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FREDRICTON DISTRICT CON-
VENTION.

P

Feepsaicrox N. B., Feb. 10th, 1877.

Mz. Eprror,—Enclosed I send you
a brief report of our Convention as
~written by our lay Secretary, C. 8.
Lugrin. It is little more than the
minutes of the several sessions, and yet
it will give to your readers an idea of
the work and spirit of our first Conven-
tion held in this part of our work. The
meetings were of great interest and
profit both to the ministers and lay-
men that attended them, and the large
congregations 1n attendance showed
the interest that was experienced by
those that wémé without.

Our sessions were all open 4o the
public, and this added to their
interest.. “:Several essays or papers
were read by the brethren in opening
the discussion on various topics, which
I thought would find their way to the
columns of the WesLevan. If so they
do ot represent the views of the Con-
vention and must be regarded simply as
the opinion of the writers,—our The-
logy is well defined; and admits of po
improvement.

I trust that the inflaence of the
meetings will be salutary and lasting
on the minds of the brethren both lay
and ministerial.

The services following the Conven-
tion in connection with the Fredricton
Church and congregation are of a very
encouraging character. Some are en-
quiring the way to Zion. And we are
looking for a greater out pouring of
the spirit. H. McKEown.

A Convention of Ministers and Laymen
connected with the Fredericton District
was held in the Methodist Charch
Fredericton, on Tuesday and Wednesday,

the 6th and 7th February.

The Convention was opened on Tuesday
morning at 9 o’clock, by the Rev. R
Duncan, President of the Conference,

who briefly referred to the objects for |

value

—-

The Order of the day being moved. the
President announced as the subject for
consideration—= The objedts of the Con-
ference, and the State of tbe Work inthe
District,” :
cussion by remsrking that in the Clair-
man’s opening Address be _
hearing alf that could possitly be mid on

the first part of the topio—the object of |’

the meeting, and felt that the second
part would be safe in the bands of the
brother associated with him. Bu‘ he
supposed be was expected to say some-
thing on this flyleaf, our first Convention
in the part of our work. It afforded him
much pleasure and gratification to meet

the bret i its
e bmaﬁhvummmrm'uwm

was reciprocal. They were all members
of one family, and though they ofteén
heard from each other, and of their pros-
perity, vet a meeting like this
gave opportunity of looking - upon
each others faces, and shaking the
band of friendship. The speaker then
referred to the circumstances which
brought them together, as being different
to District and Counference Aseemblies.
Sucb & meéting brought them to know
each other better, aad be hinted, to love
each otner better. The object of the Con-
vention was to do each other geod; and
spend a dsy or two in conversation upon
the great work i ‘which they were en-
gaged, and in somé degree increasing
theic.ability for usefulness. We may de-
rive "benefit in .our_expressions on the
common: work, and no other class of men
can have 80 much in commen on which
they are all agreed, as the Ministers of
Christ. It is- difficult to -estimate the
of such a Convention as this, for
we are sure we shall learn much and
profit more. His desire was tbat this
meeting of thy brethren would tend to

‘advence. - the canse of God in their-owm |

bearts and create in us s stronger desire
for the salvation of the souls of those to
whom we preach. To give form and de-
feniteness to the Convention the Chair-
man bad given to several of the brethren
topics to be brought before the meetings.
To them was assigned the duty of opening
the subject, to be generally discussed by
all the members. May we go forth from
these meetings with a strength we bave
never possessed before, to do and dare for
God in the work we believe be bas com-
mitted to our bands, and the result of
this Convention will not only be salutary
but lasting as eternity. The speaker
closed by referring at some length to the
state of the work on this Circuit.

The Rev. W. W. Colpits principally
confined his remarks to the mission works
in which he bad been for some time em-
gaged in the lumbering districts. He
said that within a few miles of bis Circuit,
more than 2000 men were at work in the

which the meeting was appointed, and | = 4. o}, were for the greater part of

expressed a hope tbat the deliberations
and discussions, would tend to the ad-
vancement and extension of the work o
God and the Circuit, and that the Divine
blessing would rest upon the Convention
while in session.

The following Ministers and Laymen
were present at the opening of the Con-
vention :—

Ministers.—Rev. Robt. Duncan. Rev. J.
J. Colter, Rev. H. M'Keown, Rev. E.
Slackford, Rev W. Wilson, Rev. W. W
Colpits, Rev. 8. James, Rev. J. Crisp,
Rev. T. Marsball, Rev. G. M. Campbell.
Rev. R. W. Weddall, Rev. R. Wass, Rev.
W. J. Kirby.

Laymen.—Mr. M. Lemont, Mr. Risteen,
Mr. Lottimer, Mr. Marnie, Mr. C. S.
Lugrin.

