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THE jOURNAL OF COMMERCE

February 5, 1918.

~ COMMODITY MARKETS

Week’s Wholesale Review

Dun's Bulletin says of Montreal trade: A return

of stormy weather early in the week causcd badly
drifted roads, and a general interference with traffic,
handicapping the work of travellers to some degree,
but as a rule they write in a cheerful strain as re-
gards the husiness outlook, and general remittances
are maintained in goodly volumec.

Wholesalers of dry goods report a very active

are travellers' and general mail

husiness.  Not onily
orders coming in well, hut there is also a steady and
substantinl aggregate of house sales. The question
with regard to future supplies is becoming more
acute from day to day, and every British mail brings
a sheaf of returned orders for cottons as well as

woollens,  For domestie cottons prices are very firmly

Lield, and subject to revision from day to day.

The hoot and shoe manufacturing districts do not
as vet show much increase in activity, and local sales
of leather are light, with no cxport demaid of econ-
segqUenee,

In the hardware line more activity is now ap-
parent.

Grocery men report sati=faction with trade condi-
tions. There is no extravaaant buying, but a steady
movement in staple lines.  Sugars remain on the same
b < as last quoted to cost 80¢, laid down, as against

n8c at this time a year ago. The soap situation is

hecoming a seriouns one, and owing to the growing
searcity of grease, some manufacturers predict that
prices are likely to reach $10 a box ere long for ordin-
ary laundry soap. The continued severe weather is
affecting receipts of new laid eggs, and butter puices
continue to strengthen. The demand for curcd meats
is comparatively moderate, but prices are firmly held,
notwithstanding some easing off in cattle and hog
quotations,

The snow is reported as being very deep in the
woods, hindering lumbering operations to some ex-
tent.

Ax is usual at this season, the failure list shows
some increase, seventeen district insolvencies being

reported for the week, with liabilities of $214,000.

Bradsireet’'s Montreal weekly trade report says:
Weather conditions in this province during the past
week have bheen very unfavorable to trade.  The
cold weather, accompanied with snow storms, delayed
traffic hoth coming and going; Tlso the roads in the
country are almost pnpassable, so that travellers on
the road find it very difticult to get around to see
their customers,

All the spring wheat millers started this week to
manuticture the new standard grade of flour, for hoth
domestic consumption and cexport account.  The de-
mand for millfeed exceeds all offerings and prices rule
very firm

Poultry offerings are small and prices realized are
high The ofterings of cattle  on  the live  stock
markets were rather poor quality and prices were
casier.  Live hogs were also at lower vialues,

Stocks of butter held in Canada are very light, and
with the stoppage of olcomargarine coming into this
market, the situation is rather serious. Those wWhi
are holding hutter are not anxious to dispose of their
stocks except it be in gmall gauntities, to their regu-
lar customers

A campaign tor greater hog production is being
tuken up in Canadic by the farmers, and it is antice-
pated that the production next yeor will show hig
inerease

It is reported that ontside capital is making big

investments in Montreal real estate. Lumber prices
are higher.

It is reported that the Uniled States overnment
hag placed orders in Canada for steel ships, aggregal -
ing over ten and a half million dollars.

The retail trade have had a very fair week Re-

mitlances are good; city  collections  fair.

LIVESTOCK.

MONTRISAL Al the two Montreal stockyards
West-cnd market and Canadian Pacific -the receipts
of live stock for the week ending IFebruary 2nd, 1918,
were LSTH cattle. 1,200 shhep and lambs, 1,700 hogs
and H00 calves.

awing to the increased offerings, mostly of an
fnferior quality, the tone of the wmarket for cattle

beeame  weas and prices deecreased 25¢ to H0c¢ per

100 1bs. as compared with those of the previous week.
Drovers complain that it is almost impossible to
buy choice stock at a reasonable figure now. The
tone of the market for small meats remained steady
throughout the week, and a fairly active trade was
done. Prices remained unchanged. Prices in the
hog market fluctuated on Monday showing a decline
of 50c to 75c per 100 1bs. and on Wednesday an
increase of 25c per 100 1bs.

