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be left in the hands of the govern- 
ment.

Earl Spencer, Liberal, criticising the 
address, said that while he recognized 
the impossibility of granting the Boer 
demands for independence, yet be de- 
precated insisting on unconditional 
surrender. His Lordship urged the 
government to promise the Boers au- 
tonomy similar to the governments of 
Australia and Canada.

Thepremier, Lord Salisbury, whose 
entrance into the house was greeted, 
with hearty applause, said ho was glad, 
to hear Karl Spencer rent an utter- 
ance, for which be. the Premier, had 
been frequently and unsparingly con- 
demned. It was quite true that there 
was no possibility of granting the 
Boers independence. Neither was it 
the government’s business, after being 
gratuitously attacked, to inform the 
Boers on what term* they would bo 
forgiven, especially since the Boers 
had not yet expressed a wish to bo 
forgiven. Lord Salisbury continued 
by defending the martial law in South 
Africa, and urged the opposition to 
remember they were not dealing with 
the question whether they could make 
out a good case against the govern- 
ment. The Premier pleaded that they 
should not allow their eagerness to 
improve their party position and make 
them forget the issue whether or no 
Great Britain should be victor in the 
war. He reminded the opposition that 
a wrong settlement new would impose 
grave difficulties and embarrassments 
upon the nation many years to 
come.
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London, Jan. 16.—King Edward op­
ened Parliament this afternoon wit* 
a ceremonial in all essential respects 
similar to that of February last. The 
procession to the House of Lords was 
of the same character as that witneea 
ed on the occasion of the opening of 
the first Parliament of King Edward’s 
reign, while within the upper House 
was seen the same state pageantry, 
the same historic dresses and the same 
revival of ancient forms.

Dn alighting at the royal entrance 
of the Houses of Parliament, beneath 
the Victorian Tower. King Edward 
and Queen Alexandra were met by 
the high officers of state, and were 
conducted to the robing rooms. Hav­
ing assumed their gorgeous robes, the 
procession was formed, and, preceded 
by the Duke of Devonshire, Lord Pres- 
ident of the Council, bearing the Im- 
perial Crown. and the heralds and 
pursuivants, they entered the House 
of Peers amid a fanfare of trumpets.

sugar have been unfairly weighted in 
, proscoution of this important indus-

Then came the following clause :—I 
have concluded with the President of 
the United States a treaty, the provie- 
ions of which will facilitate the con- 
struction of an inter-oceanic canal 
under guarantees that its neutrality 
will be maintained, and that it will be 
open to the commerce and shipping 
of all nations.”

Next followed references to the 
Anglo-Brasilian treaty, to the refer- 
ring of the British Guiana-Brazil 
boundry questions to the arbitration 
of the King of Italy, to the necessity 
for the continuance of famine relief 
measures in India, and to the death of 
the Ameer, "whose son, Habib Ullab, 
has expressed an earnest desire to 
maintain the friendly relations of Af- 
ghanistan with my Indian Empire,"

After announcing that the estimates 
have “been framed as economically as 
due reagrd for their efficacy renders I 
possible in the special circumstances 
of the present exigencies,” the speech 
concluded with mentioning proposed 
legislation of solely domestic interest, 
with the exception of a bill to facili­
tate the sale and purchase of land in 
Ireland.

The one departure from the extreme­
ly decorous character of the proceed­
ings occurred when the King referred 
to the humanity of the British troops 
in South Africa. This led to an un- 
precedented scene in the House of 
Lords. Peers and Peeresses and high 
officers of state broke out into a pro- 
longed cheer, which was repeated 
again and again, to the evident satis- 
faction of His Majesty, but to the ap- 
parent dismay of the officials of the 
House.

GREETED WITH ENTHUSIASM.
Their Majesties then retired amid a 

fanfare of trumpets and attended by 
the same regal ceremony as accom­
panied their entry into the House. 
They were greeted ent husiastically. 
A* they sat in the great state coach, 
whose gilded pinnacle brushed the 
boughs of the tree* in the green park. 
King Edward and Queen Alexandra 
looked tor all the world like a flatter­
ing painting of Henry VIII, and one 
of his bolter-looking spouses. The 
King and Queen both looked extreme­
ly well.
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KING EDWARD VII.

