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The Church and Its Goal.

BY D. W. HULEUKT, wAUWATOSA, WIS,

PART IIL
THE BODY OF CHRIST.

HIE Chureh is repeatedly declared to be
the body of Christ,  Christis its head,
As stich, be is of supremeanthority;

. he is the ultimate standard of appeal,

1t is the Yusiness of the body simply and promptly

to obey the dictates of the head, My head  says
to my hand, vise, aud it rises: to my feet move
forward and 1 move; to my vocsl orgaus, sp ak
an ! § speak: to my eves, see and Tee. S0 s it
the business of the body of Clrist o respond
promptly to the dircctions of Christ. I the
members of the budy do pot tesjond 1o the voli-
tions of wy head, it is becanse there is disease in
the tody. b the cliureh does not obey Christ,
onr Head, there is disease in the church, O for

a sensitive nerve systom to jetceive the very voli-

tions of Christ.

The chureh is Christ's body, bis execcutive

(4 &

agency.
the mechanism of your body. Your micd
complishes results throngls the ageney of the body,
Lven so, out feet are Christ's fuet to run on er-

e

rands of merey; onr hands are Christ's hunds to

perforn deeds of Kindness: our vats are Christ's
eurs to hear the call of the needy,  When our

Lord was bodily uvon the earth, he went about !

doing good, To-day Ile goes about doing good
wherever the church, Hishody is thus cngaged.
We are here in Christ's stead; here to carry for-
ward the Christ's work; biere to make effective the
Chirist life,

The church is Chitist's body: and not His spirit,
but His body,  The body, however, is the mani-
festation of the spirit. 1 had a mother once. 1
knew her life, her disposition and somewhat her
motives, but I had no knowledge of mother ex-
cept that which canie to me throngh her human
body. Al that the world knows of you, of your
Yife, yonr disposition, your motives, is what it
learned of you through your hody: and do yon
realize that all which many of this world will ever
know of Clirkt is what they learn of him through
his chnreh which is his body?  What will be the
world's conception of Christ judging from the
church, his body? What kind of seprescutatives
are we of Christ?

I'his is the church, so faras I care to-day to
define it. It is a company of people who have
heard and heeded God's call, belong in a peculiar
sense 1o Christ, are permeated by His  spirit and
consequently constitute His budy, His exccutive

agency.
Sccond.  What is the wission, aim, purpose,
goal of the church?

Your head becomes  effective threngh |

I want to say in the first place that the goal
of thie chureh is ontside of itself, I 1 make
! nothing else plain to-day, 1 want to make this

fact plain, 8o far as this world is concertied at
least, the church does not exist  primarily, con-
* stitntionally, fundamentally, for the benefit of
_the members of the church. It is not a self-
! centered institution, ‘There are many man-gotten-
up institutions of which this can not be said,
. The majority of man-gotten-np institntions  ure
i seli-centered,  They exist primarily for the
| benefit of their members.
i "This is true of governments, This great Re-
* public of which we are justly proud, exists for
_the beuehit of the members of the Republic.  The
preamble to the  constitution  declares this, It
reads:  ““We, the people of the United States, in
order to secure the blessings of liberty to our-
selves and our posterity, do ordain and establish
this constitution of the United States of America,
You sce, *To sectire blessings o ourselves and
onr posterity,” this is why we exist. Our govern-
| ment exists for the benefit of ourselves,  This is
i a governwent of the people, by the people, for
| the people~for the people of the United  States.
! We elect our chicf magistrate and expect him  to
look out first for the good of the people of this
tcountry,  He may be incidentally » blessing to
the inhabitants of other conntries, but  he  must
i not jeopardize the interests of the people of this
| conntry,  United States exists  constitationally
i for the Wonfit of United States,
i ‘This same thing is true of many a minor ore
! ganizations,  Most lodges are sclf-ceatered,
L'hey exist primarily for the benefit of the mem-
bers of the lodge.  Most clubs exist for the bene-
fit of the members of the club, Some one has
said: *“The difference between @ church and a
lodge is, that one joins a lodge to get something,
but he joius a church to give something.”  This
expresses a fundamental difference between the
church and the lodge,  ‘The Galveston disaster,

will help us at this point.  The wind and the tide
combined and rolled the mighty water over Gal-
{ vesion aod there was death and destruction every-
where.  ‘The sufferers were taken in the first
place to temporary hospitals, A young surgeon
- from Chicago hastened to Houston near  Galves-
" ton, and in ane of these temporary hospitals cared
for over seven hundred people.  Oue morning a

