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Lord Etiler’s Disclomres"He Is to aid friend of the family, 
There! I can isy no more, unless yea 
give me good reeeon. Why de yea not
go to Lady Hastings?”

"No, no, miss! I am satiated with 
what you have told me. I wfll hot say 
any more tf It dots not please you.”

She half turned to the door, but Ada 
intercepted her. She could see that 
there wag something on her mind— 
gomethtog that half crazed her senega.

"Po not mistake me, nurse. Tell 
tne your trouble, and I will help you 
it it is in my power to do so'. What 
has Mr. Gardner to do so. What has
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■ Lord Esher's booh "The Pomp at
Power," though wrong-headed in Its 
contempt for the eivti or political 
power in warfare, has proven Import­
ant net only because of Its own revela- 
tlfloe, but those which It has elicited 
from others. It has Impelled - Lord 
Beaverbrook, who was the Chief agent
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Boner Law Coalition of 1|1B to make, 
revelations too. Lord Baker cherishes 
a special dislike for Beaverbrook end 
far hie course in surrounding himself 
with Canadians when placed in; 
charge of the Ministry of Information. | 
Among the secrete that Beaverbrook 
has disclosed is that It was sp much 1 
the shell -campaign of - Lord French, 
which brought about re-construction 
and coalition, as dMferenoee between 
Winston Churchill,, at that time First 
Lord of the Admiralty, and Lord 
Fisher, First Sea-Lord. Bonar-Law 
learned through an anonymous letter 
that Fieber was about to resign and 
at once went to see Lloyd George to 
find .out If this were true. On confir­
mation. be and Lloyd George walked 
over to see Asqqith and suggested a 
Coalition in order to reassure the pub­
lic,—an offer which was gratefully ac­
cepted. As A. A. Baumann (“A Truth­
ful Tory") points out in “Truth,” this 
was as it should have been at the 
outset 'of the war. In July 1914 the 
Asquith cabinet had tempertoed for 
days on the question of whether Brit­
ain should support France In the 
event of war, and only decided on ac­
tion alter Bonar-Law and Lord Lans- 
downe in a Joint communication writ­
ten in behalf of the Unionist party 
pledged support of the opposition to 
any war measures the Government 
might adopt. Bonar-Law seams to have 
been the real man of the hour, though 
he modestly effaced • himself for 
months.

It may be that Lord Esher had not 
read the books of Hindenburg and 
Ludendorff when he wrote “The Pomp 
Of Power” for he seems to assume that 
the attrition policy of. Joftre, Robert­
son and Haig accomplished little, 
whereas the Germans reluctantly ad­
mit that it accomplished a great deaÎT 
But in the latter period of the war 
brought to the front soldiers like Foch 
and Retain, Wilson and Byng, who had 
more dash and initiative and accom­
plished results that the war of attra- 
tion could not have brought about.

In his commentary on Lord Esher’s 
book Mr. Baumann asks, “By the way, 
can a country
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your trouble. You cannot mean that 
you have committed any great sin!”

She paled at her own words. Was 
she not gi|jjt*of a great crime? Was 
not the theft of a letter one of the 
meanest of eins? Could his old wom­
an’s. crime he as here? She was an­
xious to learn now.

“I must tell somebody—I must ap­
peal to somebody who will be kind 
to me." said the nurse, “or I shall go 
mad. I come to you, miss, because 
you people are near to Swinford— 
you belong to the place, and you know 
the person whom I have wronged. 
Promise me that you will Intercede 
for me; promise me that you will not 
see an old woman put in prison."

"I will do all I can for you, auras."
The old woman was too agitated to 

speak for a few minutes; then she 
went on:

“I will trust you, and I Vlll tell yoo 
all in a few words. The instant I 
saw Mr. Gardner I knew it was him— 
yes, before I had heard his name. Why, 
h» ta the living image of his mother 
—Lady Stanhope."

