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EASTER. |

The most important of the ‘‘ mov-
able feasts”’ of the ecclesiastical calendar |
f1as again been reached. Whatever shy- |
ness may be felt toward the  table” in f

which the name of the festival occurs, |
aoe can only rejoice that so many mem-
&ers of the Christian Church can agree
#t a certain season to concentrate
Rheir thoughts upon that one grand, cen-
tral topic of gospel teaching, the death
of Christ for our sins, and his resurrec-
rection for our justification. Now, as
i the past, rest from accustomed toil |
uiay be devoted by many to
and frantic mirth,” but the true Chris-
dan, wuch as he may regret this, isnot |

‘revellings |

wbereby prevented from ** kecping the
feast,not with theoldleaven, neither with
the leaven of malice and wickedness, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity
wnd truth.”

¢ Christ our Passover is slain for us.” |
liefore our paper shall have reached |
the hands of many of cur readers, the |
appropriate seripture lesson, read at pri- |
vate and domesticand public worship will
have reminded them forcibly of this sol-
ann fact.  Happy they who solinger at
-he scene as to cry out, ‘“"Tis He, the in-
inite, 'tis Hé,” and there make or re-

dirna a covenant that shall never be
troken.  ““ Good Friday™ has to not a
few been emphatically * good,” since
from it they ever dated their bright en-
during vision of a *‘ Godhead reconcil-
ed.” None, indeed, save those who at
some time have clung to Jesus as the
Infinite Saviour can enter into the fel-
fowship of his sufferings. No endur-
tnce of physical agony can prepare one
10 do this, no aptness at placing one's-
self in quick relation to another’s sor-
«ows can enable men to estimate this
*‘ love and grief beyond degree.” The
sufferings of Christ, increased by that
strange sensitiveness which is the ac-
accompaniment of purity, may best
be tasted by him who is pure in heart ;
that agony—the pressure of a world’s
guilt—which scientists tell us caused
the heart literally to. break, can be
guessed at, and then only very, very
faintly, by him who has mourned for
personal sin with inward smart. Even
fie, however who has learned

* Like the beloved John,
To 1 an upon the Saviour's breast
And thus to journev on.”

has, in view of the tremendous sacrifice
uf Calvary to say, ‘‘ 'Tis mystery all.”
He stands upon the brink of a fathom-
less, shoreless ocean.

To him who can testify of the suffer-
ings of Christ how vain seem those
sensuous modes of celebrating His death
which are not seldom adopted. The
crossed yards of the ship, the black dra-
pery of the ehurch, the mourning garb
which some even. put on, all seem to
point to a death-detained captive, rather
than to Him of whom the Psalmist said
in words too grand to refer to any Isra-
elitish kings, or indeed to any mortal -
¢ He shall live.” One thinks of the re- |
mark of a great writer,recently deceased,
who looked at an artist's sketch of the
Naviour, and then said—*‘* T do not like
pictures of Christ.  Men never thought

of painting them until his spiritual wor-
ship was departing trom their hearts.” i
He Dbest honors his Saviour who stands j
vazing at the foot of Calvary until his |
heart is filled with the wondrous theme, l
and all his powers are phiced at the
complete disposal of the Redeemer, and
who thence goes forth to love and rev- |
erence men because He died for them ;|
and to save them, since He made their
salvation a glorious possibility.

Men only serve their Lord and Master
when they seek to continue the work
He loved above life itself. Activity is the
normal condition of the religious life ;
weditation and introspection are only
intended as a preparation for spiritual
toil.  When apostles stood upon Olivet,
following with straining eyes the ascend-
ing Saviour until the last dim trace of
glory had disappeared within golden
gates, angel visitors gently chided them ;
“Ye men of Galliee why stand ye ¢az-
ing up into heaven? Yet, as we linger
wi'h the many thousands of the Church
militant at the vacant tomb of Jesus on
Easter morning, we may gain rich bless-
ing. There our faith shall discern the
risen Lord, and in strong confidence we
shall utter the rapturous cry, the salu-
tation of early Christians: ‘‘ The Lord
is risen indeed ’’; and holding the truth

is of God.” So strong is the foundation
upon which it rests that one who ap-
proached it wodiscover supposed weakness
returned to give to the world one of the
most convincing works ever written up-
on that mighty theme.

