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Lord Somerton’s Ally.

CHAPTER VIIL.

When the door had closed after Lady
MHelena, Eilsie looked up at tho young
jgamekeeper. ;

She saw at once that he was & stal-
Svart, manly fellow, and/wondered that
ishe had nmot moticed him before.

«wWhat is it that you have to say to
e, Stretton?” she asked.

«Just a few ., words, ma'am;” he
Mlushed, while he turned his cap about
#is fingers, in & nervous, awkward
#ashion. “Miss Anngtte, ma’am, she
Rold n;e what you had kindly said about
Weba's cottage being watched, and ‘X
Sooked arter it, ma’am, right along®

“Thank you, Stretton; and what
#have you discovered?”

Hisie felt her heart beating and her
$reath coming in quick little gasps.

“A man, ‘ma'am! I see him trying
$he window, and I might have shot
Mim, but I thought it best to wait for
Srders.”

“You must not shoot people,” shud-
Hered Hisle. “Why didn’t you cateh
#him ?”

“It wa'n’t possible, ma’am. I made
i dive for him, and he was gomne up
4 flash/” said Stretion.

Fisie was silent for a little while;
fhen she replied: - 3 § b

“Thank you, Stretton; say nothing
Fto any one else, and keep a. close
”watch"

{ The young gamekeeper went away
Heeling very proud of the confidence
jihat was reposed in him by the youth-
&ul mistress of Blairwood.

{ In the afterneon Sir John Sterne
lPwas helped downstairs by Markham.
#is lawyer was with him, and {hey re-
smained closeted together for an hour.

The details of the interview satis-
factorily décided upon; Sir John sent
f"for his ‘datghter- and - Lady Helena
rZf.i‘reema,n He explained in the presence
lof the man of law that the affairs: of
PBlairwood Park would practically be
Deft in their hands. The steward would
kpay the revenue of the estate dnto the
bank, and his books would be examin-
jed periodically by Mr. Grant, the low-
[yer. Matters were to go o'n just as
stiough St. John were at home, orders
igiven and payments made. There was
0 be no stintlin anything, ag he had
rfull and complete confidence in Lady
rHelena and his daughter Elsie. He had
arranged with the bank to honor all
swchecks signed by his daughter, who
~would really represent kim in every-
thing. That was all that hal to be said
at present, but it was sufficient to bit-
térly offend Lady Helena, thodgh she
could mot afford to openly show her
displeasure. 3

“That child is.to be my mistress,”
she thought. “Ridiculous! I really be-
gin to dislike her. The sly chit knew
afl about it evidently when she put
on airs in the lbrary this morning
Yefore that low servant-man.”

When Mr. Grant was gone, Sir John
returued to his room, and Mﬁrklnm

J with m

 wished to see her.

¢I have sent for you, dear, to. say
good-bye,” he began, painfully.
mowrow 1 leaye Blairwood, and until
1 return, you are mistress here. In
the event of anything happening--life
is so unoergnin-—l have made a will
luvmgallmlanwmsome
portions” of the property you know
are entailed, and must go to my next
male’ relation”” -He faltered a little,
adding, fiercely: “And that is another
reason why I hate Noel _ Campbell!
Heavens! why Has my secret leaked
out? Who s ‘this’ fiend who shares it
sends me anonymous
Jetters: filled ;with threats and warn-
fngs? Fool :to have lived so long in
fancied sedurity—fool! fool! Now, my
child, I have given my last message

tor. When I am dead if is to be opened
>by him and you, and not till then. My
will:is-also in his keeping, sined and
witnessed ‘b Markham and Mr. Val-
lance; I did not desire my lawyer. to
know too much My life ends here, as

it were, and takes a new and brighter
lease when I come Hhome-——when I come
home!”

mm 8. heart ‘was too full o! words.

"One more warning, dear, and- it
seems tlut I am full of nothing but
warnings. Be diplomsatic in ybur con-
duct ‘toward Lord ‘Somerton. He has
acquired some knowledge Wmch_ may
@0 me harm, but which T hope to tear
to shreds when my wanderings are
over. I do not like the man, but I dare
not offend him yet!” i

For a little while théy did not speak,
and -then. -Hisie. remembered - Colin
Ernscliffe.

