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»N the last issue of the Liter- 
| ary Digest,” there appears a 
strange mixture of opinions up- 

I on the important subject ex- 
' pressed in the question “Can 

Morality Exist Without Religion?" 
While the editor who gleaned these 
items seems to think that religion 
does play a large part in the ethical 
development of the human race, and 
that it is generally conceded that 
morality cannot exist without reli­
gion, still, if one is to judge by his 
quotations and the writings from 
which he has sleeted his views, it 
would be necessary to conclude that 
morality is so distinct from religion 
that it has no need of any support 
from that source. His main object is 
to cast some light upon a book en­
titled “The study of Religion," by 
prof. Morris Jastrow, of the Univer­
sity of Pennsylvania. Before touch­
ing on the professor’s opinions he 
takes the trouble to quote from that 
other erratic professor — Goldwin 
Smith.
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But all this leads to a quotation 
from the New York "Tribune,” which 
is the Statement of some facts "rela­
tive to the influence of religion upon 
conduct" as furnished by a clergy­
man of a western city who had gath­
ered statistics about those who drop­
ped away from local churches dur- 
ing the last ten years.

.THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICr/R

PROF. SMITH'S IDEA. — Gold- 
win Smith, who has something to 
say upon every conceivable subject 
on earth, which does not mean that 
he is a master of all of them, de­
clares his belief that were Christian­
ity and the belief in immortality to 
be finally abandoned, the world 
would experience a “bad quarter of 
an hour;” but adds :—

“Whatever turn may ultimately be 
taken by our convictions about a 
hereafter, society will uphold by law 
or social influence rules necessary to 
its own security and convenience 
here. It may even uphold them 
more rigorously, perhaps cruelly, if 
it is convinced that the present life 
is all. The natural affections, par­
ental, conjugal, and social, will also 
retain their force.”

In the opinion of your correspond­
ent this is absolutely false. The na­
tural affections parental, conjugal 
and social, not to speak of aught 
else, have not retained their force 
when the systems of godless educa­
tion came into play in various 
lands. Without going any further, 
the divorce plague, which is the out­
come of irréligion and the abandon­
ment of religious doctrines, is due 
to no other cause than the unbridled 
license for which human immortality 
craves. It is the religious influence 
of the Catholic Church that alone 
preserves the remnant of morality 
that the divorce fiend has not been 
able to sweep away. In fact, expe­
rience is there to prove beyond a 
doubt that the only restraining 
force to-day, the only power that 
preserves the home, that secures the 
children, that saves the whole social 
fabric is that of religion.

A MINISTER’S STATISTICS. -, 
Here is the quotation

"Out of 679 adults now living who 
have ceased to go to church during 
that period, 239 were originally 
poor church members, ranging all 
the way from notorious evil-livers 
to indifferent worldlings. Since these 
239 have formally withdrawn from 
the church their moral condition has 
in no wise changed, except that a 
few of them are somewhat more 
open in their defiance of the moral 
law. Of the remaining 440, eight­
een have deteriorated morally since 
they left the church. Nearly all of 
them, it is declared, are persons of 
unusually weak character, easily led 
by temptation to do wrong, and one 
of them confessed that while he was 
a member of the church he was kept 
from evil courses not by his belief 
in Christianity, but by the desire 
not to seem recreant to the faith 
he professed. Sixty-three persons 
have apparently led better lives 
since they left the church, tho’ the 
change has not been at all marked, 
and one of these sixty-three declares 
that he is a better man now be­
cause he wants to show his church 
friends that unbelief does not imply 
immorality. The remaining 359 of 
the 679 backsliders are morally pret­
ty much the same as they were be­
fore. They continue to be reputable 
citizens, and are impelled by the 
same motives of self-interest, touch­
ed occasionally by unselfish impulses, 
that appeared to govern them when 
they were members of the church.
It would perhaps be too much to as­
sume that the results of this parti­
cular census would be true of the 
non-churchgoers of other communi­
ties. There may have been special cir­
cumstances in the city where it was 
taken that tended to make the re­
sult favorable