A brief glance at the records of early
Christian work will convince any of the
importance of the lesson to which, once

| at least in the year, the Church calls |

our undivided attention. The theme of
the Apostles in those days of power
upon which we look back as a ‘‘ season
of grace and sweet delight,” was *‘ Jesus

and the resurrection. —.Jesus Christ, de- |

clared to be the Son of God with power
by the resurrection from the dead. Is
it not possible that to-day we build in

vain to a great extent, because we fail |

to convince those to whom we preach or
whom we teach, that Jesus is ‘‘ over all,
God blessed for evermore.” Let preach-
ers and teachers and indiwmdual Chris-
tians but feed upon the glorious truth
to which our attention 18 once more

i cailed—so feed upon it that their lives

e

shall be colored by it, and such *‘ signs

following 7 #hall attend the declara-

| tion of salvation asour ¢eneration knows

little about. The old Gogpel has lost
none of its power, but its agents ** walll”
not so much * about Zion's towers,”
they consider notsomuch ‘“her palaces,”

and hence a lack of successful utterance.

Strength is gained at ‘“the place
where the Lord lay,” and comfort as
well.  From it we may go the house of
mourning, and to the *‘God's-acre”
where bodies of kindred rest, and whis-
per amid the silence, ‘‘Thy brother
shall rise again.” For the resurrection
of Jesus is the guarantee of our own.
The doctrine of the resurrection of the
body has, in some degree, faded from
the consciousness of the Christian
Church. St. Paul spoke of that as the
consummation of bliss, the grand cen-
tral point of the believer's hope. ‘I
press forward,” he says, ‘‘if by any
means I might attain unto the resurrec-
tion of the dead !” and he announces
that the final triumph will be when this
is accomplished.

DENOMINATIONAL COLLEGES.

Are Denominational Colleges neces-
sarily sectarian! Do they foster bigo-
try ? Do they use their influence for
the spread of the peculiar doctrines of
the Church to which they belong ! And
do they thus subvert the great design of
the higher education? Or are such af-
firmations and suggestions put forth to
deceive the simple, to excite and nur-
ture prejudices, and to serve the end of
those who are practically the most as-
suming and illiberal of denominational-
ists ! Let the truth be told. We de-
sire facts, not conjectures or fancies,
even though they should be delivered,
as much of this character has of late
been delivered, in a most self-satisfied
manner. Many have expressed surprise
that some of those wha strongly plead
for a secular College, because of irs ten-
dency to ‘“ broaden” the human intel-
lect, in opposition to a denominational
one on account of its alleged tendency

| to narrow it, should disclaim in such a

manner as, in the case of any one else,
would certainly entail the reproach of
narrow-mindedness and ill-breeding.

Denominationalism, when regulated |

by that true Christianity which it repre-
sents, is,as we beliove, of great advantage
in Collegiate work. Wehave already
shown that the existence and supervis-
ion of a Board of Governors answering
to the College on behalf of the Chureh,

' and appealing to the Church on behalf

of the College,is an arrangement fraucht

{ with good to all concerned-- Professors,

pupils, friends, and the public at large.
And where clse can anything like the
same safeguards and sympathy be found !
Test this theory by facts. Who
ever witnessed such enthusiasm, so spon-
taneous, so general, as is displayed at
the Anniversary exercises of our De-
nominational Colleges in the halls of the
‘‘ public trust” at the corner of the
city Parade?

But we have still stronger reasons for
believing that the higher education can
best be carried forward in Denomina-
tional Institutions. The student him-
self is a most important factor in the
settlement of this question. Whatever
system offers the greatest security for
his well-being must, to a large extent,
recommend itself to the approval of
thoughtful men. Now, even in a phy-
sical point of view, the country possesses
vast superiority over the city. Fresh
air, field exercise, and the comparative

which forms the key-stone to the arch of
Gospel doctrine, we shall find ourselves
#n possession of a strength before un-
known. A fact so important in itself
and so tremendous in its consequences
may not be accepted at second-hand ex-
cept with loss. He who in spirit visits
that vacant sepulchre in prayerful mood
and there studies the Gospel narratives

shall ** know of the doctrine ” that * it /

freedom from the low attractions of the
| theatre and the drinking saloon which

the Denominational Colleges in our land
| enjoy, do certainly place their pupils in
| & more highly favored condition for the
i prosecution of their studies than is to
i be found amidst the bustle and fascina-
 tions of a pcpulouscity. If the former
| be without some of the incidental bene-
fits of a public resort, it is nevertheless

der to study. -
’ But more, in the Denominatinnal Col-

sacred trust. The training imparted
contemplates the conscience and the

the students respectively are held as a !