Prayer having been offered. the order
of holding the Sessions was under con-

sideration, when it was decided that three |

Sessions should be held each day, viz:
From 930 a. m,, to 12 noon ; 2t0 5 p. m,,
and at 74 o'clock p.m.

A motion was passed, to the effect that |

all the Sessicns of the Convention should
be open to the public.

The Rev. i. N. Parker, was assigned
the duty of delivering a sermon on * The
Office and Work of the Holy Spirit,” at
the evening Session, but being unable to
attend the Comvention, owing to Circuit
duties, the Rev. R. W. Weddall was re-
guested to deliver an address on tbe
subject at the time appointed. It was
also decided that the evening service
should be one of praise and prayer.

Mr. C. S. Lugrin was appointed
Secretary of the Convention.

the year entirely ouat of the reach of spiri-
tual instruction. He haa visited several
of the camps, preached, and talked with
them; bad been well received, and

lieved that his efforts had to some ex-
tent been crowned with success. The
Rev. gentleman spoke feelingly of the
condition of these men as a class, both
morally and spiritually, and earnestly
commended them to the sympatby and
pravers of all God’s people.

At the end of this excellent address, of
which not even an outline can be given in
the columns of a mewspaper, the Presi-
dent remarked, that be believed at the
first that this movement—the appoint-
ment of a missionary to the lumbermen—
was the work of God, and be was now
| better than ever satisfied of1t.

Prayer baving been offered by Bro.
Risteen, remarks ou the subject under
consideration were mate by Bros. James,
Orisp, Oolter, and Osmbell, when the
doxology was sung, the bemediction pro-
nounced, and the Conmvention adjourned
until 2 o’clock.

During the whole Session the gracious
presence of the Mastor was sensibly ex-
perienced, and was in truth, a time of
great refreshing from the presence of the
Lord.

The afternoon Session was one of unu-
sual interest, and the sttendance much
larger than in the morning. The firss balf
bour was devoted to prayer for the special
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‘The discussion then took a wide range,
reference being made to Puigit and pas-

leading many to Christ. Adother, that
not only did Ministers need Divine aid,
but Leaders and officisl members of the
bigh.  Another, that God bad promised
to bless, and that if he had not the need-
ed power and grace to  discharge bis
duties, the responsivility was his, for he
was commanded to “ ask apd ive ;”
and still another, that in the 6
for pulpit daty, the most and de-
voted labor should be employed ps if the
work of saving souls depended dpon our-
selves, and when in tbe pulpit, preach as
if all depended on Diviné assistance,
Then reference was made t& various
gift.mdulenu.sndo!dlfﬁlc, if con-
secrated to God, would be'wsed to the
promotion of His glory. J

At intervals during the disenssion, fer-
vent prayer was offersd for the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon miiltister and people,
and the droppings from above were the
earnest of a refreshing shower.

There was a large attendance during
business and prayer, an the
Office and Work of the Holy Spint” was
given by the Rev. R. W. Weddall. This
address was in a clear, Incid and impress-
ive exposition of the Holy Spirit’s influ-
ence in connection with the ministration
of the word of God, and in the conversion,
regeneration and saactification of be-
lievers.

At close of the address prayer was
qﬁg‘%;ered. and on the,invitation of the
President the discussion became geseral.
The Lord was in the midst of His people,
and the whole service was ome of great
comfort and power.

Bro. 5. D. Macpherson, after making
some introductory remarks, suggested
that on the fullowing evening a cullection
sbould be made in aid of the expenses of
the Convention, which on motion was or-
dered accordingly.

The Benediction being pronounced, the
meeting adjourned.

Wednesday morning’s session was open-
ed by reading of the Scriptures. The
usual time was occapied in prayer.

A letter was read from Rev. W. Dob-
son, giving as a reason for not being pre-
sent at the Convention, that a glorious
Minl of the work of God was in pro-
gress on his Crrcuit.

The topic for tbe consideration of the
Convention, was “ Self Consecrauon to

God and His Work.”

The discussion was opened by Rev. E.
Slackford in a very excellent address, in
which be referred to the necessity of
entire devotion on the part of the minis-
ter to the work he is called upon to per-
form, and the consecration of all his
powers and talents, mind, body, soul and
spirit, to the service of God.

We have seldom listened to a much
more animated debate than that which
followed Bro. Siackford’s address, and
when the bour for adjournment arriyed, a
motion was put and carried that the first |
bour of the afternoon session be devoted
to the same subject.

Prayer was then offered and the Com-
venticn adju

In the afternoon the session was opened
by reading s portion of the Seriptures and
prayer. .