NOT A MERE PHANTOM. —It is 
the general cry of those most deeply 
interested in the success of Masonic 
associations that the danger, on the 
European continent, that exists from 
the spread of Freemasonry, is all a 
phantom. It has ever been so; in 
the mid-nineteenth century, when the 
tide of revolution swept over Eu­
rope, when the secret societies fom­
ented all manner of exils in the poli­
tical and social, as well as religious 
domains, their watchword was “ no 
danger exists.” They certainly were 

secret ’ in the fullest and worst ac­
ceptation of the term; for, while 
seeking fresh adepts in every sphere, 
they sought to hide their own very 
existence, and disarm the world and 
lull it into a false security, in order 
that they might be more free to 
strike their effective blows in the 
dark. A multitude of writers to­
day keep the world stirred up with 
the belief that in France there Ts no 
danger from Masonic influence for 
the good reason that it does not ex­
ist. Recently the pastors of various 
churches in Paris visited Rome, to 
honor the great Pontiff on the occa­
sion of his jubilee. In his reply to 
their address, and in his own recom­
mendations to them, the Holy Far­
ther said :—

“Work to rid yourselves of the 
yoke of Freemasonry. The blessing 
of the Pope and the exhortations of 
the parish priests will succeed in ef­
fecting this result, which is the most 
ardent wish of my heart.”

The great Leo XIII., with his four 
| score and twel\re years of life, his 
vast experience! his intimate know­
ledge of European affairs, and his 
characteristic exactness of expres­
sion. as well as his statesman-like 
qualities, was never known to base 
his advice upon "phantoms of the 
imagination.” We may rely, when 
he thus speaks, that the contention 
is right that France is menaced by 
the curse of Masonic domination.
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Weak and " V .
THE CONDITION OF MRS. WM 

WESOOTT, OF SEAFORTH.

SnflTered From Headaeheand Disslnees 
—Canid Net Stand the Least 

Exertion,

From the Sun, Seaforth, Ont.

Mrs. Win. Westcott is well known 
to nearly all the residents of Sea­
forth. It is also well known to her 

to the non-church- I ne4=hkors and friends that- she pass-

PRGv, .TASTROW’S IDEA.— Here 
is what the Philadelphia professor 
propounds :—

“Religion is no longer the source 
of ethics, but proves a stimulus to 
it. Matthew Arnold’s definition of 
religion as ‘morality touched with 
emotion,’ while defectix’e as a defini­
tion. yet reflects this modern rela­
tionship between religion and ethics. 
But while religion thus furnishes the 
stimulus to morality, it must be con­
fessed that in the most advanced, 
or. if you choose, the most diluted 
forms of faith, the influence of ethics 
on religion is reduced to a minimum. 
There may be ethical strains in these 
forms of faith, but if that is the 
Ca®e, it is due to the inevitable en­
trance of ethical considerations into 
any purely intellectual interpretation 
°f the universe—and its mysteries.”

Only that abuse is not argument, 
nnd that “calling names” is no 
proof, I would be inclined to charac­
terize the foregoing as unmitigated 
nonsense. It is a confused jumble 
that means absolutely nothing. As 
to the xaiue of Matthew Arnold’s op­
inion the writer effaces it himself — 
h.v telling us that his definition is 
defective. Then he says that “in the 
most diluted forms of faith, the in­
fluence of ethics on religion is re­
duced to a minimum." I do not 
know what a diluted form of faith 
i8: but that does not matter, as the 
Professor seems to understand it ; 
hub he goes aside from the issue 
raised by himself. No body is ask- 
lng about “the influence of ethics on 
religion," the question concerns the 
nfluence of religion on ethics or on 

morality. It would seem that the 
°regoing is the sum and substance 

® the professor’s book; if so it con- 
ins 80 Mttle that there is abeo-

goers; for favorable it certainly is. 
It is desirable, therefore, that some 
such investigation be marie in other 
communities, ns only in this way 
can the question be finally decided 
whether a rejection of the teachings 
of religion does or does not result 
in moral deterioration; and it would 
be better if it were made by men re­
presenting the church, as in that 
cose religious men would ha\Te no 
reason to question its fairness.”

