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amPreparing and Feeding Fodder.

Winter feeding has well begun and farmers 
know iust about what amount of food they have 
on hand with which to carry their stock until 
nature smiles upon the meadows, bringing forth 
the verdure of 1897. The experience of years has 
taught that economy must be exercised in order to 
meet the requirements of a possible late spring, but 
too seldom do we study the question of compound
ing and preparing the food we have with a view to 
miking the most of it. To those who have 
neglected this part of the question we will refer to 
a series of experiments conducted by H. J. Patter
son B. S., of the Maryland Experiment Station, in 
order to ascertain the best methods of preparing 
and feeding cured corn fodder. The comparison 
made was between cut fodder fed dry and alone 
hay is fed, and cut fodder wetted and thoroughly 
mixed with the grain ration. The fodder used 
differed from that found on most Canadian farms 
by re son of being deprived of its cobs. It was 
prepared for feeding bv bemg cut with a machine 
that split the stocks and shredded the leaves. Nine 
cows were used for the test, divided into two 
groups of four and five. It was aimed to give each 
animal all she would eat, along with ten pounds of 
a erain ration made up of equal parts, by weight, 
Of corn and cob meal, wheat bran, and gluten 
meal. In mixing the feed the grain and fodder 
were thoroughly mixed and wet with water. In 
cold weather the feed was generally mixed twelve hou Jahead. With regard to the food wasted or 
refused to be eaten, it was estimated that of the 
fodder fed dry and separate 13 per cent, was left, 
while with the moistened and mixed ration only 
7.3 per cent, was left unconsumed approximately
ab0TUhe0reesïrt based on the yield of milk from the 
different preparation of rations showed a small 
total gain in favor of the mixed ration. The 
condition of the cows as to flesh production from 
the different foods shows a great advantage in using 
the mixed moist ration. This portion of the work 
consists simply of a record of the weights of the 
animals at the beginning and end of the experi
ments. The animals were weighed m as nearly the 
same condition as to the time of feeding, watering, 
etc at the different times as possible. In every 
case there was a gain in favor of the mixed ration, 
the least being 9 pounds and the most 85 pounds, 
with an average of 48 pounds for the 9 cows in the periods ofHlys for the dry-fed lot and 25 days 
for the mixed fodder fed ot. Digestion experi
ments were also conducted with the same two 
preparations of fodder with steers, which showed 

advantage in mixing and moistening the fodder. 
Conclusion -The results obtained show that by 

wetting and mixing the shredded corn fodder with 
the grain ration there is more complete con
sumption of the fodder (there being but hal 
much waste matter) than when the fodder and 
grain are fed dry and separate. The method of 
mixing produced more milk and kept the animals 
in better flesh, which is a very important factor
in ^^wetting'oFthe fodder when fed alone, and 
also when fed with grain, made it more digestible. 
The method of feeding the ration as a mixed 
feed ” gave a larger percentage of digestible matter 
than any of the methods tested From these facts 
it is safe to say that the method of making a mixed 
feed of a ration is the best method to adopt in order 
to have the most complete consumption and the 
best returns for the food consumed.

From the above conclusion it would seem 
though the improved palatability and succulence 
had something to do with the favorable results, 
and no doubt that explains the preference many 
feeders have for pulping their roots and cutting 
their straw and feeding them mixed over feeding 
them separately. We would do well to remember 
that the natural and most satisfactory all- roun 
food for our stock is succulent, nutritious grass, 
which the more closely we imitate the more nearly 
will the results attained be to those acquired from 
J une pasture.

tinThe Rape Field Again—Questions for I Inflammation from Eating Frozen and Wet 
nr. Gibson. I Rape.

To the Editor Farmer’s Advocate : J. E., Grey Co., Ont.:—'“I sowed a field with rape
Sir,—In your issue of Nov. 2nd, Mr. R. Gibson, I ^ Bpring among my oats. After harvesting the 

in writing on sheep, mentioned cabbage as being oats tbe rape ay remarkably well. About Sept, 
better than rape for feed. Does he pasture the I 20th I turned my sheep on it ; they also had a clover 
cabbage or is he speaking of winter feed ? I would I gejd that they could run in at their liberty. After 
not think of rape as of any service for winter they had been on about three weeks I found a fine 
feeding. Would Mr. Gibson explain how he culti- ew£dead in the field ; she was bloated very much 
vates cabbage in all its stages of growth and how and appeared to have been purged very badly. I 
he feeds them in winter time. . then turned the sheep off the rape, as I thought

