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THE “ECONOMIC FACTOR'' IN THE MATER.

7 INTERPRETATION OF HISORY.

JALIS
Continued from page 2
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vour opponent’s objections to the Materialist
Your 0] ]
Cenpetation are wrlumly not well founded. O

ont he makes, that Marx considered the ccor
tor the only factor to influence history may

Ia
L roved by reading Marx.  Any nuniber of i
e mav be found in his writings of where he
vakos 820 of other factors., One or two such in
', I will gquote in due course, and also indicai
) athers may be found. Marx certainly coy

nomie factors as basic factors of socia

erens find he recognizes that their influence 1

manifested in more ways than througa

arereat  Continued economie development b
p

the primitive subsistenee level, onee of neees

i

i on all members of the human family

< freedom from unremitting toil for the esse
¢ mere physical existence possible, if not for
J st least for increasing numbers as productivity
vinses Time, free from the strangling grip of
needs. is the room of human development,
l are liberated, observation, enquiry, refle
aw-ulation, the powers of reason and imagina
von overstep the narrow bounds of brute necessity,
iversity of economie activities ensues, the arts, hite
sares, religions and philosophies and the sciences
ivements and extentions of our cultural Life ap

thoe

“state of the industrial arts”™ and

war The
wate of the eultural arts’” inter-aet upon each other
w10 & degree, merge into, modify, and beeome o
woessity 1o each other. Progress becomes cumulative
i it some less than satisfactory degree, rounded
w? 1t has also so happened, as a historic necessity,

¢l

st economic development has given birth to th
jrveiple of private ownership with its corollaries
e competitive prineiple, and also the social classes
baving divergent and conflieting economic interesis
sastery and servitude has bheen in various forms
tongh always eomposed of property owners and the
the dominant social relationship of
vuman beings down through the later ages of organ
d society —~antique slave owners and chattel slaves,
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frudal lords and rising eapitalist class, and the land

wris. modern eapitalists and propertyless wage pro
“arians. The political history of those sovieties i
argely a history of their class struggles. These
strugles, each in its time and ])l.(‘c' have ended either
mone elass attaining supremacy in the struggele and,
by obtaining control of the powers of the central
urd state, thus direet a reconstruction of society i
e own interest, or else, the struggles have ended
@ the common ruin of the contending classes. The
*u'ralized political state evolves out of the neces
e s stabilizing power amidst the anarchie con
ficts of economie im‘mtn which result from com
Phitive struggle for control of the means of life. Bu!
the state enforces stability primarily in the interest
N the dominant social class who control it. Marx
"ok account of this two sided effect of the infiu
‘m.." of economie factors on history, ie, (1) econ
omie d!‘\’l‘lup“wnt' ]n‘\.i"“ ”“‘ hasiu of gens ral pro-
T“ in all the arts of livelihood and culture. And
*' A8 giving oceasion for social classes and the pol-
fieal state, and, class interest, giving rise to class
5'~_Yu;.-g|,.,“ and, as the outeome of the struggles. pol-
itiea) d“""lﬂpmem.
lin’:‘";: far I have merely indicated in crudest out
¢ effect of economic factors or forces on gen
;;:xln:mfw““. and the progress uml‘ changes nl: 1:
*"Onmo‘ mn'm! organization. The mfh}n-nvv u't t‘x.
trihal - 1)" history 'iﬂ also to !w geen in uw.lfn;-t‘.
t!‘ad..‘rrm.ml' and national conflicts for h‘!‘rllu.l_\ 3 .~. |
0 ruw“mpﬂ b‘ land or sea, for markets "m].?‘?m;;‘:
Senge ”"latorm].. CO'E‘. oil and ores, ete, It \s. f“ oy
ﬁidorp,]m I have tried to describe, that .\l.'nx‘ n‘ |
“d the economic as basie. ‘‘The mode of pro
"’l'lt(:-':n:fin m“t":i‘l life determines t.luf general char-
of Jife .’the zocml. politiv.al and npn'nm.\l. prum. -
“m\-_n\' (Preface, ‘‘Critique ‘ of l’nhl.l‘vul -‘ ‘.‘1"
iml-"io,; thTh" use of the qualifying term ;':vn« n‘nm'
% inf], “I"P are other factors, thmu.‘!h they l”'(" .
Uential,  Here I quote one instance whert
TU insiaty on thewe other than economic factors
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vl 1o

being taken ace i

ing taken account of. |Ip chapter 47 of the third
i il , he discusses. the “Genesis ol
avitahst Groand Rent. '

i

volume of “Capital

Py and in the section devot-

abor Rent » Unpai .