Intel;y no uee in bothering with it.

A PLAIN CONCLUSION. — I am 
not going to question the foregoing 
figures; I accept the facts. But dd 
they prove that religion has no in­
fluence upon morals and that morals 
must not go hand in hand with reli­
gion? Certainly not! They prove 
that the particular churches of the 
special sects, to which this clergy­
man refers, have no restraining influ­
ence. And how could they? They 
are merely human institutions, found­
ed by men. who hod their passions, 
their weaknesses, their errors, their 
immoral human tendencies. How 
could they expect that mere “church­
going.” that is attending services 
consisting of long sermons and 
countless hymne, could quell the tide 
of human inclination—which, by nna­
ture since the fall of man, has been, 
downward? What practical force 
can they bring into play that has a 
compelling influence upon the moral 
tendencies of the human race? They 
have not the sources of graces that 
the Catholic Church possesses; they 
have not the regenerating sacra­
ments of penance and Holy Euchar­
ist; they have not the innumerable 
means that Christ left to His Ap­
ostles and their successors to curb 
or guide the moral or the immoral 
inclinations of the frail being that 
can do nothing by himself. It is 
God, and God only that can pre­
serve man from the abyss of im­
morality; it is He alone that can 
save the social fabric from being 
undermined: and He has handed 
down to His Church the means 
whereby this work can be done. Con­
sequently the morals of a* people do 
depend upon the religion, but it 
must be the True Religion. All else 
only proves the falseness of the reli­
gion» in question and not the the-

ed through a trying illness, but 
now happily, in robust health. To 
the editor of the “Sun,” Mrs. West­
cott recently gave the particulars of 
her case for publication, merely 
the hope that her experience might 
be of some benefit to some other suf­
ferer. She said :—“For some time 
past my health was in a bad state, 
my whole system being badly run 
down. I was troubled with head­
ache, much dizziness, my appetite 
was poor and I could not stand the 
least exertion. I consulted different 
physicians, but their treatment did 
not seem to benefit me, and I gra­
dually became so bad that I was 
unable to attend to my household 
duties. I then tried sexcral advertis­
ed medicines, but without any bene­
ficial results, and I began to despair 
of getting better. One of my neigh­
bors strongly advised me to try Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills, and somewhat 
reluctantly I consented to do so. Af­
ter I had taken the second box I be­
gan to note a great improvement in 
my condition, and by the time I had 
used fixe boxes, I was fully restored 
to my former good health, much to 
the surprise of my neighbors and re­
lations. I do not suffer the least 
now from those headaches and dizzy 
spells; my appetite is good and I can 
attend to my household duties with 
the greatest ease. In fact, I feel like 
a different woman, and all this I can 
say is due to the use of Dr. Williams’ 
Pink Pills. All who suffer from a 
run-down canstitution should give 
these pills a trial.”

W’hen the vitality is low; when the 
blood needs to be replenished, en­
riched and purified; when the nerves 
are weak and require strengthening, 
there is no other medicine can take 
the place of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills.
It is because of their direct specific 
action on the blood and nerve® that 
these pills cure such troubles as ana­
emia, nervous headache, dizziness, 
palpitation of the heart, rheuma­
tism, sciatica, partial paralysis, St. 
Vitus’ dance, kidney and liver ail­
ments and the functional troubles 
that make the lives of so many wo­
men a source of almost constant mis­
ery. Do not take any but the genuine, 
which have the full name “Dr. Wil­
liams’ Pink Pills for Pale People." 
on the wrapper around every box. 
Sofd by all dealers, or sent post­
paid at 50 cents a box or six boxes

ory that morals are independent of I for $2.50, by addressing the Dr. Wil- 
religion. liams’ Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.