leges, the character and deportment of |

’lncart no less than the understanding |

| mate aright so high, 80 sacred a trust/

and the memory. And who can esti- |

' Take the case of a young man, often

{ for the first time crossing the thresh-
| old to mingle with the world. Tt is the
occasion of the development of self-
Fln»u(]. Ambition is high. There is a
jsu'ung tendency to discard the prinei-
 ples of action which have held sway in
jt}m home from which he now with-
| draws. Deep i8 the persuasion of abili-
ity to govern himself. Appetite and
passion seductively strive for the mas.
tery within him. New companionships
open wide the doors to vanity or self
A crisis has come. Tt

I

|

|

‘ uratitication,

| must be met. During these few years
I of Collere life—often during the first
]
|
|
|
|
|

few months—a human being will be
made or marred. Out of this ordeal
the raw, untrained plastic youth will
come forth a man, with tremendous cn-
' pabilities for good or for ill.  Must this

l
i
|
s

|
|
!
|
|
|
|
l
1

better adapted to promote studious hab- ? obligations to Christ and the world,
its ; and young men go to College in ur- | without taking their part in the hicher |

education of the country. We rejoice
that they do, yes, even that must vigor-
ous body of Christians which claims to

be anexception. As the other Chris- |

tian Churches are compelled to do their
share of the work without government
aid let them shake themselves clear of
all non-denominational control and as-
sistance. Let them become ostensibly
what they are in reality, and let them
help forward the Denominational Colle-
giate system.

THE DEPARTING.

In spite of all that may be said by our |

local papers respecting ** the exodus,” it
can scareely be denied that large num-
Lers have already left our shores this
spring for the neighboring republic. We
attach little political significance to the
moveuient : the premicrship of SirJohn

A. McDonald or Alex. McKenzie can |

but slivhtly, if at all, atfect it. Friends
already there attract others ; glowing
stories of business prospects prevent our
youth from listening to the warning

voices which occasionally reach them ;

fh.mndm-ylinc be passed without the |

i hand of true friendship, the eye of gen-
t erous vigilance, or the voice of sacred
authority 7 Surely not. Christian pa-
rents will repose more sweetly and la-
bor more contentedly,to know that when
| the study hours of  their son are over he
is not left as a vagrant to wander whith-
er he will, held in check only by the
conventional usagesof society. They will
rejoice to think that he is watched over
with unremitting Christian affection ;
that he is led to the acknowledgment of
God in College worship every day ; and
that there surrounds him, and presses
upon him, at all times, like the very at-
mosphere itself, the fear of the Lord
which is the beginning of wisdom.

A mere man of the world may scoff at
theword ‘‘revival of religion;” but other
countries and our own stand higher not
only in reputation for justice,truth andall
other virtues which bind society togeth-
er, but for the attainments of her sons
in science and literature, because of
some of those powerful revivals which
have often swept through her Denomi-
national Colleges. Once more, we do
not see how, in the present day, satis-

where without the recognition of Chris-
tianity. Take natural science.” Ewvery
step, from first to last must Be bdsed
upon the belief or the denial of the per-
sonal existence of God. This point
must be settled. Are we and all things
around us creatures of God, or is He
one with us and them ? Do the heavens
declare the glory of God, or simply
show the productions of chance? Can
we think the thoughts of God after Hiin,
or do the various departments of na-
ture contain no thought, no purpose, no
controlling power ! So again ir meta-
physics. We must start with atheism
or with Christianity. In fact there can
be no start at all until we postulate an
abyss of being, all embracing, infinite,
as made up of all finites, and exeluding
all dependence and responsibility ; or
the Infinite One, who has made us and
not we ourselves, and to whom we must
all give an account.

Now we rejoice that even the ro call-
ed non-Denominational College in our
midst holds the Theistic view. But the
Denominational Colleges can hold o
other. It is in perfect harmony with all
their principles and pledges. It is con-
ceivable that it might be otherwise with
an Institution which professes to hold
itself aloof from allegiance to any
church. Indeed so much has been said
in praise of freedom from denomination-
al control, so much in condemnation of
such control, that the advocates of this
system lay themselves open to the sus-
picion that they would willingly leave
out the settlement of a question upon
which all for time and eternity depends.
Christianity as it affects the doctrine of
God, of man, of morality, and f the
future life, not to speak of redemption
and of its application, is vital only in
the denuminations ; and whoever ac-
cepts this religion identifies himself with
one of these. They are therefore con-
sistent in blending the higher education
with Christian principles. Are they
consistent who disdain all denomina-
tional control and yet borrow that which
is most precious to the denominations,
but make no acknowledgment of their
obligation ?