“One favor, papa,” she said; “the
last I shall ask for a long time.”

“What is it, darling?”

*}-want you to read the message
that Noel Campbell sends. Mr. Erns-
cliffe is coming again—"

He interrupted her harshly.

*No-—no! & thousand times no! That
cowardly rascal is possibly in touch
with Lord Somerton, I feel that it is
he who has sent him here to pry into
my private affairs,” and the prize is
Blairwood—all these smiling lands—
this glorjous place and a4 revenue of
fifty thousand & year. I dare not see
him; I tremble to think what he might
have to say to me. I might shoot him
dead at my feet!™

He paced the floor, the scar on his
.cheek flaming into fire.

“No,” he n!d “when he shows his
face again, tell him that he is too late.
Tell him to wait until I return, and
then——" '

sat down almost exhausted.

Her heart filled with pity and love,
Elsie did not press any further ques-
tions upon her nnhappy father. She
soothed him with gentle words of hope,
she sang to him all his favorite songs,
and he retired fo rest feeling almost
content because KElsie concealed her
SOTTOW s%nl. )

The next morning Sir John and
Markham ldt ‘Blafrwood at an early
hour, and whw they were gone Hlsie
gave ‘way to Mer’ n'ld without re-
straint.
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visit Blairwood Park that day. She
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~!or a few‘lﬂnr pleces,” Me nudo

©0- | purse.
When she reached the cottage the |¢

to you in this world in care of thesec-’

He did not finish the sentence, but :

But through it all there was the|

e pardon.”
s "She will milﬂy tou!n ‘m
“P‘? “Itilqumtruethtnom
become & miner.” i
“Foolilh Zeba! What can she do
with money?’ smiled Hisle, ;
Nmﬁheleu, she could not m
Mhummndmd.mdmm
ful to put a few bright coins in her

ayah was in her usual place, smoking
and murmuring something that sound-
ed like an incantation. It was clear to
‘Wisfe that the poor old-woman's mind
was wandering.. :

»Good-morning, Zeba,” she, said,
brighitly, “I Have come to beg’ pardon
for being cross last week. I m 80
t:onblod about paps.”

She exhibited the shining silver, md
Zeba clutched at it eagerly.

The very action was a revelation to
Hisie, and she felt- very:much pained.

“Thank you, dearie,” she said, with
gloating eyes; “but'it will all - come
back again. You will want it some
day.”

Hisie felt uncomfortable; she was
in meed of cheerful, not depressing,
influences, and was glad o get-away.

To her disgust and fear, she saw’
Lord Somerton within a few paces of
the very spot where she had encoun=
tered him on her last visit to Zeba,
and he was walting for her, hat in
hand.

\“This is an unexpected - pleasure,
Miss Sterne,” he said

“I cannot ‘say that it {s reciprocat-
ed,” was the fi'lgid reply. “I prefer to
go on alone.”

“I do not think that it is safe for
you to wander about these -woods by
yourself, Miss Eterne. - What “with
poachers and housethieves, the neigh-
borhood is really dangerous.”

“] am not afraid, my lord. I beg of
You: to- leaye me, Your society.is .in~
tolerable,” the girl replied, in tones of
contempt. “I reput to you what I uld
to my fatheér—you always remind mé
of a venomous:little snake!”

He could restrain his fury no long-
er, and springing forward, seized one?
of her hands in a viselike grip.

_#For those words,” he hissed, "I will
exact a terrible vengeance”

“Unhand me, you  Cows /u" Kisie
cried.

At that moment there was the sound
of crashing underwood, and a tall
young man with a blond head of ,hair
appeared. He. seized Lord Somerton
with his powerful right hand—he grip-
ped his collar until my, loxd mearly
choked to death. Then, with & dexter-
ous turn, he sent him whirling into the
very heart of a bed of stinging nettles.

“I am happy to have arrived here
just in the nick of time,” smiled the
handsome intruder.

It was Colin Ernscliffe!

(To be continued)

BEFORE MY
.BABY_ CAME

'rhe ‘modern approeiatlon ot pht-
{num  really dates ; from -1785, when

eriea. There he found

extremely tough and

which he named “platina,”  from
“plata,” the Spanish word for silver.
Later, large quantities: were shipped
over to Nurope, whéte. the sclentiats
of the day began to experiment with
it and to discover its marvellous quali-
"u- 3

Essentlal to ld.ee.