here?’  Feeble hauds were lifted aud the Masons
were all gathered out of that temporary hospital.
carried 1o better quarters and cared for by Masons,
That is all right for Masonry; that is what Mason-
ry is for, to care for Masons. Later a man came
and called ont, “*Are there any Odd  Fellows
here?”!
 Fellows were gathered out, taken o better
| quarters and cared for by Odd Fellows,  That is
all right for Odd Fellows, Those suffrers had
" paid their fnitiation fees aud their dues with the
 distinet uuderstanding that in the hour of calamity
! they would be cared for, and Odd Fellowship in
! caring for Odd Fellows did simply what it was
paid to do. That was business, straight business.
| Do not call that benevolence. Bt was business,
{ The Knights of Pythias cared for Koights, and
‘I s0 ou down the list of the lodges.
{ An | read this account, I was wondering whoe
| would care for the poor fellows who were not
i members of any lodges, Are there any Baptists
tiere? and 1 am very glad that wasnot said. No
vne came saying, Are there any Methodists here?
and I am very glad that wasnot said. No oue

Fegble hands were lifted and odd

8o freshly in mind, yives us an iilustration which |

man came and called out, **Are there any Masons |

came saying, Are there any Christians here? We
are going to care for Christians, the sinners way
take care of themselves, we will care for all
Christians, No one came saving that, and |
would blush for Christianity if that had been
done, The lodge way care simply for its own
and no one criticises; but Jet the church go to
Galveston and care simply for its own and there
would be a how! of eriticism from the Atlantie to
the Pacific,. Why?  Becanse the chwich is a
hroader tnstitution than the lodge,

The chinreh did not single ott ite own, b
what did it do?  All over the conuntry, Christion
churches and Christian conmunitics, led in many
instances by Christian  pastors, made up their
putses and gathered their provisions and shipped
them actoss the country 1o needy Galveston, and
they did not send along a message saying, This
is for Baptists; this is for Congregationalists; this
is for Methodists; this is { r Preshyterians; this
is for United Brethren; this is for. Disciples,
They did vot even send a message sayving, This
is for Chiristians,  They did say, In Galveston is
ueed, help the ueedy,  Stop not to ask any man
as 1o lodge relation or church relation of any
other relations,  Wherever you fiud need, ther.
belp.

And lying there on the damp grovnd s a
wonnded man, bt his physical wounds are ot
i his deepest wounds,  He hears the scars of sin:
he is poluted, degraded,  Before the calamity
came to Galveston that wak was an outcast.
And mark yon, the lodges witl not have that man.
L Let him apply for  membership and  they  will
black ball him, and so far as the lodge s con-
cesned, that is the cad of it But let Nim tell
! yon, that man is the man whom Jesus Christ
{ wants, He wants to pot character into fim and
{ help him work it out. O church of God, go to
| that man who has never paid you a cent and
never will.  Wash his filth, bind his wounds, Yay
i him on a cle~n cot, give him refreshing broth,
Tet him sleep, and when he awakes give him
more refreshing broth, and then give him e
gospel of Jesus Christ whict is the power of Gad
unto salvation, and then tell him about the blood
of Christ that cleanseth from all sim.  Chureh of
God, that is your business,

1 am not criticising the lodge. “The lodge in
caring for its own is doing what it was constituted
to do, Neither am I saying what members of
the lodge may do, ontside of their lodge relation,
w contributing to a geveral fund of relief. ¥ am
not discussing individuals, ¥ am discussing the
constitutionality of institutions. [ am mnot dis-
cussing the exceptional acts of lodges.  Ledges
sometimes make purely benevolent donations, but
this is the exception, and when they do these
things they go beyond their constitution. 1 am
discussing the constitutionality of institutions
and | say the lodge is constitutionally self-center-
ed. It exists constitutionally, furdamentally,
primarily for the benefit of its members, The
church of Jesus Christ is constitionally fundament-
ally, primarily, emphatically not self-centered.
So far as this world is concerned at least, it does
not exist primatily for the benefit of its men-
bets,

T b Continued,

Mathew Arnold says that the Saxon's distin-
guishing characteristic is sfeadiness. To war
successfully for Christ this must belong also to
onr character,
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