If the non-Denominational claims
public support while holding the belicf
in Christianity, though not professing
it, should the denominational system be
deprived of that support because it sim-
ply does profess what it holds in com-
mon with the other 7 Is there a prem-
ium to be put upon suppression of the
truth? In our view the varicus denom-

inations can hardly be said to fulfl their

factory College work can be done any-

country life, on the farm, becomes mon-
otonous, while distance lends enchant-
ment to the view ; many capitalists in
our Provinces prefer to keep thé pro-
perty under lock and key rather than to
invest it in such enterprises as give em-

ployment at home ; and thusina steady

stream,-in the earlier part of each year,
our most vigorous and promising young
people make use of our railways and
steamers only to carry theni abroad. A
certain per-centage of these will return,
but the great majority, or perhaps that
part of the whole we can least afford to
lose, will never come back, except to
visit some of the friends they now leave.
In our losses, however, we are not alone,
for we have good reason to believe that
the tide which is constantly setting to-
wards the larger American cities, or the
great prairie lands of the Far-West,
draws as heavily upon the smaller East-
ern States of the Union as upon the
Lower Provinces of the Dominion. We
cannot easily be convinced of any neces-
sity for this annual emigration, and can
only hope that a state of affairs which
seems to have become chr[mic, may,
through the development of the rare
wealth of the older Provinces and the
settlement of the almost boundless dis-
tances of our new territories, be gradu-
ally checked.

As a rule Provincials have no reason
to blush at the record of those who have
left us to find a permanent home in the
United States. It is at least some sat-
isfaction to know that our loss is an-
other's gain. In the Church, in the
state, in the various business circles, are
men who 1,0k back from honorable posi-
tions to our cities, or, perhaps, more
frequently to ovur country settlements,
as the homes of their childhood.

No branch of the Church in the
Maritime Provinces has fell the loss of
her children more sensibly than our
own. A few years since we worshipped
on a Sunday afternoon in a church in
East Boston. The faces were all strange.
yet seemed to us to be of a provincial
type. A brief conversation at the close

i of the service proved ‘that we were not

mistaken, for we learned that the mem-
bership of the church in question was
almost wholly composed of persons
who had removed from time to time
from the neighborhood of Barrington
and other parts of the county in which
that township is situated.
cendents of the Pilgrimns had lost their
Calvinistic ideas and forgotten the form
of Church government held by their
fathers, and had gone back to swell the
volume of that Methodism which Purit-
an New England so long and so firmly
resisted, though in vain. From the los-
ses which our Church in the Maritime
Provinces has sustained, American Me-
thodism must have reaped a large nu-
merical gain.  And doubtless many a
minister now preparing to give an ac-
count of his stewardship, thinks with
sorrow of the absent, and finds that in
spite of additions to his classes through
the winter, a decrease in numbers
through removals must be reported.

If our youth will leave us, let us sur-
round them with all the guards possible.
The minister may do much by a note of
introduction to a future pastor, and by
earnest counsels to immediate union
with the Church in the new home. Par-
ents may do much—a Christian mother,
especially.  She may secure from her
boy an intelligent, well considered prom-
ise to avoid those temptations which will
beset his pathway in the wide world,
and by her frequent letters, may
hold him back from many dangers. At
no cost should he be allowed through
loneliness to seek the proffered sympa-
thy of those who will lead him astray.
To any about to leave home we offer an

These des- -

- tenure. We believe it to be a fact that

! incident as told in *‘ Zion's Herald." |
)

A friend of ours was passing up Fifth
| Avenue, New York city, a short time |
'since, when a young gentleman, well- |
! dressed, of attractive app :arance, passed

; him on the sidewalk. The gentleman |
went in advance of him a short distance, |
! then turned deliberately around and ap-
| proached our friend, caliing him by
| name.

** You evidently donot know me,"” he |

said, ** but 1 readily recognized you.
I was in your Sunday-schiool classin B.™" |
[ The sound of the voice, and a recog-
| nized expression of his counrenance, '
soon brought back to our friend’s mind '
i the recollection of a boy, formerly a
member of his class, and he called him |
| by name, with souie surprise at the great
! change that had occured in him and his |
present manly appearance.  As they
; walked togetlier up the Avenue the
young man related the incidents of his |
" Iife since leaving his far-distant home in
I arural city. His :_:Uu(l fortune had nou |
| been an accident @ and thisat is well for |
Bany of our young readers to remember,
| who are anticipating the entrance upon
[ a business life this scason. ** He never, =
he said, * f-'rgnt the counsels of s |
mother, or the lessons ot the Sunday- |
school.”  He canie into thie whirl of the
great city, amid its thousand tempia
tions, but he had promised his mother
neither to use tobacee nor alcohioli
liquors, and to avoid vicious company
He had kept his promise.  With very |
little capital he started in a small busi-
ness with another young man ; and by
thorough attention to it and economy,
after a few years he had amassed | quite |
a sum of money. Having an opportuni-
ty to make a good purchase of mining
lands in Tennessee, he invested his capi-

