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THE GRAIN GROWERS'

“YounghF olks Circle”

Uncle Wont Prosides

It s time 1o be hrave, it s tisoe 1o be true,

It is time to be finding the things you
oan do; -

It s time to put by the droams and the

“g
And work for the eause that is holy and
nigh

It s Uime 1o be kind, it s time 10 be sweet.
To be soallering roses for somebody’s

fert

It is time 10 be sowing, it is tisne 1o be
growing.

It s Uime for the Bower of Be 10 be
blowing

It s Ume o be lowly and bumble of
heart,

It s time for the llies of mecknew to
slart;

For the heart to be white, and the steps
to be nght,

And the hands to be weaving » garment
of hght

UNCLE WEST'S MESSAGE

My dear Nephews and Nelows—You
are now back at school and will be settling
down to work, and | want you to remem
ber the Progress Club feel assured
that much good work oan be done in
preparation for the opening of the spring,
when | hope my boys and girls will have
learned so much about gardening that
they will be ready to usiderinke the care
of at least ball an scre, prepare it them-
selves, and plant it with vegetables or
flowers. | am anxiously waiting for your
letters containing your application for
membership in the Progress movement
Already one or two letters have been re-
ceived from teachers who are anxious to
know what this movement means. Wrile
often and write nice long letters telling
me about yoursell, your home and your
schoal

Yours lovingly,
UNCLE WEST

PS. 1 correspondence

school clubs

invite from

REPLY TO TEACHER

My dear Teacher —I am glad to receive
your frank letter re Progress Club. 1
do not think 1 can tell you of any way for
successful teaching that does not involve
work; however, there is hard work and
work that is not so hard. There is work
like going up stream and also rowing down
stream, some rowing has to be done in
cither instance. It is the down stream
situation that [ wish to talk about. I
can see between the lines of your letter
that you are a successful teacher. - With
all your successful experience tell me what
portion of the school time are the children
engaged in serious study? Do you think
it more than forty per cent.? What are
they doing the other sixty? Does the
uneasiness of that unoccupied time give
you more trouble than all the rest of the
school work put together? It is for some
part of that idle sixty per cent. that I
am begging, that it may be given to us.
Can you spare it? It is profitless for the
child and a bane to you; let me have a
chance to modify the evils of this idle time.
I will give the pupils that which is en-
gaging and instructive. A busy child is
easily controlled, something quite obvious
to one of your alertness. How will I
do it and not make it a grind to yow?
I know a chef who can make forty-seven
kinds of soup from the same stock, and
all good soup too. I am ready to dedlare
with great positiveness that | am able to
get forty-seven different kinds of educa-
tional diversions and benefits from my
plan of childrens’ garden clubs and nature
studies. The pages of a book would be
necessary for me to explain all the com-
binations, but such is possible. Proof
of the pudding is in the eating. Let me
have the names of your children, and let
us see what may be demonstrated. You
may call a halt any time you think the
trouble is more than the compensation.
In recruiting membership for clubs never
coax; make admission a privilege. Do
you remember bow Tom Sawyer got his
fence whitewashed by letting it out in
privileges? Imitate Tom's methods. Let
me hear from you again

UNCLE_WEST

I Dear Uncle West o ln"snawer to your
query as 1o how | made s dub sucoemlul
in my school work, | will say the wa
are sumerous. | will the J;
history of the first clab that | ever organ-
ised. | wan tenching & rursl school then
and was troubled because of its tardinese
Many children came long distances, and
all came from farm homes where both
boys and girls have 1o asist in the chores
oul of doors and in the bouse. Those
were the ressons wually given when |
chided the tardy ones for their short
comings which | knew in many onses had
some show of resson. Yet, | felt that
if the opening of the morning session had
some sitraction 0 the pupils wanted
to be on hand, they would find some way
of doing so. | knew the fondness of »
child for the sound of his own velce in
& mesting that is entirely his own, and |
coneclud that | would avall mysell
of this impulee to correct tardines. |
therefore announced that each morning
ten minutes would be given to a dub
mesting directly after the roll aall. You
may wonder how | made discussion and
conference to be sitractive to the mem-
bers. That was the lonst of my troubles
All children, even those we oall dull ones,
are investigators. Their observations may
often appear trivial to adult minds, but
not so to them In the earlier stages of
my experience, one child brought a teasel
and asked what the hooks were for
| was not much up on nature study, but
I could easily see that it was one of the
means of seed dis . and the teasel
opened up that subject which had & run
for several weeks. We had many )
mens—burdocks and devils pitchforks
galore. One girl brought wé the story
from her grandmother, how in pioneer
days the teasel was used by weavers of
woolen cdoth to comb the map. The
remarks of one would suggest something
to others, and the problem of the chairman
of the club was— who should have the floor
next. | was ever present as the power
behind the throme—1 mean the chair,
and | always suggested an adjournment
before the conference began to lag. A
good time to close & meeting or & talk,
in fact a letter, is before you get tired
of the topic, therefore | remain,
Yours sincerely,
AMB

PS. 1 forgot to say that the dub
meetings abolished tardiness. 1 would
not like to teach school without a club.