We quote Montreal prices as follows:
Steers, per 100 lbs.—

Cliofce ..o ssv vis www ewa vew wssPi2s00 F12.50

Good . wvw 55 wee s sis wew ges  Elsiol 11.76
Fairly Bo0d «o0 s sss 50y wow wws  LLIG0 11..25
ol siem 98 s 835 mom 553 wms sen  10EDO 10.75
Light steers ... ... vvo vt vue aun 9.50 10.00
COMMON o0 cvt vt v eee e aas 8.00 9.00
Butchers' bhulls—
ChOTEE aven: s woos: % o w6 9.50 10.00
Good 9.50 9.75
Mo « 535 sse s sac mowm 534 9.00 9.25
COMINON sus wom w@e awn 8.00 8.75

Butchers' cows —

Choice heavy ... ... ... .. ... 10.00 10.50

GO +rv e sex sen e eme ess 19000 .75

Medium ... ... vt vvs ven vee oo 9.00 .25

Light weights ... ... ... ... ... 8.00 8.75
Canners' cattle

Bolls: cos sas 5o wwe swe ves ses 000 8.00

COWS: o movs g wie g swe aww eoy 000 7.00
Sheep, per 100 lbs.—

TOWES wus wme 334 Swg wEm i3 & ae 12.50 13.00

Bucks and culls ... ... ... ... ... 11.50 12.00
Ontario lambs ... ... ... ... ... 16.50 17.00

Quebec lambs ... ... ... ... ... 15.50 16.00
‘alves, per 100 1bs.—

Choice milk-fed stocks... ... ... 14.00 15.00
Good milk-fed stock ... ... ... 12.00 13.00

Grass-fed calves.. ... ... ... ... 6.00 10.00
Hogs, per 100 lbs.—

Selected lots ... ... 0 ces ... 19.00 19.50

SOWS tiv wvr wee wns eee eee w.. 16,00 16.50

Stags ... ... eee aen wee ee. ... 13,00 14.00

TORONTO.—The receipts of livestock at Toronto's
two markets for the week ending February 2nd, am-
ounted to 3,168 cattle, 157 calves, 2,669 hogs and 472
sheep. Owing to traffic conditions on every day ex-
cept Monday, the receipts of livestock were so small
that it was impossible to hold a market. Prices of
choice and butcher cattle scored a decline.

We quote Toronto prices ag follows:—

C‘hoice export steers .. .. .. .. .. ..3$11.50 $12.00

Butchers’, choice handy .. .. .. .. 10.50 11.00
D@ B00d: o ww 55 s5 ws we ww 55 ws 10:00 10.50
Doy, Mediim, « o we 55 s¢ @5 55 85 sy  8:00 9.25
120, COMIAON s 55 om 55 65 o0 55 33 8500 9.00

Butchers’ bulls, choice .. .. .. .. .. 10.00 11.00
Do, good .. .. .. .. .. .. o4 .. 8.00 9.00
Do, Meditm v ww v e vn we se 025 7.25

Butchers' cows, choice .. .. .. 9.00 10.00
DO, £00d v so 55 o8 ww e aw ww e 800 8.50
Do, mediunl s we ss ww s ww zs 100 8.00

Stoelkkers; #00d 35 sw ¢35 s 53 ww 3 19400 9.50
Do, mediim i ws &5 ow o0 o 8.00 8.50

CANNerS .. ww os o os wm ex aw oo 0,00 5.40

Milkers, good to choice.. ... ... ... 90.00 125.00
Do.,, commcn and medium ... ... 65.00 85.00

Calves, veal, choice .. .. .. v v+ s 14.00 16.50
Do Miediim, 5. sy sa8  wen wmem  0.00 6.50
DO, COMMON Gioei oo iiie woite @os  6.00 7.00
Do., heavy fat ... ... ... ... ... 8.00 *10.50

Spring lambs, ewt, .. .. .. .. .. .. 18.00 18.756

Sheep, ewes, light .. .. .. .. .. .. 9.00 15.00
Do., heavy and bucks ... ... ... 7.50 9.50
Do.; CUNS ivi wo seew mus 558 quy sis 400 5.50

Hogs, fed and watered .. .. .. .. 18.50
Doy OFf CAfS:: we ss s o ww s¢ 18T
Doy Lob: we 45 sioi wre. 2 36 LA 00 i

; less $o to $3.50

on sows: less §4 on stags: less 50c to $1 on heavies.

Less $§1 to $2 on light or thin hogs

COUNTRY PRODUCE.

BUTTER.

The receipts of butter for the week ending Febru-
ary 2nd, 1918, were 758 packsges which show a de-
crease of 2,850 packages as co:mpared with the pre-
vious week, and a decrease of 874 packages with the
same week last year, while the total receipts since
May 18t to date show a decrease of 145,013 packages

as compared with the corresponding period last year.