in the New York 
Freeman’s Journal,” in which it 

claimed that the connection of Can­
ada with Great Brita n as a colony 
has been the principal cause of the 
tide of immigration running largely 
to the United States rather than to 
this Dominion. Here is the 
statement :—

“Canada has been trying for many 
years to attract immigration. But 
though she has held out literal in­
ducements, foreigners coming from 
the old world to the new seem little 
inclined to settle in the Dominion 
During nine years preceding 1890 on­
ly 13 per cent, of the emigration 
from Great Britain and Ireland went 
to Canada, while 68 per cant, came 
to this country. For the Inst nine 
years—from 1891 to 1900—the pro­
portion was 13 per cent, to 72 per 
cent. Of this small percentage who 
go to Canada many cross the border 
info the Uniti d States, and multi­
tudes of natix’e Canadians come here 
and become citizens. There are prob­
ably a million of our people of Cana­
dian birth. They are found settled 
in all the border States from the At 
lantic to the Pacific; and they arc 
industrious, thrifty and successful.”

After praising our Canadian insti­
tutions and our school systetii, which 
it rates as superior to their own 
ti'e article proceeds to give the fol 
lowing reason for the lack of immi­
gration into Canada 

“The Irishman, for instance, whose 
life at home has been one of wretch­
edness through English misrule, and 
to whom tho shadow of the British 
flag is as noxious as the exhalation 
of the upas tree, is not likely to se­
lect his new home in a land where 
the power symbolized by that flag 
prevails. We need not philosophize 
on this state of mind. It is enough 
that it is a fact, a f^g£ that right 
or wrongly influences 'the direction of 
the emigrant. lie wants to get as 
far as possible from the policy and 
influences that have made his life 
wretched. lie therefore seeks some 
place where he will not see the Brit­
ish symbol of power or hear the 
British or any other royal or impe­
rial drum beat. It is this feeling 
that makes the immigrant keep well 
on the south side of the Canadian 
border. The philosophy of it is 
found in the saying : ' The burned
child dre-ds the fire.’ So far as Can­
ada is concerned, there may be no 
groin d for this feeling—for England’s 
hold on Canada, thanks to her prox­
imity to the United States, is slight, 
and the bond may at any time he 
iex-ered. But the feeling, whether 

well or ill founded, exists, and great­
ly to the detriment of Canadian im­
migration.”

No more shall I attempt to philo­
sophize upon this subject; we arc 

fectly willing to tal e the facts as 
they are given. But I contend that 
It is and has been a very short-sight­
ed policy—if such a policy exists—on 
the part of our fellow-countrymen to 
prefer the ox’er-crowdcd Republic with 
its symbol of liberty, to the more 
open and brooder and more roomy 
Canada with its actually greater de­
gree of liberty. Not only is it so as 
for as concerns the future of the 
Irishman in the New World, but 
more so in regard to the future of 
he Irish race at home. I positively 

believe that were the half of the 
Irish immigration to have come t0 
Canada, Ireland to-day would !e 
possession of Home Rule. Canada is 
the example that is constantly set 
before the eyes of British states­
men, and Canada is the only land on 
this continent that has poured in her 
Hotae Rule Resolutions to the Brit­
ish Government; the only one that 
sent a legislator of eminence to bat­
tle in the ranks of the Home Rule 
Party on the floor of the British 
House. If the Irish population of 
Canada were as many millions as we 
have hundreds of thousands, what 
might not be the situation to-day? 
Governing in a Home Rule colony, 
and bringing the example of their 
power and ability to bear upon the 
case, the British Government could 
never withstand the argument. Be­
sides the freedom that the Irishman 
enjoys in Canada is far and away 
greater than that which any other 
nook on earth affords him. This our 
American cousins may deny ;but the 
facts of our history since Confedera­
tion are there to substantiate our 
claim. But be that as it may; it 
would have been, and still will be a 
better policy for Ireland if those who 
are obliged to emigrate should turr 
their eyes to the St. Lawrence in­
stead of to the big sea ports of the 
United States.
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Handsomely bound Prayer Books.
Neatly mounted Prayer Beads.
Crucifixes in Metal, Pearl, Ivory, etc. 
Religious Pictures, small and large. 
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NOTRE DAME STREET

MONEY IN AN OLD COUCH.