Dear Uncle West:—Your N
Nieces in the Jumior Naturalists’ Club
have just been passing !bmut: A very
exciting time. Theevent was the trial of
one of its members for conduct *“ unbecom-
ing a gentleman.” | assure you the affair
was taken very seriously. A few days ago
the cddub took a snow shoe excursion and
one boy thought it “cunning”™ to act

hews and

the rowdy and make himself quite offen-
sive to all the members, particularly the
girls. Complaint was made to me, with

the request that I inflict some punishment.
I suggested that the accused be brought
before the club for trial. The offending
lad comes from a home where money is
freely spent, but the home influences are
not of the sweetest and most benign.
By a free use of candy and similar aids
he had gained something of a following
among his school companions, and [ at
one time feared that | had made a mistake
in my method of punishment. The
resident of the c:ub is a -erimwmin;led
ad and he quickly luf'prc-ed any flips
pancy on the part of the culprit's friends
during the trial. When the evidence of
misdeeds had been presented, and the
indignant opinions of members expressed
the culprit weakened. Just before the
club was to take a vote of censure he asked
if he could apologize and be considered
in good standing. A motion was made
that an apology be accepted and the
charges dismissed. The charges formu-
lated by a committee called the offence
“trying to be smart.” We have had no
trouble in this style of smartness since

Dear Uncle West:—I am getting a lot
of collateral benefits from my club. My
teaching is among the hread-winni
class in this city, and elections and no'('-t
courts mean more to my children than do
birthday parties to the young people who

GQUIDE

GIVEN

This is a chance tur clever
PRIZES with a Nrtle effort.

ecard and mail to us and we

TO THE PERSONS COUNTING THE DOTS IN
THIS HAND, and many other prizes according to the
Simple Conditions ofthe Contest (whioh will be sent),

ﬁmchmum?u.‘mdp or post

DOMINION PREMIUM CO,,

AWAY

to WIN CASH and other
NTTHRE DOTS INTHR HAND

know at once if you are &
$10.00 will be given for the

come out of the homes on the avenue.
When a set of club o are elected
polities run high. We have universal
oulr-r The most common election ory
is, “Shall we have boy officers, or girl
officers’” The girls accept defeat more
o-:‘y than the boys. 1 have no
unce block for bad boys and girls but
instead | suspend such from the privileges
of the dub. A suspended member cannot
vote, disfranchisement is more effective
than corporal punishment.
Yours -‘M‘.
. MeN

THE GERANIUM
All my readers are familiar with the
geranium, as nearly all farm houses have
a pot of geraniums for their window.
The geranium will grow for ev one
and is much loved because of its bright
blossoms. At any season of the year it
is possible to have the flowers for study.
Thcingknﬁdhmbd!ort&m
pose. o )

in getting the children interested in this
plant, it would grow in the school house
window, and would be of great interest
to the children. This lesson is given
to cultivate a habit of closer observation
of this common to our readers,
or to help the teachers in interesting their
pupils in the eare of this homely plant.
Lesson 1

The Geranium Plant.—Note, that the
stem is thick and fleshy, there is food
stored in these stems which accounts
for the readiness with which cuttings
will grow. Notice the stipules where
the leaves start from the stem, and that
these remain after the leal has fallen.
The leaves should be drawn as they offer
excellent material for a ecareful drawing
lesson. They are of various shapes,
although of one general pattern. Some
of them show the dark horse shoe mark
which gives the name “Horse BShoe
Geranium.” The first thing to note
about the flower is that there are man
flowers growing together in one h
Note, especially how much more showy
are the flowers thus arranged than if they
were scattered over the plant. Note
how many flowers there are in one head.
It is well to begin to study the blossom
when it is still in the bud. Note that the
buds droop: note that the bud at the centre
rises first and blossoms. Let the pupils
keep a calendar stating each day how

house by the careful housewife.
= untimely |
murmured the bird-man, as he

surv.

“Really, -&-. I couldn't

explained the unhappy flying man.
see

lnriomldn-e “Coddlum't":pl

, I saw you

ot .ud{dknduyub for
tick. Couldn’t help it! never
d the slightest attention to what |

said at all'™




