago there was no such
thing as ginger-beer as it is now un-
derstood. and Woodhouse, who
brew the first output in a kitchen
copper at his own cottage in Step-
ney, kept a little coffee stall of his
own to sell it in. No beverage has
ever ‘“‘caught on’’ with the same ra-
pidity, and twelve months later
Woodhouse had a factory with thirty
hands. 1In another two vears he was

EMPLOYING 6,000 MEN,

and a year after that there were 80,-
000 working at ginger-beer breweries
all over the kingdom. Today there
are hundreds of firms that owe their
birth to James Woodhouse’'s inven-
tion, and a total of a miliion and a
half workers, male and female, get
their living at this trade. There are
a hundred and fifty ‘‘bean-feasts’
given every summer to ginger-beer
workers, all paid out of the profits
of the trade. and costing $40,000 to
provide.

Finally Mayne Roberts, who in-
vented and nursed into a source of
material wealth the business of tof-
fee making, should for ever be bles-
sed. It is not a business to be
laughed at, the toffee trade, for it
now keeps 150,000 families busy,
and brings in a joint revenue of $4,-
000,000 a year.

FACTS AND FIGURES.

London imports 4,000,000 parasols
and umbrellas a year.
New Zealand's crown

lands are
now disposed of for ¢ 3

)0 years

Three new British battleships plan-
ned for this year will cost $6,250,-
000 each.
there are
wells and

In the City of Mexico
1,071 private artesian
eleven public ones.

Prussia. gave 1,228 medals last
r to 614 couples who celebrated
mond and golden wedding anni-

New Zealand, with a death rate of
less than 12 per 1,000 a year, is the
most healthy oi all the British Col-
onies.

The United Kingdom’s postal ser-
vice employs 60,000 letter carriers,
who deliver annually nearly 3,600,-
000,000 pieces of mail.

Denmark holds the record for con-
sumption of spirits, 4} gallons a
year per head against less than 1 in
England and Scotland.

Redditch in Worcestershire,
land, has the largest mneedle manu-
factory in the world. Seventy mil-
lion necdles are made there weekly.

New South Wales has paid £743,-
000 in fifteen years for the destruc-
tion of over 24,000,000 noxious ani-
mals—kangaroos, wallabies, dingoes
and others.

The Midland Railway Company in
Ingland is fixing 60 as the age lim-
it of its stafi in most cases; at 65
all, with very few exceptions, must
retire.

The Russian Empire is possibly the
greatest contributor to the world’s
supply of fur {ussian and Siberian
hunters destroy annually 8,000,000
ermines, 16,000,000 marmots, and

Eng-

being the kind of inventor who racks
his brains for capitalists to reap the
profits, he borrowed $1,000 in his
native town of Wolverhampton, and
laid the bed-plates of a new and
huge trade.

ISverybody laughed at his alumin-
um and the prices he claimed to
produce it at; but in three years he
had four thousand people working at
his invention, and the whole world
clamouring  to  buy. However, he
made just as much aluminum as he
liked—which was a good deal—and
no more, and had the satisfaction of
secing the metal-dealing world at his
feet at the age of thirty-six If ever
a man deserved a peerage it was
Jacob Astley; but he went to the
United State conquered them as he
had conquered  Britain, and died
there last year. The trade he made |
is still increasing month by month, |
and will turn out its millions an-|
nually when Jacob Astley is forgot-
ten.

One of the oddest of the great

BRAND-NEW TRADES

lock, stock and barrel,
bv Robert Scrope, for he was the
founder of the brown boot There
was no such thing a little time back
as a ‘‘russet calf”’ boot, and now
they are worn by everybody, and
m-;(rlj.' three-quarters of a million
people make them The lr;uh:_is
spread out now, but Scrope made it,
twelve months of its birth,
into @« compact business of twenty
branches, employing 200,000 men—
a record for all time. A combine of
rival boot-makers tried for three
years to wreck rope’s new trade,
i»ul he was too strong, and eventual-
ly all the firtas of the combine “went
under."’

A little thing which made a great
industry, and finds bread and good

was created,

within

| petty oflice

wages for™ 300,000 people, is the
S

25,000,000 squirrels.

Among the features of Japan’s mil-
itary system is the fact that on the
:n'm:v pay rolls are 2,000 tailor
1.000 shoemakers, 10,000 grooms, |
and 1,500 attendants. The medical
staff is one of the most complete in
either Kurope or Asia. All officers
holding only temporary commi on-
ed rank are

S,

PHILIPPINE LADIES’ CIGARS.
The ladios of the Philippines have
progressed far bevond the dainty
cigarette; indeed, their cigars, which
measure some 16in., are not intended
for an evening’'s pleasure or an after-
dinner smoke In the Philippines
they prefer smoking on the instal-
ment plan, for

cumference, constitute —one week’'s
pleasure for the ladies of Luzon.

s $—
REASON wiTHouT RHYME.

Every tickle makes us chuckle.

Make haste slowly—when the em-
ployer isn’t looking.

Every man has his price—but
brides are given away

v
Possession is nine parts of the law;
but the man who has the tenth part
holds the trump card.
Don’t look a gift lion in the mouth.
Manners make the man seem glad
to see his mother-in-law.