"Lady Stanhope!” ejaculuated Ada, 
with a violent etart. “Surely you are 
not----- "

"Don’t interrupt me ,mias, or my 
heart will fall me. I’m-trusting to 
you to help me. Mr. Gardiner is Lady 
Stanhope’s only child; the other one, 
the one who calls himself Lord Cecil, 
is the son of Mr. Collins, the Earl of 
Swinford’s steward."

Ada gave a low cry of unbelief.
"It’s true enough. I changed them 

at the instigation of Mr. Collins. 
Everything favored his plan, for the 
children were born within an hour of 
each other, and Lady Stanhope was 
unconscious for days. I was Lady 
Stanhope’s nurse, and Collins tempt­
ed me with money. I could never 
have done it, miss, only my husband 
was dying of consumption before my 
eyes, and there was but one cure for 
him—a long sea voyage. He was all 
I had in the world, and I felt that I 
could commit any sin to save Ms life. 
I wanted money to send him away, 
and then Collins came and offered me 
enough to keep us both together 
across the seas somewhere, where my 
loved husband would take a fresh 
lease of life. I took the money, and 
he knew nothing about it God help 
me! He died within a month, and I 
could not draw hack. I took the child 
that was supposed to belong to Col­
lins away with me, and I have spent 
every shilling that Collins has paid 
me upon him. He does not know me, 
he has never seen me, he never 
dreams how he has been wronged. 
For a long time I have resolved to 
speak, but the steward will not let 
me. He says that it will be imprison­
ment for life; that no good can come 
of it. I am a wretched, sinful woman, 
hut I feel better now that the horrible 
eecret Is told!"

"You have- done right,” Ada said, 
gently, though she had listened with 
distended eyes to the nurse's confes­
sion. “I do not tMnk that you have 
anything very bad to fear. «Mr. Gar­
dner is the sufferer, and I knew that 
he la,not only Jdlt, hut kind."

The old woman broke down now, 
and wept Utterly, and the tears 
brought her great relief.

"I could' die in peace now,” eh* 
murmured. “I could die in peace now 
that I have set this matter straight. 
Shall I go away from this house at 
once, and leave you to toll him? I 
could jxot face hlm—I could net bear 
to do that.”

"No, you muet not leave your 
patient, and we will keep the secret 
until Sir Charles Is out of danger. It 
will not hurt" any one by being kept
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CHAPTER XXXVII.

It was a bitter, a humiliating task 
that she had set herself, and now that 
ehe was tree from interruption, she 
shuddered with fear. If the letter 
were traced to her, It would he a ter­
rible thing! She would destroy it at 
once—she would not read it. The 
contents could not affect her in any 
way if they were never made known, 
therefore, why should she wish to 
learn what was written? Of what 
value would it be to her to read the 
words of one whom ehe had now rea­
son to hate? ,

She held the sealed envelope to­
ward the fire, but withdrew it sud­
denly, for there was the sound of a 
footfall without and a timid knock at 
the door.

“Who is there?” demanded the 
frightened girl.

“It is only nurse, Miss Craythorne,” 
was the reply, in tremulous tones. "I 
wish to speak to you, miss when you 
can spare me a few minutes. Shall I 
come back again presently?”

By a great effort, Ada tried to stifle 
the mad beating of her heart, and re­
plied, steadily:

"Oh, no, nurse; you can come in 
now. One moment, and I will open 
the door.”

Once more she hid the fatal letter ; 
then admitted the old woman, whose 
agitated manner and gray-looking 
face rather alarmed her.

"Sir Charles?” she grasped.
"He Is the same, miss; it is not that 

—it is not that. I want you to bé my 
friend it you will. I am an old woman, 
and have no friends.”

She began to weep and wring her 
hands, while Ada watched her curious­
ly and pityingly.

“Tell me what is wrong, nurse, and 
I will try to help you,” she said. “I 
will be your friend.”

The old woman regarded her 
earnestly, then muttered :

"It may be fate—It may be fate!" 
Then she added: "Did I hear you call 
the gentleman who called this morn­
ing Mri Gardner, miss?”

Her tones were so tremulous, and 
yet there was so great an undercur­
rent of anxiety In them that Miss Cray­
thorne was startled. ,

1 "Mr. Herbert Gardner is the gentle­
man’s name, nurse; but, really, it to 
got the correct thing for you to dis­
cuss Lady Hastings' guest in this way.”