vl sent, or the Unpaid Surplus Labor of

‘hdependent Producers,”” he has, in e t, thi

e 48, 1n part, this to say

The specific ecomomi form, in which unpaid

us 1 {

ius labor is pumped out of the direct producers

e * 1n ‘| tr { '

ielermines the relation of rulers and ruled
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It Is always the direct relation of the owners of the

production to the direct producers

al the innermost secre i :

e nost secret, the hidden foun-

fation the entire social construction, and with it
* political form of the relations between sover-

¥ and dependence, in short, of the correspond-

This does not prevent

onomic basis from showing infinite grad-

ations in its

sury

conditions of

which reve

ing form of the state

the same e«

appearance even though its principle
conditions are everywhere the same. This is due to
innumerable outside circumstances, natural environ-
ment, race peculiarities, outside historical influences,
and so forth, all of which must be ascertained by

arelul anal

vEis

S also quotations i “‘Geordie’s” articles on the

Labor Theory of Value,”

Clarion.””

now a]»[n'ur‘ing in the
One feature of these articles is, that
¢v serve to llustrate the enltural power of the ma-

terial eonditic ¢ ] i ]
rial conditions prevalent at any particular time in
14 i

hfe. The concept of **Value ™ is seen to arise

e

rtain definite historical conditions of pro-
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fuction and exchange, and, that with every change
n those conditions, an approximate change takes
place in the coneept.

Your opponent sayvs that Engels modified Marx's
statement.  If he means by “*modified,”’ moderated,
tis only necessary to read Engels to disprove that.
What Engels did in his later years was not to detract
the power of the economie as a factor in history, but
to wake war on some who were over-emphasizing its
It is signi-
ficant of the virihity of the Materialist Conception
that Engels, and others since, by reason that they

stand en Marx’ shoulders, who himself had only one

influrnce to the negleet of other factors.

man's life time to work in and the comparatively
limited material of the science of his day to draw
upon, have to take account in & more exhaustive

anner of other factors than the strietly economic
which also influence human conduct and cultural
growth. As my quotation of Marx shows, it was a
question with him as to the relative efficiency of var-
ious material factors in enforeing habits of life,
whose daily discipline men’s habits of
thought, and not a question of the economic factor

Y

shapes

alone.  Another quotation from Marx will show that
that was his position. See ‘Geordie’s’’ article in the
\uenst 1st issue, in which the quotation from vol. 1,
p. 69, states, in effect: that the notion of human
sonality must have acquired the fixity of a popular
:-"‘_Qud;«-' before all kinds of human labor (human

lahor in general could come to be regarded as (‘(]llil]
5

ind equivalent.
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““SEE CANADA FIRST."”

Continued from page 1)

10 percent reduction would be more rea-

per cent 3
cspeecially in view of the fact of the slight

sonable,

percentage in the decrease of the cost of living as

aivon by the ‘Labor Gazette.! The reduction made

thic vear in the pay of the masters (captains) and
pPEINeers Was only ten per cent. (10 per cent). It is
difficult to understand why only a ten per C(‘nt.. re-
Juction was made in their cases, and nearly thirty
per cent. in the cases of the rest of the erew, unless
it he that it was anticipated that there would be con-
Gderable difficulty in replacing the certificated stalf,
whereas in the latter case, it was expected to take

" the widespres 'mployment of
fal! alvantage of the widespread unemploym

ble d

labor on shore.”’ 'y 3
Jifficult’” when a little con-

subiect, to ascertain why the
master class can take such a large slice oqt of the
. it only requires a favorable opportunity when
Pl oo on the worker with full foree, never con-
o as human. ‘‘Mr. Enderby

The task was not so

sideration is given the

thev pou
sidering the wage slave
testitied that

my had solely in view what they could af-
ympany had .

the o«
l‘l""i! to pay,

g .0 m their men.
18 of hiving ““I""“l upon

Jdition

when hLis schedules were being made

hut did not consider, in any case, the con-
It would

appear to be evident that the reduction this year
was made with the object in view of taking advan-
tage of the abundance of men and labor conditions
gererally throughout the territory served by the
company from which their men are recruited.’’

