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The Phantom Fleet,

A nameless fear ¢
Of rocks unseen, of breakers on the

VAN :
We huddled close, our pulses searcely [
As, bending slow before the rreshening blust
down the Phantom IFle

First, shadowv and pale, 1k«
Along the deep in solemn ranksthey

And clothed their cold peadis wit

Green, beryl, blue, and many

Their fearful beauty
Asone by one the

st one came so close
almost brushed it

Of the proud steamers that had satled from

out o'er the barren foam
, and 1o return no mor
What might have been their

As from our own fell peril we
The towering icebergs toppling o'er
The erash, the mid-sca death !

The rush for boats, the fight for |
I'he settied down, t 1

And, I.s-‘H_\.. looking

Ghostly and gastly in their =
Moving in stecl-cold majesty
Away into the night,

A VISIT TO KNOUK CHAPEL,

Though a great deal has heen hitherto
treated of regarding the name
of Knock, in the County Mayo,
from my humble experience of this hal-
lowed spot, that too much cannot be said
of a place which is acquiring such distine-
tion as should render it incumbent upon

«ast, to pay a visit |
to its sacred shrine,  That the mysterious
and supernatural are linked up with
THE CRUCIFORM LITTLE
admits of no doubt whatever, if on
be guided by what he actually sees 1
most every day, viz
to sight, the lame enabled to work, and a
miracles wrought
favor of such as arve afflicted in the Lord.
Jut any attempt at description, from a |
religiow: point of view, cannot adequately
convey a just idea of what u
place this is, unless you witness for your-
self the miraculous intervention of Provi-
dence, in staying His further judgment
upon those whom He considers have been
sufficiently tried in the crucible of afflic-
And so thought I too, when suit-
ing the action to the occasion, T repaired
thither by special excursion train, on the
5Hth inst., nor had T crossed

THE BORDERS OF
ere I was seixed with a kind of reveren-
tial awe which had not in the least dimin-
ished, until with pious ejaculations
quitted the precinets of that sacred edifice,
on my homeward journey.
ceed with my mnarrative,
ing succeeding that of my departore from
home, I sighted Knock chapel for the first
time, having remained over night at Bally-
haunis, some five miles distant; and on | wou
my arrival I was not slow in secking out |
that remarkable gable at the south end of | take u‘\ this subject at another time, and
the church, where J
among a crowd of other pilgrims, many of | praying God to bless all who have come
whom, like myself, had only just arrived
to pay their devotional respect to this liv-
ing memento of true religion in ail its
sacred bearings. For the present, however, |
I should content myself only with a cur-
sory glance, as the holy sacrifice of the
Mass was about to be offered up within,
and this being one of our remark
Is, commemorative of our Lord’s Ascens |
sion into heaven, I hurried into the church, |
where it was edifying in the extreme to

The blind restored

lost | hence

worshippers, as they knelt in holy pra
before the high altar of God, on that
beautiful May morning.
scene was one worthy of those other days,
when the orisons of prayer were wont to
arise from every corner of the land, and
such a one as was duly caleulated to carry |
the mind back through the mist of years
to that golden epoch in our country’s |

THUS WAS ASCENSION THURSDAY
ushered in at the church of Knock, as |
Mass after Mass was being celebrated by
the pilgrim priests who are to be met
with there betimes, but the overwhelming
testimony of its sacred character was yet
t> be confirmed in the miraculous cures
that were that day effected.
those that I witnessed was in the person

Mallow, a young woman who see
igiously disposed, and came
rrevious on her second visit.
For the past thirteen years, she has been
deprived the use of one of her legs, which
was =0 contracted that she could scarcely
touch the ground with the top of her |
hoot, and was obliged, in consequence, to |
carry a crutch; but lo! on this day, she got