The estimated stock of creamery butter in store in
Montreal on February 1st, 1918, was 38,289 packages
which shows a decrease of 19,692 packages as com-
pared with January 1st, 1918, and a decrease of 10,-
474 packages with January 1st, 1917, and the stock
of dairy butter is 415 packages smaller than last
month and 694 packages larger than a year ago. This
is the smallest stock of butter held here at this
date for the past five years, There was a steady
demand for butter throughout the week, and the tone
of the market ruled strong.

We quote wholesale prices as follows:
‘}‘inost Sept. and Oct., creamery .. .. 0.47 0.47%
Fine Sept. and Oct. creamery .. .. 0.46 0.461,
Current receipts, creamery .. .. .. 0.45 0.45%
Finest dairy .. .. .. .. «¢ «o oo .. 0.39 0.40
Fine dairy «v vv oo ve oe oo oo oo oo 0.38 0.39

CHEESE,

The receipts of cheese for the week ending Feb-
ruary 2nd, 1918, were 487 boxes, which sh‘ow a de-
crease of 1,105 boxes as compared with the previous
week, and a decrease of 6,513 boxes with the same
week last year, while the total receipts since May
1st to date show a decrease of 402,900 boxes, as
compared with the corresponding period last year.
The estimated stock of cheese in store in Montreal
on February 1st, was 31,492 boxes which shows a
decrease of 55,811 boxes as compared with January
1st, and an increase of 13,685 boxes with February
1st, 1917, The local cheese situation remained un-
changed during the week.- The demand was steady
but receipts were small,

The Commission is paying the following prices:
NO. 1 CHEESO! wiv: vie o5 w0 wiw 5o win oo me wm we oo 21346
No. 2 cheese .. «o veine w6 oo o we #a oo oo oo LLYQ
No. 3 CheesSe .ec oo s se s sa ss oo oo oo as oo 20%0

- EGGS.

The receipts for the week ending February 2nd,
1918, were 1,584 cases, as compared with 2,019 for
the previous week, and 2,233 for the same week last
vear. The total receipts since May 1st, 1917, to
February 2nd, 1918, were 308,023 cases as against
630,661 for the corresponding period last year.

The stocks in storage on spot on February 1st only
amounted to 11,723 cases of cold storage eggs and
133 cases of fresh, the former showing a decrease
of 22,356 cases as compared with January 1st, 1918,
an increase of 6,543 cases with January 1st, 1917.
The trade declares that this stock is only sufficient
to fill the daily consumptive demand for fifteen days,
so that unless receipts of new laid increase, " the
prospects are that prices may go still higher. The
receipts of new laid showed a slight increase last
week, and were sold at 70c per dozen in a whole-
sale jobbing way. A fairly active trade was done in
storage eggs, with strong prices. No eggs are com-
ing from the U.S., which tends to increase the scar-

city.

We quote current prices as follows:
Strictly new laid eggS ... cee¢ cos  eeee 0.70
Fresh. €888 . v. - i 536 viv som s8s ssss $.58
Fall fresh eBgS..« coum wme owe so5 wea asss 0.52
Selected cold storage .v ¢ v c0 o 0 aeun 0.48
No, T cold StOTagC e wwiw wus www wowe sass 0.45

POULTRY.

The supplies of dressed poultry coming forward
have been comparatively small, and the feeling has
been very firm as the demand both for immediate
consumption and for storage account were good.
Prices showed no change,

We quote prices as follows:—

Turkeys, Per Ib. .oew ww oo oo oo 0.35 0.36
Milk fed chickens . ¢ ¢ ws vo 0w «« ©0.38 0.36
No. 1 chickens s oo o5 ss o5 we oo 0.32 0.33
Clidice FoWlaw »a 53 @ ©w w8 @ 0.27 0.28
Diiéks, Per 1B, &5 we sp we is e ss 10529 0.3

Geese, per b, .. .. ¢ 0 e e 0.27 0.28

POTATOES.

A weaker feeling developed in the market, due
to mose liberal supplies coming forward, and prices
scored a deciine of 10c to 25c¢c per bag. At this re-
duction a fair trade was done in a wholesale jobbics
way with sales of Green Mountains at $2 to 22.1%,
Ontario white stock at $1.90 to $2, and reds at $1.&9
to $1.35 per bag of 80 1lbs. ex-store,
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