‘* 1 board there,” he said, pointing to a
large and valuable house upon the
Avenue. It was the résidence of a bro-
ther of a late mayor of that city. He
had become acquainted in the family,
and was soon to be married to one of
the daughters. His life had been a
succession of good fortuhes, but they
were not accidents. If he had not con-
tinued the temperate, diligent, prudent
young man that he was when in the
Sunday-school and in his faithful mo-
ther's home, his career would have been
widely different. Thousands of young
men feft their country homes to seek
their fortunes, at the same time he did,
in the cities. Most of these had
as opportunities as the young man
referred to, as graceful an address,
equal educatiom in the schools and in
business, as large a capital, but they do
not now board on the Avenue ! Indeed,
many of them are not alive. They fell
soon into the ranks of the awful army of
intemperate men, marching by thou-
sands annually to a drunkard’s grave ;
they chose vicious and immoral com-
pan.ons ; they lost opportunities while
squandering their hours in gambling
halls, or their strength and virtue in
dens of infamy. Some of them are in
prison for fraud or crimes of violence,
and’others are vagabonds upon the face
of the earth, It is the remembrance of
the pietﬁ of home. gnd of the Sabbath-
school, the following the counsels of a
devoted mother, and a life of abstinence
and obedience to God’s law that ensures
a clear mind, a good faculty, the confi-
dence of others, the blessing of God
himself, and good success in one form of
business or another.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The College Bill, introduced by the
Government, has received the ‘¢ three-
months hoist "’ in the Legislative Coun-
cil. The Colleges are, therefore, thrown
upon the several denominations for sup-
port, Dalhousie gxcepted, which it
seems, in the absence of any legislation
to the contrary, is still to continue in
the enjoyment of a large sum from the
public funds.  This action can only be
regarded as a direct breach of the con-
tract made in 1864. In all justice Dal-
housie ought to refund at least the 820, -
000 borrowed from the Province. There
is reason to believe that a large propor-
tion of the Presbyterians of Nova Scotia
are hecoming convinced of the false posi-
tion in which they have:been placed in
relation to Dalhousie. The Higher Edu-
cation of the Province will gain by the
earliest possible abandonment of that
position. We shall rejoice in any step
which may remove the cause of late un-
pleasant discussions and relieve the sev-
eral religious bodies from the danger of
similar irritation in future.

The continued existence of the Hali-
fax University is yet uncertain. In
case of its survival the future relation of
Mount Allison to it will be a matter for
consideration. From rumors which
reach us it may be doubted whether the
Board of Governors will feel justified in
asking her students to incur the ex-
pense and discomfort of undergoing the
University Examinations. It is to be
feared that they will have no wish
to connect themselves with a Uni-
versity which &xists on a so uncertain

not one of them could now be persuaded
to leave the Institution for that purpose.
Meanwhile, we await the result of the
many schemes, personal and public,
which, day after day are being developed.
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Jews, and Gentiles, Roman Cathek
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comed by the managers of the swal
missions in this city and 8t. Joha
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Our Presbyterian friends have wis
taken exception to u recent Episs
statement that ‘‘ confirmation” is “a-
pressly commanded by God’s law ;" sl
a newspaper discussion is the resk
We have not been able to resd with
care the several letters which have s
peared on the subject, but remem
that an Episcopal writer quotes Ads
Clarke as a proof of the regard whid
Methodistsentertain forthe rite. Wha
ever Adam Clarke may or may m
have done proves nothing as to
views of the Methodist Churd,

which are, we imagine, precisely el

same as those set forth by their Prer
byterian  brethren. Adam Clarke vs
a great and good man, anda lesde
in Methodism, but great and good we
are sometimes afflicted with vagarie

! and from these Adam Clarke was byw»

means free.  Sowe of them, too, if tod
as they might be, would create no lith
amusement.  Yet the Church of whid
he was an honored minister does né
hold itself responsible for these, med
less for vne or two doctrinal points ®
which he differed widely from all b9
brethren.

A note from the pen of Dr. McLed;

the first-editor of the WrsLeyax, will e
read with great interest, but upﬂd’
by those who are able to remember b

able management of our Church pspe§
Its weekly arrival was one of the ples §

ures of our boyhood, and its influee®
tor good upon ourselves and other mes”

bers of the same household lesds E

apart fram any business aspect, to P

the reception of our paper into all *®§
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eral converts have been reported, ands

number of Christian workers have bees 3
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