King Edward and Queen Alexandra, 
having entered the House of Peers, 
occupied their thrones beneath a 
canopy, with the Prince and Princess 
of Wales on either side of them. The 
other members of the royal family 
were seated on chairs at the foot of 
the steps leading to the thrones.

The scene in the gilded chamber 
was very brilliant. State officers, am- 
bassadors and ministers in handsome 
uniforms, and peers and peeresses in 
vari-colored robes, filled every nook. 
The King, beneath his robes, wore a 
field marshal’s uniform. The Queen's 
drew was of black velvet, surmounted 
by a robe trimmed with ermine. The 
peeresses all wore ostrich feathers in 
their hair and were richly clad in 
evening robe» of the most varied col- 
Ors, white satin, however, predomin­
ating. The display of jewels was un­
usually dazzling.

The Gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod, General Sir Michael Biddulph, 
having summoned the Speaker and 
the members of the House of Com­
mons, His Majesty read the .

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.
The speech was not an important ut- 

terance. His Majesty referred in grat­
ified terme to the world tour of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales, express- 
ed regret at the fact that the war in 
South Africa was not concluded, said 
he trusted the decision of the sugar 
conference would lead to the abandon- 
ment of bounties, and noted the con­
clusion of the Isthmian Canal treaty.

The speech opened with a reference 
-to the tour of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales. "They were everywhere," 
said the King, "received with demon- 
strations of the liveliest affection, and 
I am convinced their presence served 
to rivet more closely the bonds of 
mutual regard and loyalty by which 
the vigor of the Empire is maintain- 
ed."

Referring to Great . Britain’s rela­
tions with foreign countries, the King 
said:—"My relations with the other 
powers continue to be of a friendly 
character."

Contrary to expectations, the King's 
reference to the war was just as in­
definite as the statements on the sub­
ject made in the last half dozen mes- 
sages from the throne. “I regret,” 
said Hi* Majesty, “that the war in 
South Africa is not yet concluded, 
though the course of operations has 
been favorable to our arms, the area 
of war largely reduced, and indust rim 
are being resumed in my new colonies. 
In spite of the tedious character of the 
campaign, my soldiers throughout 
have displayed a cheerfulness in the 
endurance of the hardships incident to 
a guerilla warfare, and a humanity, 
even to their own detriment, in their 
treatment of the enemy, which are de­
serving of the highest praise. The ne­
cessity for relieving those of my 
troops who have most felt the strain 
of war has afforded me the opportun- 
ity of again availing myself of the loy­
al and patriotio offers of my colonies, 
and further contingents will short­
ly reach South Africa from the Domin- 
ion of Canada, the Commonwealth of 
Australia and New Zealand."

In regard to the sugar conference 
the speech says :—"I trust its decision 
may lead to the abandonment of the 
ssytem by which the sugar producing 
colonies and home manufacturers of 
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London, Jan. 18.—The House of 
Lords was well filled when business 
was resumed. The Prince of Wales oc­
cupied the seat formerly used by his 
father.. Many Peeresses were in the 
gallery, V

The Lord Chancellor, Earl Halsbury, 
formally read the King's speech.

The Earl of Harrowby, Conserva- 
tive, in moving the address in reply 
to the speech from the throne, refer- 
red to the non-interference of foreign 
powers in the South African war, as 
being evidence of their friendly re- 
lations.;

The Earl of Lytton, who seconded 
the motion, congratulated the govern- 
ment on their more than friendly re- 
lations with the United States and the 
South American Republics, and added 
that though affairs in Ireland were 
considered critical, they might safely
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

"Sealed, separate or bulk tenders 
will be received by the undersigned up 
to noon, Saturday, the 18th instant, 
for the erection of a brick residence, 
with stone foundation, slate roof, hot 
air heating, and plumbing, etc.’ Plans, 
specifications ,etc, can be seen at the 
office of the architect. Tenders to be 
addressed to Samuel J. Shaw, marked 
tender, and left at my office.

T. J. RUTLEY, 
Architect, 

Chatham, Ont.
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