*._____

THE PRACTICAL TEST.
What the eye doesn’t see, the heart
does not grieve over. But daddy
didn’t believe it when he went down-
stairs at 1 a.m. for the baby’s bot-
tle, and barked his shins on the coal-
scuttle.

included in the list of | James Neild.

| words—
| the original
| reached a million

these huge rolls of |
tobacco, which measure 5 in. in cir-|

THE NATION IS A GAINER.

IT COSTS EDWARD VII $100,000
A MONTH TO BE KING.

Revenue of the Crown Lands Over-
balances the Civil List—Val-
uable Property.

Most people imagine that we pay
our sovereigns a handsome yearly
salary in return for ruling ov us,
and incidentally acting as figure-
heads to the ship of state, says
London Answers.

This, however, is entirely
The civil list of $2,350,000 per an-
num, recently granted the King by
Parliament, is rveally in the nature
of a commutation for the rents and
revenues of the Crown Lands, which
last year amounted to §2 0,000.
It will be seen, therefore, that the
nation is a heavy gainer on the
transaction, since, by no possible
stretch of imagination, can the
whole, or even the greater part, of
the civil list monies, be considered
as being either intended or used for

wrong.

his Majesty’s personal benefit. The
$50,000 a year which goes into
his privy purse is his to do as he

likes with. The remaining $1,850,-
000 is merely distributed, nominally
through him, but really through ¢
tain high officials of the Royal
household, in salaries, grants, pen-
sions, and other similar items of
expenditure.

And, mind, although for a long
time it has been the custom of suc-
cessive sovereigns to surrender the
rents accruing from the Crown
Lands to the nation, receiving there-
for a Parliamentary grant of income,
the lands themselves are not, and
never have been,

NATIONAL PROPERTY.
On the contrary they have constitu-
ted a personal and private appanage
of the Crown since the Norman con-
quest.

This Crown property is very valu-
able, and would be far more so were
it not for the fact that it is strictly
entailed. The whole of the New For-
est, for example, is Crown Land, and
if sold would fetch millions, whereas
now it is nearly valueless. The
most productive of the ‘‘lands’’ are

tan area, and which include some of
the very best districts in all Lon-
don. “Clubland”’ is Crown land.
The Carlton, the United Service, the
Travellers, the
Guards, and many other West End
clubs are built upon land leased di-
rectly from the Crown, So, too, is
Marlborough House, so that his Ma-
ty is in the peculiar position of
ng his own ground landlord, and
paying handsomely for the privilege.
Stafiord House, Carlton Garden
which pay the highest rents in Lon-
don—stand upon Crown lands; as do
also Montague House, the Duke of
Buccleuch’s palatial mansion in
Whitehall, Dover House and many
other And the rents of these sites
are continually rising, as the leases
fall in. If King Edward could only
deal with his property as other land-
lords deal with theirs, he would be
one of the richest men in England.

He is not a poor man even now,
rumors to the contrary notwith-
standing. The wills of Royal per-
sonages are not proved, so it is not
known precisely how her Majesty dis-
posed of her property; but it is an
open secret that she left the bulk of
it to her eldest son.

THIE DUCHY OFF LANCASTER
is, of course, his absolutely during
the term of his natural life, with its
meads, glades, chases, and forests in
thirteen counties, and its steadily

increasing revenue of over $300,000
a year. To King Kdward, too, so
it is said, t the late Queen’s

Scotch properties of Balmoral, Bal-
lochbine, and Abergeldie, with their
trout strecams and deer forests;
Claremont, originally granted for
her life only, with reversion to the

a valuable estate at Coburg, and a
villa at DBaden. Sandringham, of
course, is also his, having been pur-
chased for him out of the accumu-
lated revenues of the Duchy of Corn-
wall, Soon after he attained his mra-
jority.

Nor should King Edward have any
lack of ready cash, if, as there is
| ev reason to suppose, her Ma A
| carried out her oft and openly
pressed intention of keeping 'mlucl,’
for him the Neild bequest. This leg- |
acv. oi about $1,250,000, was left to |
the Queen in 1852 by an eccentric |
and miserly millionaire, named
|. The Queen at once in-
with a view to its
constituting—to quote her own
nest-egg for Eddie,” and
capital had probably
and a half wlen

vested the money,

her Majesty died.
—_——-
PHILOSOPIIY IN 1901.
A good name is rather to be chos-
en than great riches, particularly
when it is on the south-east corner
of a fat cheque.
A boil in the kettle is worth

“nn the neck.
‘ Always put off till to-morrow the
|

two

bill that is due today.

Too many cooks spoil the police-
man p

A ring on the finger 1s worth two
in the pawnshop

As some men are known by the
company they keep, so are others
known by the companies they float.

Ivery cloud has a silver lining.
The boy who has the mumps can
| stay away from school.

P
! OF TWO EVILS THE LESSER.

Papa—Didn't I tell you, Willie, if I
caught you playing with Tommy
Jink again I would whip you?

Yes, sir.

Papa—Then why were you playing
with him?