The metal soon more widely
used and appreciated, although it did
not then attain the great commercial
and artistic value'it enjoys to-day.

particles along with other metals, in-

slonally it is diucomod in the form
ol nuggets, which are naturally .ex-
tremely valuable. A 25-pound nuggét
of platinum would at the present time
be worth over £86,000. It is found gen-
erally in river deposits in Russia and
in the republics of Colombis snd
Brazil, in South America. Borneo, the
West-Indies, Australia, and the United
States also contain lmller deposih of
the valuable metal.

Previous to the rule ot tho Bolshe-
viks, Russia supplied’ ninety per cent.
of the world’s platimum, : ‘but to-day
the main supply corhes ‘from Colombia.

are almost countless. It is essential fo

heat wmwht melting. Neither f.it
affected in any way by the actioff:of
ehsmicals {hat-Would aat awdy other

electrical and telescopic imstruments

drawr out into the thinest wire wlth
out smpptng

Platinum. is used in the mnking of
sulphuric acid, and. consequently it.is
absolutely necessary for the manufac-
ture of high explosives.

Dentists owe a great debt to plat-

fleial teeth with plates and rivets
which do not tarnish or oxidise. Thin
platinum plates have been used with-
in recent years for making artificial
roofs for the mouths of soldiers and
others suffering from facial injuries.
1t is the only metal over which wounds

“will heal.

Just Folks.

By IDGAR A. GURST.

WAVES.
Sometimes the waves come roaring in
Like troops round & b.lunmd

city,

Advancing with the willto win =
And deaf to every cry for pity;
Mad with the power which. POs=

sess, ,
The angry waves-are .Onﬂlu.,

Another day, when skies are fair,
They come.to shore wlth )omu

And play thmmcemnonthm
Who seek the shells which mm

bringing;
Tomthemontlmw’t
would(slay. . : ‘o

Ap.in you'll see them wearing, phnlm
Like knights 'of old on cbm
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'l‘lvg:rld!n‘ shore

Antonio de Ulloa, a Spanish neval of- |

Platinum is found in small grey | .

luding gold and_chrome-iron. O6ea~ |

The uses to which platinum is put

aclence and: chemistry, as it is employ- |
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metals. In the manufacture of mgst |

it is alfo indispensable, as it can be |

inum, as it enables them to fit artl-{

You'd never droun uohmnu<

You'll discover a new delight in
cooking=—a new economy, too—
when you tr% Libby'a J gst
asz‘l” Ilhe neof by
at says is especially in«
teresting, since she has had ;xote
than ary success in cookmg
She wnt& “Ltbbys Mllk is
- vonderful for %
-mlly.»nch it mnku :t pos-
ble to eliminate expensive butter
and cream entirely—in muffins or
~ream soups, for instance.” -
A rathet startling statement to
be sure. But consider this fact
-about Libby’s Milk:

734 teaspoons of butter fat
in every can
Aiere are 734 teaspoons of pure

wtterfatmeverymoz.cmof

this milk. And it's this aubstance
in créam and butter, you know

beby'. Milk is

fat because; first,

selected herds in th
sections of - ‘the ¢
favored localities

made of shadf
well-wa

lands, and whem
ralsx cows tg
ly rich milk,

Then, at our-¢g

heltt of these famo
tions, we remove M

e moisture from

makmg it doubdle ric

Nothing is
its food values t:

bring it safely to .'
haps, -many -L'

away we must
cans and ntenhze i

fure . heW joy in- cooking, an

:ﬁ’“’ grocer today..

{ust the finest cow’s lmlk in thc
and, made doublerich!”

Have richer dzslm—tonight
Thousands of women are using'
this richer mitk now—getting bet-
ter results from old recipes finding

d “saving’

money,too.
GetucanofLib ¥u Milk from
ry it tonight
place of ordinary milk—in a

_soup for instance, a sauce or des-

sert. See whatwholly new richness
itgives to ourcookmg And what
CIO avor.

Write for free recipe folder

Upon srequest -we'll gladly send

u & copy of 2 new folder contxm-

reca sent
who use beby s Md.{
Libby, M¢Neill & Libby
IBWMD&JMN F.
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