so far recovered that she rested the whole

sole of her foot on the
such perfect ease, that
with only the aid of a
crutch behind on the gable as a symbol
After six or seven other cures
had been accomplished, some of which I
likewise witnessed, this memorable day
set into night, but with it came no rest for
some of the weary pilgrims, whose prayers
might be heard in the night air, ascending
to heaven, with the same fervent, increas-
devotion, that characterized their
every act throughout the day.
there was something weird-like in their re-
citation of the Rosary, as they knelt in
front of the gable, before the little altar of
the Blessed Virgin which was lit up by
tapers, and thisstilly night, when so many | and commemorated.  So  they were
voices were heard in response, seemed to
savour much of the preternatural.
how happy and pleased was I, at being
one of the motley group who kept the | They were led on to contemp
night watch in prayer and meditation on | and details of those great events, 'l'l]-;\'
this occasion, and though every one was | began naturally and suitably with tracing
on the tip-toe of expectation regarding
those extraordinary visions with which | their Lord. To him they came who was
favored; yet, after all, I caunot | the beginning and the end. Such was the
feature Lad ¢ cougse of the half-year, which was full of

ground, and with
she walked about
stick, leaving her

say that any euch rewarkable

| presented itself to view throughout the
night, But morning came on apace, and | of the Son
| after paying my devotions to Mary, the her
he deek, | Morming St I vepaired to my inn for

| breakfast Having partaken of tuis, |1

was about to proceed azain to the .1.w]-1,
when T observed a young man pass by,
who was so disabled as to be obliged to
vault on his crutches, and which led me to
remark that there was indeed a bad cas
since both his legs

coemed to be deformed,a

i | fact which 1 afterwards learned under the

| following circumstances: About midday 1

was called into the church to witness an- | ever enjoyed, and
understand here, and
for Almignty God

other cure (the cry of “another cure”
being almost as common an expression
there as we would say among ourselves
“another fine day”) and on whom |
hould the invisible hand of God
be  laid  therein, but  on this  same

We hardly breathed as o'cr the heaving tide | individual alluded to.  Yes, poor fellow,
It bore away beneath the silent stars;
And then, as spire by spire and tip by tip,

| there he was in one of those eestatic fits
| that all arve seized with whenever the cure

sets in, but in no case did 1 see it act with | they attenpted to
ring tothe | such writhings of emotious, o1 violent 1
[

contortions of limb and body, as in the
present, Two priests came up at the
time, lest he may injure himself in his

joy at emancipation, but no, the ways of { If they attempted t
heaven are so far removed beyond our | point, if the
comprehension that we dare but look on | and wit to «
[ and await the result. At length, after |

much exertion on the part of these young
Levites, the scene was changed, and he
who in the morning had came to lay hi
case before

| MARY, OUR MEDIATRIN,

may now be seen walking ont of the

church with only his stick in his haud, a | "
{ if they attempted to compare
are bestowed on Christians at Knock, On | t

living example of the divine favors which

the following day, having taken up my
position beside the Virgin's altar 1n the
| church, I remarked this same young man
m a rather wandering  mood 1zing
| vaguely on the wall above the statue,
and 1 concluded he must have some
| ulterior object in view, other than a mere
matter of form; nor was 1 dissapointed, for

| one of the littl pews, and in this manner
he scemed to be going in the direeticn of
| the altar, when I became instrumental in
having lim arrested, as he had bheen the
| day before. But he informed me after-
wards that lLe was conscious of every-
thing from the first, and even told m
that it was through no power of his own
he was to succeed in  gaining the
[ altar if left alone, but rather through
| some  invisible  agency, mor did

he deny but he saw an apparition of the | the Church’s

Blessed Virgin morve than once through-
| out those mysterious and inexplicable pro-
| ceedings, The voung man here referred
to is a native of Miltown, county Kerry,
and if 1 judge aright, he seems to be
simple and unobstrusive in manner, grace-
| ful in disposition as well as gentle and un-
| assuming in his general character. 1 shall

| adduce but one other proof of the divine |
power, as shown forth to those who visit | was not irn
Knock, its manifestation this time being | tholic and not accept it.

|
| . . y ¢
| confined to an Ivish Cockney gixl who
lost the use of her right arm, some eleven
years ago, through paralysis, and during

| using it even to make the sign of the
| cross, nay, more, the hand itself was a

mighty God wa- pleased now, through the
| intercession of onr Blessed Lady, to revok
| His former decree, by producing ouce

more a perfect limb where formerly had
[ been one withered and useless.  To dwell
{at any further length on the mighty
| works that have been accomphished here,

shall conclude for the present bv

| “from the near and the distant to worship
| at the sacred =hrine of Knock., Amen.
! CARDINAL NEWMAN.