Willie—Well, T got lonesomer than
{ I thought a lickin’ would hurt, so I
just went over and played with him,
that’s why.

those situated within the metropoli-|

Marlborough, the!

NOTES BY MAIL ABOUT JOHN BULL
AND HIS PEOPLE.

— LY

Record of Occurrences in the Landq Thag

Religns Supreme in the Com
i
World, "

At the Mart, Tokenhouse-yarg
London, the licensed frechold flrcm:
ises, known as the Load of Ha
Praed street, Paddington, were suii
for £71,000.

Mr. Commissioner Kerr, the seniop
county court judge, has celebrated
his 80th birthday, He has beep the
judge of the City of London for
neariy 42 years.

The stuff of the Central Telegraph
Office, St. Martin’s le ( d
don, last year, worked 747,
overtime, the ordinary hours of
work being eight a day.

A garvdener to Lord Gainsborough
has killed in Exton Pax near Oak-
ham, a fine grass snake, which mea-
sured 3 feet 8 inches long and 4%
inches round its body.

The County Court bailiff distrained
on the goods of the Methodist New
Connection church, Springfield road,
Blackpool, in payment of the tithe
redemption charge, £1 10s, 6d

George Julian, who was the oldest
railway porter, has died at Lincoln,
‘Tt is claimed for him that he had
loaded up more horses in his lifetime
than any railway man in the coun-
try.

At Thorpe, IEssex, Arthur Cook
was fined 20s. and 15s. costs on an
excise prosecution for killing a phea-
sant without a game certificate. Ho
had already been in prison for 14
days.

The TRiver Wear Commissioners
have decided to purchase two addi-
tional dredges from a foreign firm at
the cost of £40,000, just about one-
half the price that British firms had
tendercd.

Lon-
5 hourg

The London School Board has de-
cided to permit collections to be
made in  the schools towards the
\Iun(l.\' now being raised at the Man-
sion House on behalf of the Nation-
al Victoria Memorial.

|
i

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is
i considering the advisability of allow=-
ling income tax to be paid in quar-
terly or half-yearly instalments, but
{he doubts if he will be able to make
|the change.

Mr. Owen Thomas, for upwards of

|twelve years head gardener to her
llate Majesty at Frogmore has re-
(tired on a pension. He will be sue-
ceeded by the King's head gardener
{at Sandringham.
! In view of the heavy rate of infant
ity at Norwich, 600 children
the age of 12 months having
|died last year, the town council has
tdecided to appoint a female sanitary
inspector.

|

At the annual meeting of the Gen-
eral Ceylon Tea Estates, Limited, the
‘cl\uirmam said he felt pretty confid-
jent that before this year was out
{there wouid be a comparative
city of tea in London.

cear=

Dr. Hamer, in a report to be sub-
mitted to the London County Coun-
cil on outbreaks of enteric fever in
Southwark, Lambeth and Kensal-
Green last September, thinks the evi-
dence strongly suggests fried ash as
the cause.

Sir George Newnes wanted to know
in Parliament whether the Duke and
Duchess of Cornwall and York would
take the title of Prince and Princess
of Wales. Mr. Balfour informed him
that the decision rests entirely with
the King. -

The servants at Windsor Castle
have resolved on a memorial of their
own to their late mistress, and have
a good round sum, with which they
intend to endow a bed in one of the
great London hospitals to Qucen
Victoria’s memory.

For many years people have been
accustomed to go on the Govern-
ment rifle range at Fleetwood and
pick up spent bullets, which have af-

country at her death, but which was e, wards been sold for old lead. Two

purchased by her outright in 1882 | jhen caught picking them up were ar-

{rested and fined 10s. this being the

first case of the kind ever heard.

The London County Council has
discovered that it
to charge publicans 1d for each glass
its weights and measures inspectors
stamp. Hitherto the charge has been
33d a dozen, but it is probable that
the charge will now be raised.

Among the applicants for out-re-
lief before the Hampstead Guardians
was a feeble old man, who said that
he was formerly in the employ of
the shoemaker to her Majesty the
late Queen Victoria and that he
made the first pair of shoes cver
worn by the German Emporor.

—_——

HIS BUMPS.

They were newly married, and were
calling upon one of the friends of
the bride who had been particularly
pleasant upon the occasion of their
wedding.

The bridegroom, apropos of noth-
ing began to talk about phrenology.
and told how his wife had discovered
two very prominent bumps on the
back of his head. He was proud of
them, so was she, and she passed
him around that the host and host-
ess might feel the bumps and know
their existence. Then she explain-
ed:

My book on phrenology says that
they mican good mewmory and generos
sity.

It .was evident that she was proud
of the facts and so was he. But
the host, being of an inquiring turn
of mind, wished to satisfy himscll,
so he got down a phrenological work
from one of his library shelves, and
after anuch labour found the bumps
on the chart. Turning to the notes
he read, seriously at first, then
steadily. The bride became suspici-
ous, but she was game and said: :

Read it out loud. Please do
And the host read:

These bumps are most frequently
found on cats and monkeys
Other topics consumed the remaind-
er of tho visit, which was hiict
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