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Breed Only from Good Mares

Dr. H. G, Reed, V. 8., Halton Co., Ont
The abnormally high prices which have been
paid for horses during the past year has given a
reat stimulus to horse breeding throughout the
country Iiis would be for the best under favor-
able conditions, but unfortunately conditions are
not favorable becwuse of the fact that comparative-
Iy fow really left in the
1 by the high prices

pod mares have been

country Farm

%, tempt

have sold their best mares and as a result many
inferior animals will be bred this season from
which it will be impossible to get good results
We hear a groat deal nowadays about using
only high class and well bred stallions, and rightly
so, but in too many cases the brood mares are not
the kind of animals that would give even the best
stallion & fair chance to do hinself crodit as a
ire Good breeding counts for just as much in

the dam as in the sire, only of course the mare
produces only one foal in the year, while the
stallion may produce scores
NECESKARY QUALIFICATIONS

It can be laid down as a rule that the better
bred a mare is the more valuable she will Le for
breeding purposes.  But altogether aside from
breeding there are some qualifications which a

mare should have before she is allowed to repro

duce hier kind.  She should | nd, or at least
free from any blemishes ¢ which are
known to Le hereditary, s mvin or rin

bone, certain forms of blind roaring, etc
Spavin and ring bone would soon largely be

things of the past if breeders were more careful

n this respect, Then | suppose that over 50 per

cent. of the blind horses in the country have lost

their sight from attacks of a disease of the eyes
called

called moon Llindness,” and yet mares which

riodie ophthalmia or as it is often

of this most

have gone blind from the actic

notoriously hereditary disease are heing br

every year, with the result that a very lar

proportion of their progeny will share the same
fate ag the dam sooner or later in life
CONFORMATION
As well as a reasonable degree of soundness, a
mare also should be an animal of good conforma
t
not fit for breeding because of lack of good con-

tion. There are many mares quite sound and

formati They ure not worth much themselves

No person wants to buy them, and the chances
are all against their progeny being much better
than the mares are themselves

A horse
hopeless proj

poor conformation is & much more

sition than a blemished one A
blemish such

a spavin can be treated and
the majority of eases the animal made serviceably
sound, Lut nothing in the world can be done to
holp @ poor conformation—she was born bad and
Lad she will remain during her natural hfe—and
the farmer using such mares for breeding is not
engaged in a profitable husiness
FREE FROM  VICE
A brood mare should also be free from vice
Many mares are so vicious that they cannot be
worked and often for that reason they are used
us breeders, and while it sometimes happens that
such a mare will raise progeny that are gentle,
the chances are all in fuvor of the foal being as
vicious as the dam. In fact, the breeder may lay
it down

a rule that if he has a mare which is

ot o desivable animal from any cause and one

which he is not able to sell to his neighbor or which
the ordinary deslers in harses will not purchase.
the | thing to do is to make what use of her
he can or if he cannot use her, then destroy her

do anything rather than lot her reproduce her
undesirablo propensities in her proge

\Z
The business of breeding horses ought to be one
f the most profitable branches of the farm, but
if there is one thing more than another to which
farmers ought to give more attention it is to

the selection of ouly really good mares for breed
“Like will beget like," is a very
old and very true adage, and while

ing purpose

is of the
greatest importance that this rule chould not be
v people are

overlooked in selecting a stallion, ma

not carefui enough in applying it to the br
ing mare

WEED OUT INFERIOR MARES

Let the average farmer make up his mind to
weed out the inferior mares, and in the course of
a very fow years the value of the horses in the

The Right Sort of a Clydesdale Mare

Notice w.. K .u-.x conformation of -m n par

tioularly as ds her forequarters, She is owned by
Mr. A. Stark, Halton Co., Ont

country will be doulled. It costs no more to raise
a horse that will sell for $200 than it does to raise
00, to sa

at number that cannot be sold at any

one that will only bring
the gr
price

nothing about

A reaction will probably come in the horse mar-
ket, but the breeder who is raising only high-
class animals need have no fear of the future. The

s are, however, that thousands of colts will

chane:

be reared during the next few years which will
never sell for the cost of rearing them