HIS GREAT SERMON AT 0XFORD.

The London Catholic Standard of May

| nal Newman's visit to Oxford, and his
’ great sermon on the occasion:

five o’clock in the afternoon, and procecd-
‘ ed to Trinity College, of which founda

welcomed as a guest during his stay in the
university,  His eminence having been
entertained at dinner by the president and
fellows of Trinity, attended the college
“gandy ”? in the evening, at which there
was a large and distinguished company,
| the conversazione taking place in the col-
lege gardens, which was illuminated by

| Mr. Taunt with the lime-light. The |
| cardinal, whose voice had not been heard | were speaking of an infinite  Almighty
Giod, and how could they reason about in-
| Dirvectly they began to attempt
| ed on Sunday last at the new Church of | it they found out how insurmountable it
|

| from any pulpit in Oxford since his seces-
sion from the Church of England, preach-

St. Aloysius, both in the moring and in | was,

the evening, to crowded congregations.

Giles’s, at eleven o’clock, the celebrant

A. W. Hutton; the master of the cere-
monies the Rev. F. Goldie. 'Lhe
dinal’s assistant was the Rev. T. B. Park-
inson. His eminence was vested in the
ordinary scarlet cassock beretta with the
rochet. There was a large congregation
present.

Cardinal Newman took his text from }
Psalm xxxv., v. 35, His eminence said |

| that during the last half-year they had
been engaged in tracing out the first steps
which accompanied their Lord’s coming on
| earth. They began with Advent, and they
might say that they began with Novem-
ber, because November, being the month
| given to the memory of the dead, they
| were reminded of the cause of the death
| of the Son, on which a series of doctrines

| began. They started from Advent firstly, |
| they adhered to their Lord’s coming upon |
| earth, to his incarnation, and taking the |
| flesh; and they went on to trace him into |
| the wilderness, and the wonderful truths |

that were taught concerning  him

led on through his history to his
resurrection, to  his  ascension, and
then to the coming of the Holy Ghost.

Almighty God Himself, who was indeed

It was the ruling \‘l’!f:. eo

most joyous mystery, They commem

that great mystery

they blinded themselves

| atternpted

then they in fact
their faith became
themselves because they attempted what |
| he placed his back on a sudden against, | 1 s

| the heresy of Arius.

his own way; whereas the
of the Catholic faith was that they did not
| understand it more than others, hut they
must take what was
| worth it, the sacrifice

If they looked i
was told them they found ce

purposes for whi t
if they attempted to go beyond that they

were useful and needful,
but which could not be compar
of the first duties

of the Church was when
a man became a Catholic to put the truth

ational in him to becom

were fawiliar with the Greek and Latin
res there were modes of expression
| all that time she was quite incapable of | for which they had no English, and there-
fore lie could not

They were accustomed
| shrivelled, deformed thing, until al- | to use the words of him who hore witness
that there were in heaven the Father
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and they be
lieved that the Father was God, and that
was intelligible enongh.
believed in a God could on that account |

The poorest, the least |
1d be rather too much of an intrusion | educated, the dullest could take in the |
on your space, especially as I intend to | truth the
yoint out and contemplate what was t

THAT THE SON WAS GOD WAS PERFECTLY IN-

{ knew what it was to believe in the Son of |
| God, and to obey him; and then again to |
say thirdly, the Holy (Ghost was God, and |
| to worship him as such, was perfectly in- |
| telligible, and they had no difliculty in
In these propositions there
It was only when
20, gives the following account of Cardi- | they compared them together one with |
the other, when they wanted to know how
| this was true, and how the other two were |
On Saturday last his Eminence Car- | true too, that there was a difhi ulty. When |
dinal Newman arrived at Oxford about | any one wanted to try and find out some- |
thing which make it simpler they drifted
into error, or commonly ecalled heresy, as
tion he was made an honorary fellow two | against the words given t
years since, and where he was cordially | beginnicg.