The comsideration of the subject that
occupied the morning session was then
proceeded with. Short, earnest and fer-
ven: addresses were delivered, and many
spoke feelingly sad powerfully while ad-
v - y . i
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The President
address, in

a esuggestive

which he referred to several depart-
ments of church work. He was followed
by Judge Wilmot, who, after a few well-
timed remarks of a general nature, ke
especially of the work to be done in
bath Schools. His remarks were eloguent
snd practical.

. The debate was well sustained by min-
isters and lay-bretbren. The subject was
ably discussed. Not only the ministerial
work, but the lay element in the chureh
waa freely commented upon. The duty
of leaders to their classes, the necessity
3‘03 ‘::lmg men should devote the talents

bolding prayer services, or visiting, and
the many caile there were for their actave
co-uperation in the great work of saving
souls ; the advantages of street preach-
ing, and also the Benefits of Camp-meet-
ings to the chureh, were among the many
points taken up.

At the close of this deeply interesting
debate, Bro. McKeown mov!d- the follow-

the discussion in

Resolved—That tte Ministers and Lay-
men in the Frederietion Distriet;in Con-
vention asgembled, recommendsh= bolding
of ; (i‘-m -meeting in the County of ¥ork,

uly, )
r’On motion, Bro. McKeown was.author-
ized to at the evening session ‘the
names of the ministers and laymen to
compose a Committee of Management agd
make the necessary arrangem-nts. ‘

The Convention then adjourned.

The evening session was opened in the
usual form; the honse was well filled witis
an attentive congregation.

Bro. Marshall was called upon to give
the opening address, the subject being—
“ The Naturé and Pruits of'a Genuine Re~
vival of Religion.” 'He went fully into
the subjeet, ‘dealing with it in a manner
that m much research and study,
and ced bis hearers that his whole
mind and béart were deeply interested in

souls: The ¢
was not always
traced to pulpit effort, but were frequently
the result of earnest and faithful prayer,
—perhaps the prayer of some lowly cgild

of God, whose inceesant Iendmgu
in the words of Habaksk,—“ zo.:?.
revive Thy work.” What encourazement
is this t» the most bumble Christian ?
Bro. James submitted a very excellent
paper on the same subject.

The debate baving closed, the following
Resolutions were passed :—

i -
v .

the Fredericton, Marysville, Gibson, Nash-
waak, Keswick and Kingsclear Circuits ;

given them, either in preaching, |

| their work, we have n
| mand, Sabbath schook
duced prices.
P X | that the nmumber of
Resolved—That the Superintendents of ”and of Circuit Unie
creasing, and it i&T
that in a few yeaps,

and that the year leavee- its- impress
upon them and severely tazes. all their

energies.

.'l\u. {ew in addition,,we- have:grea
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of! th

Kingdom, and Mr. McAuldy. is- fertil

in espedients, as witness the

reeer

Ehr’-gof@m Leaders, brought

invitation from all parts:

to City, Road Chapel, to conf:

the work to which they. are M
the present demand formen ofilife a
conscration, who shall be wise and s

cessful as teachers, and leaders

of «

people.. The gathering was large,
services very profitable, and' doubt
the gracious result will 'be widely fe

LOCAL PREACHER'S.INSTITRIE.
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quickened zeal of this day. Hom »
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to aid the infrm and Worn.ons
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stadf of men full of:
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Bros. Dr. Barker and William Inch, of
Keswick ; Bro. Logan, of Gibson ; Bros.
Murray and Roley, of Marysville ; Bros. |
W. Risteen, C. S. Lugrin, and Barry |
Smith, of Fredericton, be a Committee to |
make arrangements for holding a Camp-
meeting at Keswick in July, 1877 ; fur.
ther |
Resolved—That the above Committee |
bave power t> add to their number ; and
further
Resolved—Thbat the President be re-
quested to call the above Committee to- |
gether during the month of May, at snch |
time and place as he may name. '
A vote of thanks was passed to the |
Secretary, Mr. C. S. Lugrin. l
Bro. Colpitts remarked that bhe could |
not but refer to the kindness and gener- |
osity of the people of Fredericton, which
they had so largely experienced while in |
attendance upon the Convention, and
therefore moved a vote of thanks to them. |
This was seconded by Bro. Marsball, |
who said be bad always foand a welcome
among the Predericton people, and always
felt very much at bome when smong
them. '
The vote passed unanimously. ‘
The President said he bad no doubt,
did time allow, that all the brethren would |
gladly avail themselves of the opportunity |
of expressing thanks for the courtesy ex- |
tended to tbem. He bad realized during |
tbe whole Cunvention, that ** God, even |
our Gud,” was in the midst of them. and |
that tbey had been blest while gatbered
together. He boped that when they again |
met, for similar pu;;ivdm. instead of !
g two, they would remain togethber |
ree or fuur days.
The Doxology was then sung, the Bene-
diction pronounced, when the Convention
adjourned sine die.
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