As the vulture treats its prey so the ecapitalist
class use their slaves; but their motto seems to be,
where there‘s life the pickings are good. Men drift
around in the aimless sort of way, no record behind
them and very little to look forward to, no record
except that of a pitiable slave with the sweat and
blood sapped out, to furnish the parasite with the
luxuries of life but, ‘*Britannia rules the waves.”’
Many of these men listened to the call of their mas-
ter and accepted the invitation to take part in ‘‘the
war to end war’’; some of the men have returned
only to find that a greater war is going on—the war

to end classes. In order to ensure some measure of

protection for themselves against the rapacity of
the employers the men join in union with one anoth-
er, but the masters refuse recognition of the union.

Union men are discriminated against. ‘‘General
manager Mr. Enderby has admitted in his evidence
that at least one officer had been reprimanded for
this practice, he having collected and insisted upon
the surrender of union bocks by those men who were
being employed.”” With the men in poor financial
shape the union must likewise be in the same posi-
tion: not even satisfied with this the master class in-
tends to break all power of resistance of the workers,
smash the unions, disintegrate them, then impose
conditions that no person could stand any longer
than one trip, when he jumps off without his pay-
check, glad of relief. The company is safe, as there
are many men willing to try the west and as many
moreanxious to make their way east. The married
man tries to stick to the ship; he cannot jump off so
easily, unless it be overboard. He tries to provide
for his family; when he sees he cannot do so some-
:imes a note is found in his clothes, as: ‘‘The Board
l:ad reported to it the case of an assistant cook whose
body was recently found in the river, on whose per-
son was found a letter stating that he had committed
suicide because he found it impossible to keep his
family going on the small wages he was in receipt
of.”’

The Board made some recommendations in order to
ameliorate these stunning ccnditions, but please no-
tice how our kind.masters deal with the suggestions.
The company writes the following: ‘‘I am instruet-
ed to advise you that the Canada Steamship Lines,
T.imited, cannot accept the recommendations of the
Roard for the adjustment of the alleged dispute in
question.”” While the workers endure these tortu-
ous cenditions, both in the fire-hole and on decks,
with no prospect of better things in view, the com-
pany advertises its services is the daily paper as fol-
lows: ‘‘There is never a dull moment aboard ship, a
wonderful orchestra plays every day and you enjoy
a masquerade ball, when prizes are presented to the
best dressed ladies and gentlemen. Round trip from
Toronto. $108.00.”" (‘‘Mail and Empire,”’ Toronto).

The working class, owning nothing biit labor pow-
er, are divorced from the machinery of wealth pro-
duction, they are permitted to work only when it is
profitable to the capitalist class. The sole function
of the wage slave (in the case under review, work-
ors aboard ship) under the present system of society
is to produce and provide the luxuries of life for a
varasite class. What the workers produce is taken
from them, excepting the few miserable crumbs that
are grudgingly thrown to them and upon which they
are supposed to raise successors to fill their places in
the fire-hole of on deck as the case may be. These
few crumbs constitute the diet of the wage working
class under the wages system, and while the workers

will be compelled to unite in order to resist the ar-
bitrary will and dictation of the capitalist class, if
only to preserve the power of combat, the goal must
be the social ownership of all wealth socially produc-
ed. When that condition is reached a sailor on the

Great Lakes may more closely resemble a human be-

ing than the water rat his present conditions make

him reseiable now.
J. BRAMMELL.

AR I e e 1Ot 53

T 2 o g

s~
s

gy e

A P

t

¢ g U o ks