So also they could see how

those great truths, those mysteries were
It would be impossible for
them to understand what was told them
about an Infinite Being without a certain
must partly compre-
hend what they were led to.
not 4o more than to submit in the nature
They would recollect that they

[t was not a subject which he under-
The Father being God, the Son |
At the High Mass in St. Aloysius’, 8t. | being God, the Holy Ghost
gince these were each infinites, and that in
was Father Gradwell; the deacon, the Rev. | them they had the proposition of the first |
H.J. Coleridge; the subdeacon, the Rev. | truth, they knew nothing about it: and,
| therefore, their only resonrce was to take
what was given them, and then there was
no 1liﬂiu\ﬁty in believing what clearly
the nature of things was above
But if he were asked why it was
that God in his mercy—in his great love
for them—had told them so much,
could but answer that it was cruelly un-
grateful in those who believed that he had |
spoken and would not acceptit. The dif-
ficulty was that Almighty God should not |
have spoken to the whole world,
en to them it had been as well
arts of the world
ut if he could be

that, for a time, great
should be in darkness,
with them he must tell them sometling of
How could he come to them in
the way of knowledge except hie did o in
their way ? Oue great proot of the power,

Christian system was in St. Paul and in
Supposing God withheld himself
from them; supposing he left them when

they departed this life, how awful wa

their feelings in the presence of strangers, |
and they knew how great the trial was of
| going into an unknown world.
did not learn to accustom themselves to
the idea of an Infinite Father, an Infinite
Son, and an Infinite Holy Ghost, what a
loss it was in the prospect of the mnext

late the facts |

Q|
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but when he looked back upon it I eparate hould find it more diftienlt than | -
thouglit not of it all.  He besought them | it 15, many who now part would remain | Wi (Y
to beg of Almighty God to touch ir | together, and would |m~\ml-1\ live as if
hearts, and to create in them the they lived alone or with some “afhinity
ning of a new lif He hoped God would | The strietness of the Catholic Churehvin re
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DIVORCE, AND SOME OF 118 RE- mplicity of
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It is plain that at our Saviour’s time | a mistake was made in 1856 when Gove (vod we had more of ' g
my ago a Protestant ntleman

there was a general vagueness, in practice, | ernor Andrew caused a bill to he veported
concerning the unity of marriage. No | which allowed divoreed people to be mar
one, however, ever dared to rt that | ried

wl lost s wife, and had one Nittle
aht his child toa convent, request

rain, and that the further modifica

| this was the normal or best condition ; | tion f the divoree laws of the State has | ' : M‘”' ' ‘”“'"."%“ hew edueation
for woman thereby was deprived of her | been prolific of evil. Too much freedom "'\'““ "‘ i |‘" 2l ‘l \ Lath ",‘ ”I' tated
! natural dignity, and sank to the wretched | seems to have produced greater evils than | ‘h i “yl'I “' “l‘ cligion himself,
position of handmaid and slave, or mere | it was intended to cure, and it is high | " "‘ Dy fact, the modern so ‘Il"" phil
instruments of the lusts of man. The | time that people who believe i the | N views of 1 1, agnosLoN
actual condition of women among the | family and monogamy should turn then i “ K wded "I W e
most advanced nations of antiquity was | sen ms attention to the matter,” tl at religion. wa 7 very usetul

just this, and no more, as we read both in | * * * ¥ " * : o M ‘]‘ il tha “I‘ Sl dere
Greek and Latin authors; not to say a Mr. Baring-Gould, in Germany Past « wObUGCAPLEIEN Ao st ulap t
word of Oriental nations, where they are Present, vol. 1., article Marriage, pag ‘ ‘\‘”‘%' X | ”'""" paid the nun
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sime had wrought its way among the | marriage as a mere civil transaction | fied with the mannerin which he had d

Hebrews until the schools of the rabbi “The inevitable result of the laxity of | posed of his little daughter

were divided in *heir laxity of granting | dealing with marriage by the Protestant Phe nuns of course instructed the child

. ) in al e o ( the faitl S
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