Complete Shelter from Storms
Geo. M. James, Middlesex Co., Ont

I am a firm believer in the planting of spruce
for wind breaks. In 10 years a row of spruce will

make a complete shelter against our fiercest

A

House where Dr. Drammond Died

The high building, shown in the extreme background,
is the house near Cobalt, in which Dr. Drummond, the
famous Canadian writer of habitant poetry, died. Lines
{ pipe similar to those shown in the illustration run
in all directions and for many miles through the Cobalt
district. They furnish the power with which the mines
ure operated. The ditch shown is similar to hundreds
of ditches that eut up the surface of the soil, and which
have been dug by prospectors. Notice the y nature
of the and the freedom from trees. Wherever the
mines are located, the land is similar to this

storms. 1 would be in favor of all township coun-
cils offering & bonus to owners of land adjoining
all highways to plant spruce, for their shade, for
their looks and for the complete way that they
prevent the snow from drifting

Think of the money saved in some years if no
drifts were allowed to form on our public roads!
I have given another large order for spruce, in-

tending more perfectly to shelter my buildings.

An Investment for Abundant Water*
Frank Ellis, Brant Co., Ont

Sinece installing an artesian well, which I did

at the considerable expense of about $600 for the

cattle yield

one-third more milk and they do better in every

outfit complete, I am satisfied that m

way than they did previously when 1 had to rely
on an indifferent supply of cistern water, drive
the cattle a mile or more to the orcek, or haul
It is a great
advantage to have an abundant supply of water

water for them in times of drought

It is pleasing to see the cattle come from the pas-
ture and drink whenever they feel like it. My
well may seem a costly one, but could I not get
anoth
thousands as it cost me hundreds of dollars.

My sy
farm without abundant water for his stock. |

it could mot be purchased for as many

mpathy is with any man who tries to
believe that it would pay any farmer who is wi
out water to borrow money at a very high rate
order to install a well rather than to be without
abundant water
LOCAL DIFFICULTIES

We are so situated in our immediate locality
that it is a vory difficult matter to get a good
well.  Several of my neighbors had on different

oceasions tried to drill for water. In eve

they were forced to give it up on account of
boulders. When I came to this farm and erected
my buildings I took it for granted that water
was out of the question so far as a well was con-
cerned

At the barn I had a cistern built that would
hold 260 barrels; one at the driving house held
50 barrels, and besides we had one at the house
A person would think that these three would sup-
ply all the stock kept on a 100-acre farm. To my
sorrow, however, just when I was busiest I would
have to take my team and draw water. 1f we did
not draw water, we had to drive the cattle over
a mile for it, and it always so happened that we
were out of water in midsummer or when it was
very cold in winter

8o much for the stock. As for our house, we have
most surely had local option for years, for we cer
tainly had soft drinks when drinking soft water

THE CONTRACT GIVEN

Such was the situation until a well driller from
Brantford came along one day and offered to put
in a well for me, casing and drilling, for $1.75 per
foot. Shounld he not get me a good well, there
That seemed fair to me, and
as I was quite disgusted through having to do
without water, I gave him the contract. He
drilled 243 fe It proved to be a Lig job, for
he struck boulder after houlder from the surface
to within 17 feet of the water; then they struck
rock, which was 226 feet from the surface. Drill-
ing in the rock was progressing when all at once

was to be no pay.

the drill dropped about one and a half feet. This
tapped a stream, and apparently a very large one,
for the water came within 50 feet of the surface.
and it has since proved impossible to lower it one
inch,
PUMP BY WINDMILL

I put a Brantford mill and pump on the well
and forced the water into a steel tank in the bath
room over the kitchen i

the house. From there
it goes to a 40-barrel tank in the basemert ~f the
barn, from which it is distributed to trol, & as
lesired

A pipe leads from the tank in the bathroom
down to the sink in the kitchen. We have there
on tap good cold well water, which we can take
whenever we want it. We all drink about three
times the water that we used to, and the doctors
tell us that considerable water is essential to good
health. Al told, the in
one of the most satisfactory expenditures that it
ever made.

estment in this well is

*This article is one of the series of umyl by prize
winners in the Dairy Furms Competitiol
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