A St. Helens upholsterer has found 
a note for £1,000 which had been 
lost half a century. Mr William 
Parker, the landlord of the Ri.ven 
Hotel. Church street, London Eng., 
sent an old couch, whi *-h had been 
in the house during tho regime of 
several landlords, to ho «-e-uphoistor­
ed.. When the couch was ffeing taken 
to pieces the note was found ve.Ur. 
ncath the lining.
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"Dew Editions.

A Practical Commentary on Holy 
Scripture: for the use of Catechists 
and Teachers. By the Right 
P. J. ICnccht, D.D. With 
tions and maps. Second eultlon 
Two vols. 12mo. 
net 84.00,

-A-UST

i HISTORIC 
BOOK.

Rev. 
illustra-

Ilalf morocco,

Manual of Sacred Rhetoric: or 
How to prepare a Sermon. By the 

Feeney. 12mo. netRev. Bernard 
$1.25.

Translation of the Psalms and 
Canticles with Commentary. Bv the 
Rev. James McSwiney, S.J. 8 vo 
net $3.00.

The Triumph of the Cross. By 
Fra Girolamo Savonarola. Edited 
with introduction by the Very Rex 
John Proctor, O.P. net $1.35.

The Little Imperfections. Trans­
lated from the French, by the Rev. 
Frederic P. Garcsche, S.J. 12mo 
net $0.60.

The Oratory of the Faithful Soul 
By tho Right Rev. Abbot Lewie 
Blosius. Translated by the late 
Bishop Coffin, C.SS.R. 16mo. net 
$0.20.

A Mirror for Monks. By the Right 
Rev. Abbot Lewis Blosius. 16mo 
net $0.20.

A Book of Spiritual Instruction ; 
Instructio Spiritualis.” By the 

Right Rev. Abbot Lewis Blosius 
Translated from the Latin by the 
Rev. Bertrand A. Wilbcrforce, O.P. 
Second edition. 12mo. net $0.75.

A General History of tho Chris­
tian Era. For Catholic Colleges 
and Reading Circles, and for Self- 
Instruction. By the Rev. A. Gug- 
genberger, S.J. In three volumes. 
8vo.

Vol. I. Tho Papacy and the Em­
pire; with a table of Aryan Lang­
uages and ten colored maps. $1.50.

Vol. II. The Protestant Revolu­
tion; with four colored maps. $1.50.

Vol. III. The Social Revolution; 
with six colored maps. $1.50.

The Life of Bartolomé de Las Ca­
sas and the First Leaves of Ameri­
can Ecclesiastical History. By the 
Rev. L. A. Dutto. 12mo. net $1.50.

A Benedictine Martyr in England. 
Being the L,fe and Times of the 
Ven. Servant of God, Dom. John 
Roberts, O.S.B. By the Rev. Dom. 

Bede Canun, 0.î\.B. 12mo. net $1.25.

Lucius Flavus. An historical tale 
of the time immediately preceding 
the destruction of Jerusalem. By 
the Rev. Jos. Spillmann, S.J. 12 
mo. $1.50.

The Place of Dreams. Four storiei 
by the Rev. William Barry, D. D. 
12mo. net $1.00.
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of Laurentia. By 
12mo. net $1.60

B. HERDER.
17 8 Broadwae, ST. LOUIS. M

Something new
to put on your pipe

Fowler's automatic diaft regulator, reg 
ular draft at all times, no over heated fur- 
nacs, no burning out of grates, nor escape 
Ing gaves in cellar or room. For 7 in pipe 
$3.50. A great coal and trouble saver.
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