I will give your readers my experience with tbat perbap8 she had eaten too much in the 
rape. Three years ago we “ ganged” four acres of morning8 when wet and frozen. 1 left them off 
fall wheat stubble and sowed three pounds of rape for over a week ana there was beautiful weather, 
seed per acre the first week of August, but we had gQ , let them on again. They had only been on a 
no rain for six weeks and it came too late to I jew days when I noticed another ewe sick. 1 at 
amount to anything. Next year I sowed rape on a once drove her home and gave her a teaspoonful of 
field of oats. The season being very dry, it did irits of turpentine, but she was dead in half an 
not do muéh on the high part of the field, and in ^ and seemedin great agony, and, like the first, 
the lower portions it grew almost too wbll, for at bad purged badly. I then turned them off the rape 
harvest a good deal of it was cut with the binder. for „^od . but when away from home, they broke 
We had no trouble in curing the oats, owing to into tbe Qey again and were on for two days, 
good dry weather, but had it turned out a wet Affcer dinner the third day they were turned off, 
season it would have been almost impossible to apparently all right, but about eight o clock my 
have got them dry. This season (1896) 1 sowed 48 ^^bred ram was sick, and was dead in an hour 
pounds on a twelve-acre field of fall wheat just I after we firat noticed him, and he acted the same 
after we had done with the spring seeding. We ^ the other. My cattle have been on the field 
gave it one run of the harrow. It did splendidly. durin„ that time and doing well. What has been 
We always cut fall wheat higher than oats ; very the c|use ? 1 am led to think they have been 
little of it reached the knife. In the course of a isoned by some weed. Would they eat poison- 
week or ten days we had the field cleaied and I £usweeds:j Would it be possible to get bad seed 
turned on the milk cows. There was a good bite ,n the rape ? The seedsman that I bought it from 
and the milk came freely, but the taste of rape 8aid it was imported from England. Kindly give 

I» came too ; so I put the cows in j'ust after milking me wbat information you can on this subject, and 
in the evening and let them remain on the rape all obiige an old subscriber.”
night. We milked early in the morning, then let [Note—The Advocate has seldom recom-
them run on the pasture all day. That seemed to 1 ded ^he feeding of rape without attaching a
work all right; only the faintest taste could be number of neces8aiv cautions which must be
noticed. We had some steers, two and three years yed to ayoid loss The writer may 8ay
old, and put them in along with the cows and they because of losses of pure bred sheep the
did well. We never had such fall feed. So much winK of rape for a number of years was aban- 
for profit But now comes the loss. One night §oped ®d wa8 not resumed again until we saw 
there was just a faint touch of frost, and one of the ^ w clear to exercise great care and watchful- 
three-year-olds turned up his heels. I could hardly 0yer the flock during the rape pasturing
believe that it was the rape. Afterwards came Sheep must not have frozen rape, and
a very heavy frost, but cows and steers were all ia £ot good for them. The treatment
right/ The next night just a light rind of frost ^et^ ^ flocfc by „ j E » was perhaps about the 
and my best three-year old was gone too. That ^ dangerous possible, as each time they were 
made me look blue, for it took the profit out of the “J,owed j” the field they were doubtless hungry, 
rape pretty well. I then turned all of our cattle on Qt having become accustomed to so succulent a
in the morning, let them remain until they were f afi extreme bowel disturbance was set up ;
well filled, then turned them off until next hefice the purging referred to, and finally the m- 
morning. I have had them on when the plants flammation of the bowels or stomach which no 
were nearly covered with snow, and in rain, too. doubt terminated the lives of the sheep in question.
I nut them on without any injurious results. 1 The following is the course we have found essen-
kept the calves and Iambi on all the time, but they . , the weifare of the flock : When first the
had the run of a grass field at will and have done flock wa8 fcurned unto the rape the sheep were not 
splendidly. I intend to see if it will stand the h and the rape leaves were free from external
winter and try it next summer for pasture. How They were turned out of the rape each
would a crop of rape do to plow in on clay land evening for at least a week, and not admitted again

Bruce Co., Ont. “Antrim Farm. | .q theKmorning until the dew was mostly gone.
, 4 .. A a r 1 After that time, if there was no evidence of frost