“A guest? Is he a guest? You are 
lure of itr*
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be called civilized 
which objecte to entrusting the com­
mand to a general because he to known 
to be a bad Frenchman?” Yet this is 
what happened in France, when Brit­
ain on the urgent advice of Sir Henry 
Wi)eoe suggested-Foch for the supreme 
command. Incredible as it appears an 
Influential party in the French Cham­
ber wished to give the chief command 
to General Sarrail,—an utter failure 
at Salonica,—because he was suppos­
ed to be a sounder Republican than 
Foch. Clemenceau was so far impres­
sed by the argumente of his anti­
clerical friends, that he actually offer­
ed the supreme command to Sarrail. 
The latter refused to accept, save on 
one condition, the release of his old 
political leader and the head of the 
Anglophobes of France, Calllaux. This 
was too much for Clemenceau, who 
shortly retired Sarrail from his com­
mand. It to well that It was, for Brit­
ain would never have consented to 
place, her armies under the command 
of an incompetent political general 
like Sarrail. New light is thrown on 
Calllaux, by Lord Esher. He was not 
an active traitor but at the time the 
war broke out a pro-Germ an, who 
stqck to his theory that an alliance 
with GeYihanÿ against Britain was the 
true policy for France. The charges 
that he tried to asstot Germany after 
the outbreak of the war are regarded 
as unfounded. *

It will be many a long day before 
we know the whole truth about the 
war; but these disclosures show how 
little contemporary humanity knows 
about the small and concealed events 
which shape their history.—Saturday 
Night, Toronto.

Ada was glad now that she had not 
destroyed the letter. The knowledge 
of its contents gave her a kind of 
savage satisfaction. She knew the 
best and the worst, and it woild be 
her own fault If she did not become 
mistress of the situation.

Again she held the letter toward the 
flames, but withdrew it and thrust it 
into her breast.

"No, no! She would not destroy It 
yet—not yet!

(To be continuued.) „

You are sure thata few days longer, 
it is suspected by no one?”

"Only myself and the steward 
knows one word of it, for Mr. Collins’ 
first wife has been dead these twenty 
years.”

“Then we will say nothing at pres­
ent, and I will think how* the news : 
had better be broken. The present 
Lord Stanhope may not be disposed 
to give way easily; then there will be 
the question of proof. Wr wil not 
say one word until we are assured 
that you will be forgiven."

The old nurse thanked Ada upon 
her knees, then went back to her 
duties, feeling that a great load had 
been lifted from her heart, and yet 
tearing the fury of Collins.

. i
When she was gone, Miss Cray- , 

thorne fancied that she must be. liv- j 
ing in dreamland. The confession was ’ 
like the far-fetched Incidents in which j 
the novelist delights. And yet she 
had only to turn to history to find 
even more romantic stories.

Her partial bewilderment gave place 
to lively speculation. Was this why 
the match between Lady Gladys and 
Lord Cecil had been broken off? Then 
she thought of her mother’s letter, 
wherein reference was made to 
Flossie’s chances. What a different 
view Lady Craythorne would take of 
it when ebè knew that dear Lord 
Cecil ,of whom Flossie was so fond, 
was nothing more than the child of 
the Earl of Swinford’s steward.

Miss Craythorne once more held 
Lady Gladys’ letter in her hand, but 
this time she opened it, her teetfc-„set, 
her lips forming a firm, red line. She 
opened the letter and read the sweet 
words that had been written for Hast­
ings alone to see—the pathetic ap­
peal tor him to come to the girl who 
loved him so well.

Ada Craythorne was startled by her 
own violent emotions. She ground 
her teeth together, and vowed that 
ehe hated Gladys Howard.

"What a revelation!” she muttered. 
"How many more secrets am I to be < 
the recipient of? Whose fate is in j 
this? The Karl of Bwlnford once J 
killed a man! And his daughter 
dares to come between me and the 
man I worship! He loved me first! 
How dare she!—how dare she!"
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