Silo Covering at the O. A. V. “ rain we considered them safe to have access to
A great variety of plans have been tried for pre- fleld continually, provided they had a

serving the top ensilage in the silo, such as swamp £eld to run in as well. If for any reason the
erass cut hay, chaff wetted, boards (weighted) ; |, had to be kept out of the rape for two orothers simply7tramping down !evel and leaving days> extra Care in readmitting them was
without anything additional. John Goulds latest a]ways exercised. We always considered white 
nlan was to tramp level, sprinkle with water and frQgt more dangerous than hard frost when the 
then sow heavily with oats. In a short time the leaves were frozen, because they would eat the 
oats sprout and a dense mat of vegetation grows former m0re readily. In another article in this 
over the ensilage so that only about an inch or so . upou rape feeding, reference is made to the 
of the corn wilt be spoiled. If any of our readers ]osg of *everal steers. We have no hesitation in 
have a better plan than any of the above or this • tbat the losses were due to the same as 
following, we would like to hear from them those already mentioned as killing the sheep. It is
To the Editor Farmer’s Advocate : . seldom, however, that cattle die from such a ca:^sf-

Sir —We have been experimenting at the O. A. Witb regard to the poisoning referred to, it is 
C. for some time to find an effectual and cheap eraU ®agreed among old shepherds that sheep, 
covering for the silo to prevent the ensilage from =bove ad other animals, will not touch plants of a 
molding on top before it is cured, which takes isonou8 nature. In this case poisoning is entire- 
about a month in the silo. The only successful P improbable, as the conditions under which the 
covering we have yet discovered is factory cotton * eaten were conducive to the losses sus-
sewed together, making a sheet the size of silo. ta[ned,—Edïtor. ]
Before it is required for use spread on barn floor 
and give two coats of crude petroleum with a paint 
r„P *c Qnnn as the silo is filled and tramped,
cover "over the top with the prepared sheet. Then ft is a question in the minds of a good many 
lavl im-h planks, 10 or 12 inches wide, around the wbether pedigree or- individual merit should be 
rides fitted neatly at the corners for a square silo ; firgt considered in raising pigs for the market. We 
and for a round silo, segments will require to he wou[d venture to say that the first named should 
made to fit neatly around the side of silo. The only receive the greatest attentiori, for the reason that 
enriiaee we had spoiled was between the planks it is pedigree which gives prepotency to the type, 
Ind sidesTif silo, which can be prevented hy filling and consequently a breed that can be relied upon
the space between P»»'» “-““ft* *,ï" ft rS°U?lK!ta“ "-d”-™ toeing &

Ontario Agricultural College. | ""“nd^crS 2ü^î$? ,rfn” îLïSïJSÏaïï

Attend to the Foal’s Feet. I more food, and in every respect prove unsatisfac-
a ronint in the care of colts during their first torv. For economy in producing pork there is 

•/J^hat of keephig the feet trimmed in prop- nothing that tells like established pedigree But 
W This retire! especial attention when whiIe ricognizing the great importance of pedigree,
er shape. . .1 1 ciall on deep manure. I the merits of individual animals must not be over-s sossjft i&z

Cg^poasBor breeding purpo.cs; and notl.?
coked ank,e,tr,,a,te.oWn ^ giee|, llt th„
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Feed Well-Bred Hogs.
dPossibilities With Old Fences.

There are many farms bearing old rail fences that 
their owners have felt for years would be better 
torn down and rebuilt upon the same or other loca
tion. They have been built upon and added to 
until they contain at least enough good rails to con-
smjss
tion of seeing the heat, newly constructed fence, m 
addition to all the firewood for next summer, will 
more than repay the farmer for his time and new 
wire. There is no more favorable time for the mo 
ing of rails than just after the ground has frozen 
and before snow comes. A pair of bobsleighs can 
be used, even if there is no snow, when the site or 
the new fence is to be somewhere else than that 
of the present one. If the ground should be too 
much frozen to break the crust to set the stakes or 
posts, everything can be got in readiness to rebuild 
in the spring, and that will be found agre 
tage when the building time does come. The sort 
ing of the rails, cutting and sharpening stakes or 
preparing posts and sawing up the do 
timber into firewood can all be finished in.the 
slack season, and the putting up ot the fence w 
he as nothing in the spring before seeling opera 
tions commence, when the ground wül , b -, 
that the stakes can all be driven with a sledg 
hammer. Jf possible do not put this work
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avoided if a 
proper time.

The success of the Farmer’s Advocate has 
been in large measure due to the friendly co 
oneration of our readers in all parts of Canada and 
other countries. We bespeak a continuance ot 
theii support.

One of the main secrets of keeping apples is 
even temperature, as near the freezing point as 
possible, not below it ; keep them dry and do not 
permit any circulation of air.
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